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4. The orew of this plane was reported in flying pay status by
classifisd messages from USSOS, London, No, WN-296, dated 13 Jamuary
1944, and No. WN-421, dated 18 Jamuary 1944, Cesualty Branch Message
Nos. 014020 and 019043,

5, A meworandum for the Chief, Gasualty Branch, was prepered by
the Special Determination Sub-section, Status Reveiew and Determination
Seotion, on 4 Jxmuary 1944, concerning flight Officer Robert J, Peale,
T187572, Staff Swrgeant J, L, Graves, 18,180,624, snd Staff Sergrant
James W, Wheeler, 35,563,995, On the basis of \he meacrandm, caruvalty
reports were initiated, showing that this officer and the i:ro enlisted
men were killed in astion near Peniche, Portugal, on 25 October 1544.
The following paragraphs are quoted from the memorandum:

"2, Letter dated 9 December 1943 from Seymour G. Pord,
Lieutenant Colonel, Air Corpe, Assistant Military At
tache for Air, Americen Legation, Lisbon, Portugal, Sub-
ject: Fatdl Crash of B-26 off coast of Porvugal 25 Jcto=
ber 1943, addressed to Chief, Military Intelligence Service,
(For Commanding General, Army Air Porces, G-2) includad

the following information:

'Staff Sergeant George L, Graves, A.C,, ASN: :
180624 was buried November 9, 1943, at the Munici-
pal Cemetery of Peniche, (Provines of Extremadurs)
in Grave No, 1, Square 4, Row 13,

- 18taff Sergeant James Willis Whaeler, A.C,, 355%’.
was buried October 30, 1943, in the Cemetery of Vieira
de leiria (“rovince of Extremadura) in Grave No, 212.

TAn "unidentified airman® was buried Nov. 3 193

the Cemetery of Vierra de Lieria, Province of Bx- -
tremadura) in Orsve No, 214, Sy iy (),

-7 vk

'It is believed this may be the body of Lieutemant Tl e e s
i e = g0 RiSsT.

; n. ‘. Hm’ ‘.co ;-'. "

'However, the corpse vhan washed llllﬁﬂ HHH, u

away the fis

»

"A flying helset vashed ashose, and s blouse are stated .

to have contained the name of Lieutenant R, E, Pitras,

." .

i




AG 704 ~ (26 Oct 44) Page Three.

'The <dy of Flight Officer Roburt James Peel~, A,C.,
T-187572, was buried in the cemetery of Fieiria de
Leirfa, (Province of Extremudura) on November 12,
1943, 1n Grave No, 218,

1The body of George L, Craves, as stated by the ex-
snaining physician, indicated this airman died from a
niece of shell fragment embedded in the corpse.

'Natives in Peniohe suid there was heard machine gun
firing in the clouds first, then what appeared to be
firing from a surface ¥essel, perhaps n U-boat (whiech
are said to be refueling here) and later thore was
heard ?.violcnt crash when the ai.rcrm struck the
water,

6. On the basis of a memorandum prepared by Special Determination
Sub-section, dated 25 January 1944, the Chief, Casualty Branch, directed
that a casualty report be initiated showing that Second Lieutemant Everett
K. McCulloch, 0672371, was killed in action near Peniche, Portugal, on
25 October 1943. Several paragrephs are quoted from th:h memorandum:

®"4. A letter dated 28 December 1943 from Lintmql
Colonel Seymour G, Pond, Air Corps, Assistant Military
Attache for Alr, Anrim Legation, Lisbon, Portugal,
Subject: Detah of E, R, lceulloch. 0-672371. AC., ad-
dressed to Chief, ¥ilitary Intelligence Service (For
Commanding General Army Air Forces G-2) included the
rolloﬁng pu-tiwt 1-|fmtion:

'Itmupoﬂﬁt-o this office, mn:la‘ofthil
day, that the body of an airman was washed
ashore on Christmas Day ou the Coast.
mlmmﬁuonrdamdmmm '
oo, and Loiris, ltnlnthruhirgunmmlqlrm
\ : rhts.:hfmiail c:lmtoﬂl byth nphhpt
: thcpu'tethmo , :

'It was luhdbythouptt:lnbftho n!'lupo 8 e N
l "thttuidcntiﬁutiontqmmm m,?h ’
. duplicate tm_omzptbtonmglm! R T sl
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) no MeCulloch

s 0-672371

T-43A, c¢.a. Ng, Melulloch
Route No. 1, Box 7,

Von Orny, Texas.

There was no head, nor feet remaining on the body
when it was found,'"

7. In the AG 201 file of Lieutenant Pitre is a lettur, dated 20
January 1944, from his perents, Mr, and Mrs, R, D, Pitre, to Congreess-
man Martin Dies, which reads,in part, as follows:

"# % # We have reasons to believe that our son is in NS
Portugal and if you could contact our Ambassador Hayes : gF:
in Portugal we fesl sure you could sscire definite in- - . C A
formation about our son, * * *¥ ; : ‘

This letter was forwarded to The Adjutant General, who, in a reply Jated 3
3 February 1944, advised the Uongressman that mo information to the effect i )
that Lieutenant Pitre was in Portugal had reached the War Department and g . |
that an investigation, as suggested by the officer's pu-utl, ‘wouid not RN 7y
be practicable under tho circumastances.

8. A thorough examination of the AG 201 files and the Casualty : RS

- files of the subject personnel revealed mo information of value to this PRABENS N
review except as set forth herein, The Scrvice Roaai af the onli.ltd n g e
is not on file in the War Department, e e SR O

9. In response toawtfmtﬂndﬂco fu‘wi.nfmtiain _;
their files bearing on the status of these missing persons, the Memorial &
Division, OQMG, and the Prisomer of War Divisiom, PMGO, npurtd that thq-

had no record of them, and in the cases of the ufﬁom,d‘in Gfﬂm' R, ;;_'_.; Y
Branch, AGO, stated that thq were being carried as dul'. N 1 Lo % 3"
L*.L it “}'-.. .
10.. nmmﬂmmmﬂmmmm WPRAnEL
prisoners of nr, internees or m to duty. e ‘* g
_ ! ’ R et & ,"g‘(‘- : £ - i




action, inasmuch as there is evidence of enemy action and the death - .
reports issued in the cases of the other members of the crew show thlt i
“they were killed in sotion, - ‘.".'_-“
3. For a period of twslve months thln otﬁom and this enlisted o
man heve not been seen or heard from by anyone. Invinotthyfongoiu;,"*‘ 3 T
facts and circumstances surrounding the dissppearance of Lisutemante ' et T
Siegel and Pitre and Staff Sergeant Crawford and thr fact that the budin i ﬁ?;f;ﬂ
of four crew members have been positively identified, Teaving only these B ok S
three crew members unaccounted for, i* is eoncluded th:t they mey not o
reasonably be :l'uulod to be living, ' oty .
i e e
; LB '\‘ } .".‘;-_
m.‘ v'm' MEN 'ﬂ& LR T T
It is recovmended that findings of dqm be -« under m p.‘o- i e
visions of Section 5, Public !4! 490, 7 March 191.2, u umdd 1n AN - SR

II, - CONCLUSIONS

1. This case concerns three crew members of a B-25 plane who
were reported missing on 25 Octcber 1943, while on a ferrying mission from
the British Isles to Moroceo and following a covrse on the 12th meridian,
Later renorts indicated tha% the plane was lost off the coast of Portugal,
which agrees with the course of flight. Na¥ives of Penich, Portugal,
reported that they heard machine gun fire in the clouds and sufface fire,
then a crash as an aircraft struck the water. Four bodies, positively
identified as crew members of this plane, and one unidentified body, were 4
washed ashore in the vieinity of Peniche, Portugal, A blouse and flying
helmet bearing the name of Lieutenant Pitre were also washed ashores. S
The fact that a shell fragment was found in the body of Staff fergeani
Graves substantiates the report that the plane was shot down by hostile
craft, :

2. Although these officers and this enlistsd man were originelly R
reported as missing, it appears that their status shoulé be missing 5.! T

e
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d’ these officers and this enlisted man
=t ﬁ;a nna t.ht such ti.nungs ahow t!a wumor;:g.qf duth
h- : u
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B un q.omn 1. xecunoch, (ﬁ.fc)*‘

J M‘ "'.,:\.n':"f"l ATy drs. Iom P- MC (i
ri}; l.;t‘lon) (A ‘_ (il 1047 Windemire au‘.;t) * .; .
A R R nﬁtu-pom. Indfana.

llrs.‘ lb?‘mu Re sibgoi,,. (uz.) " e
m@hﬁon. Do B ¥ 1)
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'l'l- Mnl A, lm (wife)
Reute Ome, Box '7, :
Yen ”. .

h'l. Norma P. Peale, (df.o)
147 Windemire Street,
Hmnl. mo
'l'"o ‘llll .Q (Ii“)
“ i4th SM

A "_




at

“2nd Lt, Everett R. MoCulloch

(!imnt)

F/O Robert J. Peale
(Killed) :

lst Lt. Berrard Siesel

(Missing)

2nd Lt. Ray B. Pitro-
(Missing)

L
A

S/Sgt. James W, Wheeler
(Klllnd in actidh)

7 ST DA o
(killed) - -

L

. 8/sgty Wi134an K. cm.ma, Y-

(mun.)

Mrs. Cecilia A. HcCulloch, *'i.fo)
Route Qne, Box 'J‘,
Von Ormy, Texas 9.

Mrs. Norma P, Puloj (I,ﬂ’l)
1047 Windermire Strent;
Indianapolis, Indiana.

Nre. Helmn. R. Siegel, (wifo)
f..;.&a 1’)“! su‘.t, Nc'o, ;
luh‘ngton, D: C. /

Mrs. Ida R. Pitre, (lothar)
Box 30’ N ar

!rn. mln lheal.pr, (-m)
508 East Scuth A,
Gas Oi‘t»y, m«

Mrs. ,hthl A+ Graves, {ﬂ-thhr)
Route Number Three,
lunhaol!.og ‘hnl L )

Mr, nll.im I. Crawford, ,(taihu;)
2015 Foster l\mu. el
Bmouyn. !!u!tark. AR ahe
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HEADQUARTRRS D-3/es
STA #4, EW ATC

AFQ 641
20 Nov 43
SUBJECT: Miesing Air Crew Report.
TOs Commanding Genersl, Headquarters, European Theater Of Oparetioms,

ETOUSA, APO 887, U.S.Army.
ATTN: Personal Affairs Officer,

Inol 1 - 2 Missing Air Crew Reporte.

AG 360.33-M lst Ind
Hq BTCUSA - 25 November 1943
70t The Adjutant General, Washington, I, C.

For the Commanding Coneral}
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CASUALTY QURSTIONNAIRE

v

Yéur name Rank ___________ Seriel No.

Organization Gp Commander Rank Sqn CO Rank
(full name) (full names)

What year month day did you go down?

What was the mission, ' , target, ,target

t ime, ,altitude, route scheduled,

,route flown

Where were you when you left formation?

Did you bail out?

Did ¢ther members of crew bail out?

Tell all you know about when, where, how each person in your aircraft for whom no
fndividual questionnaire is attached bailed ont. A crew list is attached. Flease
" give fagts. If you don't know, say: "No Knowledge".

Where did your aircraft strike the ground? o

What members ot your crew were in the aircraft when it struck the ground? (Should
. eross check with 8 above and individual questionna!res)

Where were they in aircraft?

What was their condition? iy i

When, where, and in what condition did you last see any members not already des-
cribed above? :

Please give any similar informetiin on personnel of any other orew
have knowledge. Indicaie source of ir.formation.




. FES OF SUPPLY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
. : . Dacamber. .
' g URGENT

INFORMAL ACTION SHEET

hwm_

em-m
;._nmgrmm: \

RIS ' 1. Missing Air Crew Report dated 26 Ootober concerning B-26, Sef
Ny Number 41-32014, Second Lisutenant verett R. mmu. Pilot, trans-
. mitted herewiti. i
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i e - .3 QUARTERS-BUROPTAN WING
ATR TRANSPORT COIMAND -
ETOUSA Olaseifigat

by E.A.BRADUNAS, Lt 20
MISSING AIR CRE7 REPORT B F. M. MUXNCH, 54» .“é"”

le ORGANIZATION: Looation ; Camand or AMr Fores_)o A2 ')
"% Group 'y Sguadron 3 Detachment T
2, "SPECIFY) Point of Depnrtum_w [ Coursew
Intended Destination "3 Type of Mission P
S, VE.LTHER CONDITIONS .ND m%m OR WHEN L.ST ¥
4, Eﬂt anﬁﬁ TIme § and Looatloms T
0F LAST IOV IHTEARG oF TYSEING ATRORAPT, ==

(b)Specify whether {)Last Sighted; ( )Last contactod by Radiop
( )Forced Down; ( )Seen to Crash; or ( )Informatio not available,
6¢ AIRCR.FT V.S LOST, OR IS BELIEVED TO H.VE BEEN LOST, LS . RESULT OF1{ Cheok
enly one) ( )Enemy Atroraftr ( )Bnemy /inti-fireraft; ( )Other Circumstancas
as Follows : '

o, i i, s

8, IIRCUTT ﬁ, Viodel & Sorlos Eg% h.?.gorhf Tumber 4]~
7« ENGINRS; 'l?"pus Model & Series § LeieFe Serial Numbor lni
- ) v— ()
8, INST.LLED ¥E.. mis ow » Tyr & Serian r) -
O i b oS
o : " \
90 TE PRETHE TTNED HELOY L TETORET TN fa Oy —
or (b)Non-Battle Casudlty —

10, NUMBER OF PERSONS LBOLRD AIRCR.FT: Crew sPassengers gTota
(Storting with pilot, furnish the following partioularss —YF more Then

3 10 poracns were aboard airoraft, 1ist similiar particulars an separate
! shoot and attech original to this form), R
Name 1d Pull Seriel
Crew Position (Last Name Pirst) Rank Number
- - A B . ——— 5
:’ - - '-ﬁ i . — “.t;-' 3 ﬂn
8 Guanan.. -
?...‘ - - »
Be
9
10, 3

11, IDENTIFY BELOW THOSE PRRSONS WHO .RE BELIEVED 10 HIVE L.ST KNOMLEDGE OF
LIRCR.FT, .ND CHECK APPROPLITE COLUMY 70 INDIC.TR FOR S:IEs

! . 7 Feme in Full Serlal ~ Coentaoted YLast ™ 7

;.  (Last Wame Firat) Renk Number by Radlo Sighted Crash- Landing -
i: ' . (3 Ty S r . X 1 i i = .,"
". L] U -y

... POLLOWLIG STATRINTS: '( a)Porechubes tbes woro vsed_ { ¥)Yorsons woro seen
. walking ewoy from soone of orash por{v) Jn ‘roason{ speoify) - e g

——

Tlas

" PERT.INING O MISSING .IROR, |
mmammammwummmmmnmmm
, SERL.L NUMBER OF OFFICER IN CH/RGE FRND . ' s s SR 4
T o - By - LI i "—m W =0
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293 FILE

DATA ON IENIIIS.IOT YET RECOVERED OR IDENTIFIED

NAME (Lame, Pirst, yidd

le Imitial)

FRECENT SERTAL NUWBER |

GRADE

ORUANI ZATION

FORMER SERIAL NUMBER
CI ¢ Applicabls)

RACE CREED

DATE OF DEATH/MIA

JOATE OF FOD

CAUSE OF DEATH

PLACE OF DEATN OR PLACE LAST SZEN IF MIA

HEIGNT WEIGHT COLOR EYES COLOR MHAIR SHOE SI12€
DENTAL CHARTY
JUPP[R RIGHT UPPER LEFT
e O S W 1 1 Py 8 LB
[LOWER RiGHT LOWER LEFT
16 18 b1 ) 13 12 11 10 9 9 10 11 12 13 is 15 16
X u Extracted O = Cavious i =» Cavioua Nen-Resterable

FRACTURES AND/OR BRUAKS

TATTO0S ANO/OR BIRTHMARK

ADDI TIONAL |4FORMATION

)

o LA

X i * :
X s N i AT S

i

b
I

-

J




MACR 1107 Mission from St Mawean,England to Casa Blanca,lorreco

Date = 23 Oct.43 (B=26) Crew =7

Pilot MeCulloch, Everett R 0=-572,371 KIA ta s

Co=Pilot Peale, Robert J. T-187,572 KIA v

Nav Siegel , Bernard 0=792,504  EIA

Bomb Pitre, Ray E 0-678,564 KIA

Gunner lheeler, Jumes 35,563,995 KIA &
Graves, d. L. 18,180,624 KIa "
Crawford, Villiam M 31,192,394 KIA p




2 By okl i . B . e i radd i |V SRS NV V0= Fe SRS (T BN SR R i

CORRECTED L1ST OF CREY REFCRT - NAMES & SERIAL NUMBIRS W . B

McCulloch, Everett R 0612311 281 X1
Peale, Robert J, T 187 5T F/O0
Siegel, Bernard 0 mmm . lst LtN/4°
Pitre, Ray B, 0 678 564 24 Lt qﬁ.
/Wheeler, Janes W. 35 563 995 S/Sgt
\9..-33.9 0 : 18 180 62 8/sgt Wt
Arawford, William M, Jr 31 192 5% 8/Sgt M.A |
Case 1107
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AG 704 DRAD (4 Jan 44)

5 January 1944.

MEMORANDUM TO: Officer in Charge, Mail and Message Section,
Casualty Branch,

¥ SUBJECT: Casualty Report,

1. In acocordance with the memorandum approved by the Chief,
Casuaity Branch, a casmalty report will be initiated statiig that
the following named prisonnel were killed in action, mear Peniche,
Portugal, on 25 Octobar 1943t

mﬂt mw IOM :. P.l.’ T-M'Tz
Staff h‘m Jo L- h‘., 18,180,624
Staff Sergeant James W, Wheeler, 35,563,995

2. Evidence considered sufficient to conclusively establish the
fact of death was received by the Secretary of War on 30 Decembar 1943.

3. Miondirutdhhndonthoappromm'otﬂhw

Review and Determination Section dated 4 January 1943, attached hereto, ° '

DANTEL P, .
n. m.’ ‘.G. LE
Officer in Charge
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4 January 1944.

MEMORANDUM TO: Chief, Casualty Branch, A,G,0,

SUBJECT: Review and Determination of Status of Flight Officer
Robert J, Peale, T-187572, Staff Sergeant James W,
hesler, 35,563,995, and Staft Sergeant.J, L, Graves,

’1 ’ . .

1. Air Transport Command Report of Casualties No, 144, dated 29
October 1943, (Casualty message No, 319028) reported the following per-
sonnel as missing since 25 October 1943 while enroute from St. Mawgan
to Casa Blanca in a B-26 type aircraft No, 41-32014!

*
Second Iieutenant Bverett R, MoCulloch, O=67237"

Flight Officer Robert J, Paale, T-187572

Second Lieutenant Ray E, Pitre, 0=678564

First Lieutenant Benard Siegel, 0=792504
Staff Sergeant James W, Wheeler, . 3&.’6_31995- i
Steff Sergeant Wiliiam M, Crawford, Jr,, ..~ 31,192,594 . iR
Starf Sergeant J, L, Gravey, , <. 18,180,624 (1) L
2, Letter dated 9 Decembur 1943 from Seymour G, rond, Iieutenant s

' Colonel, Air Corps, Assistent Military Attache for Air; Ameriocsn lLegation

Lisbon, Portugal, ect: Fatal Orash of B-26 off coast of Portugsl prepce
25 October 1943, addressed to Chief, Military Intelligente Service, Rt
(For Commanding General, jrmy Air Forces, G-2) included the following | TR
= i P ; ' ot LS (kg ._3\‘_._ < <R
"Staff Sergeart George L, Graves, 4,C,, 4SN: 180624 wes =~ . . . ¢
buried November 9, 1943, at the Munioipal Ceametery of Peniocke, RN
(Province of Extremadura) in'Grave No, 1, Square 4, Row 13, ..
Staff Sergoant James Willis Wheeler, A.C,, 35573995, was ~ . = R S
buried October 307 1943, in the Cemetary of Vioirs de Ledria o .
(Province of Extremadura) in Grave No,.212, ¢ = oo ot
An ‘unidentifisd airman' was buried Nov. 3 1943, fn the = 1 o
Cemetery of Vierra de leiria, (‘rovince of Extremsdurs) im 3 g
Grave No, 214, ' B L R0 A g s |
It is believed this may be the body of Lisutemant R, B, b gy
Pitre, A0, PR b e
ﬁoum, the corpse when washed ashore had no hesd v SRR A, €
I nor feet, sll having been decomposed or saten away by ri.h. bt :::?:-_':‘-
o Y _‘3«
-l i ; : N
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A flying helmet washed ashore, and a blouse are stated to have
oonhindthonmotmntmti. E, Pitre, :

The boay of Flight Officer Robert James Peale, A,C,, T-187572,
was buried in the cemetery of Fieira de lLeiria, (Province of
Extremadura) on November 12, 1943, in Urave No, 218,

The body of George L, Graves, as stated by the examining
physioian, indicated this airsan died from a piece of shell frag-
ment embedded in the corpse. ;

Natives in Peniche said vlkere was heard machine gum firing in
the clouds first, then what appeared to be firing from a surface
vessel, perbaps a U-boat (which are said to be refueling bere) and
later :hmm heard a violent crash the airera™ struck the .
water, \ i ..‘_f

(2)



AG 704 DEAD (4 Jan 44)

presence of surface craft, even though hostile, in the vicinity of the
crash creates hope that the other members of this arew may have survived
the crash and been taken aboard and that they are now unreported prisoners
of war, In the absence of any other report concerning these crew members
it is recommended that no action te taken towards a change in the present
missing status of the following personnel:

First Lieutenant Bernard Siegel 0=792504
Second Lieutenant Everett R, MoSulloch, 0=672371
Second Lieutenant Bay E, Pitre, 0-678564,
Staff Sergeant William M. Crawferd, Jr., 31,192,5%

5. It is further recommendsd that a casualty report be initiated
stating that the following personnel were killed in mction, near Peniche,
Portugal on 25 Octcber 1943!

Flight Officer Robert J, Peale, '1'-187,572
Staff Sergeant J. L. Graves, 18,180,624
Staff Sergeant James W, Wheeler, ' 35.563,995

6. Evidence considered sufficient to conclusively establish the
fect of death was received by the Secretary of War 30 December 1943.

Ay

JOSEPH ¥, HINNESSEY
lst it., A, G, D,,

Special Determination Sub-Seetion. L
CONGURRED IN i
JOHN T. BURNS, DANIEL P. POTEET,
hjﬂ" 100090’ I& °°1c. A.G, Do’ . -y
Status Review and Officer in Charge .
Determination Section Status !lovi_ml_lﬂ r
| Determination Section,
ARPROVED: i G

Pmnntummmwmwmuu)wm
AG 240 (3=20=43) dated 17 April 1943, subject: "Procedure under Publie

Law 490 in case of desth", u&fioidrmrtdduthﬂllhnﬁom
datoo.fduthuu%tohwlwmduuufmdptofﬂilﬂi.ctm
by the Secretary of War as 30 December 1943, 268y

By order of the Secretary of Wart

GEORGE ¥. HERBERT,
v GM &G n.’
chur, Ouulty Braneh, A.G.

B b,
{




AG 704 DBAD (4 Jan 44)

1,

LIST OF SQURCE MATERIAL

Air Transport Command Report of Casualties No, 144, dated 29 October
1943, (Casualty message No, 319028)

Letter dated 9 December 1943, from Seymour G, Pnd, Lieutenant Colonel,
Air Corps, Assistant Military Attache for Air, American Legation,
Iisbon, Portugal, subject: Fatal (rash of B-26 off Cosst of ortugal,
25 October 1943, addressed to Chief, Hﬂitu'i Intelligence Service,
(For Commanding General, Army Air Forces G-2).




2118 (293) JDT /wes
9 December 1943
SUBJECT: Report of Burials,

TO: The Quartermaster General, Washington, D, C,
{Through Chief, MIS),

In compliance with paragraph 1, AR 30-1815, April 15,
1942, the following report of burials is submitted:

organization: .
{2) Place, ceuse. and dake of death: In sea 9

kilometers north of Sao Pedro de llnol Portugal: killed when plane

(B-26) crashed into sea at 0600, GMT Oot.obar 25, 1943. i
(3) Date and hour of turial: Buried on November 9,

1943. J
J4)_Name of cemetery where buried: Municipal oy

cemetery of Periche, Peniche, Portugal, Square 4, Row #13, Grave #1; 4

Catholic service. . i SRS BT Y |
{5) Dispopition of identification tags: Nope e

Sound. . “'
ddentification: Wallet tith idcntif:ing pnpu't found on bedy.

Nrs, Letha A. -

[ ] .  attact |
WMJ&IM?LLI" List attached; ~Cfects
shipped to Bffects QM, KC, Mo, (through Chief, MIS, W/D,Weshi.gton),

organization: ; ' . b 'm. a
kilmtmnrrthof&o?dro """ s Portugal; H.llulthllplm
(B-26) uruhodm,omnoaoo uu' Outobu-aa. 1943,

q b .O'. 12' 19‘3
Vieira de Leiria, Grave ¥o. 218. Cer ‘does -m h:rn.rw q' :

ot bers,
T (5) mmguwu lu-




]
apd organization: James Willis Wheeler, 35573995, Staff Egt,’lc
{2) Plage, cause. and date of death

t In sea 9
kilometers rorth of Sao Pedro de Muel, Portugal; killed when plane
(B-26) crashed into ses at 0600, GMT, October 25, 1943.

(3) Date and how of burial: Oct. 30, 1943,
at 5:00 p.m,

m_&nmm.’hn.m-ii Cemetary of
Vieira de leiria (Province of Extremadura) in Grave No, 212, As

this is a small cemetery no row or plot numbers are allotted.
{5) Diszoaition of idemtification tage: None

found,
(6) Description of corroborating reans of
identification: Soldier's Individual Pay Record.

:
Nrs, Thelma Wheeler (wife), 508 E, South "A" Street, Gas City,
Indiana,

removed from body and disposition of same:
are en route herc from place of burisl. They will be forwarded to
Effects QM, KC, Mo,

1
Enknon but believed %o be Lieutenant n.l.gm,

ergenization:

AC, whose flying helmet and blouse with his name were washed
shhore, The corpse when washed ashore had no headshendscet, feet,
which had either decompcsed or been eaten by fish, Finger prints

therefore were not sible,
%MM' In sea 9
kilometers north of Padro de Muel, Portugal; killed when plane

(B«26) crashed into sea at 0600, GMT, ’ Oetober 25, 1943,

Nov, 3, 1943, as
"unidentified airman,
\_ @
of Vieira de leiria 'Prov:lnnc of m ; in Grave No, 21%;“
ELWMI
found,
(6) Deseription of: ating means of

'identification: None except as mentioned im (1) above,
m_nmummmm

None found, _ ,
{8)_Parsonal effectg: Nonme fovnd,
ST-PHEN 0. FTQUA
It Col, GSU
Act:ln; ¥4l sy Attache
2 Iml.o

148}, 5:%: ﬁﬁr&“’ Sgt Graves
cer P




Effects of Robert James Peale, T-187572, Flying Officer, AC

1. One AGO pass with photo, which has been washed off, attached,
2, One AAF Pilot and Crew Member Physical Record Card,
3. Two Pay Data Cards,
4. Three personal papers and two photographs,
5. One leather wallet,
6. US currency as follows:
a., One fifty dollar note,
b. Fourteen Twenty dollar notes
¢, Three ten dollar notes
d. Three one dollar bills
e. One "Short Snorter" signatured one
dollar bill.
7. Foreing currency as follows:
One 100 franc note (Afrique)
One 50 frane note )
0.3 1 ¥ note (Scotland)
One 10 Shilling note (England)
One 5 Eronur note (Landsbank Islands)
One 5 franc note (Naroe)
8, The following personal items:
1 fountain pen
1 key
1 automatic pencil, broken




b 1, Money:
" 1 Short Snorter bil1 (one dollar),
“ 12 coins (various eoutt®ies)

11 photos
3. 11 stemps (6 ¢,air mail - USA)
4. 1 mechanical pencil
5. 1 cigarette case

g 6. 1 wmllet
o 7. papers:
R a. A sors. with a pencil note on it
: b. Book = Scldier's qu Punocord
| c. Texas driver's 1i emo ort Worth, Tex,
b d. Identity cards, 1 ooh uu &2

W £, Ismunisation Register
. to Transfer to Foreign Scﬂioo. signed by

°. Putplu,inudlvmu. Bomtt

bottom half torn off
2 others
AC

g. Nimeographéd form, subject, 'nruu Examination

Prior
T.LeSage, Lt MC




/whe

AG 704 DEAD (25 Jun 47) AOB/mnh/5E781/518
25 June 1947

MEMORANDUM TO; Officer in Charge, Casualty Section,
Personnel Actions Brapch, AGO

SUBJECT: Reports of Death i

1, The following-named Air Corps personnel were reported missing since
25 October 1943, enroute from St, Mawgan, England, to Casablanca, Moroeco,
Upon a review by SR&D Sectior, Casualty Branch, 26 October 1944, that there
wa3 evidence of enemy action their status was changed from "Missing" to "Missing
in Action". They were presumed dead as of 26 October 1944 under the provisioms
of Bection 5, Missing Persons Act:

1st Lt Bernard Siegel 0792504

2d Lt Ray E, Pitre 0678564
S Sgt William M, Crawford, Jr, 31192594

2, Missing Air Crew Report #1107, submitted by the 12th Air Force,
dated 28 October 1943, reveals that the above-named personnel were members
of a seven-man crew of a B-36 MA (B-26) aircraft, serial number 41-32014
which departed from St, Mawgan, England, to Casablance, Moroceo, 25 October
1943, on a ferrying mizsion., Attached to the Missing Air Crew Report is a
general summary of southern routes weather from 0000 to 0700 GMT 25th October

1943.

"No frontal activity enroute, Cloudiness variable, 3/10 to £/10,

but generally broken, Cloud type was strato-cumulus and cumulus,
Base of eclouds 1500 to 3500 feet with top oc clouds variable, 4000
to 7000 feet, but occasionally 7-10-000 feet in widely scattered rain
showers in zone 03 and 04, Visibility 6 to 15 miles, lowering at
surface in showers to 2 to 6 miles, Aproximately 10 knots overall
tail winds,

"Casablanca Terminal: Reported clear skiee with visibility 12 miles
at 0400 GNT, No further reports were received, Weather should have
remained the same at Casablanca,"”

3. The status of the remaining Air Corps personnel, not considered in
this review is as follows:

24 1t, Everett R, MeCulloch 0672371 Place of Death~
At Sea, near Ponta Do Forte, Nazare, Portugal, OCause
of death - Decapitation,




‘the personnel listed in paragraph 1, were killed in action, 25 Octobar 1943,

4G 704 DEAD(25 Jun 47)

they heard machine gun fire in the clouds first then what appeared to be
firing from a surfice vessel, then a crash as an aircraft struck the witer,
Four bodies, positively identified as the remaining crew members of this
plane, and one unidentified body, were washed ashors in the vicinity of Peniche,
Portugal. A blouse and flying helmet bearing the name of Lt, Pitre wers also
washed ashore, The fact that a shell fraguent was found in the body of Staff
Sergeant Graves substantiates the report that the plane was shot down by hos-
tile craft. Taking into consideration all facts of the case it ir logical to
believe that subject personnel, listed in varsgraph 1, either perished when
the plane crashed or died froam drowning or exposure a short time after landing
in the sea. In either case, thoir bodies may have been washed cut into the
sea or may have been washed ashore in later mohths and were too decomposed to
be identified.

6. It is recommended, therefore, that pursuant to the provisions of Sec-
tion 9, Missing Persons Aect, the foregoing information be accepted as an
official report of death and that casualty reports be initiated stating that

when their plane crashed into the sea off the coast of Portugsl, waile in flving
pay status. The systemats will de processed in sccordance with paragraph 2b,
Operations Bulletin 35, 1945. The casualty reports and official reports of
death will include the following statement:

Finding of Death has beem issued previously under Section 5,

Missing Persons Act, shoving the presumed date of death as 26

October }944. This "Report of Death", based on informaticn

received since that date, is issued 1.|| sccordance vith Section

9dmmm1u¢ruuumwmmum
is as provided in Section 9.

A, L, O'BRIEN
lavestigator

APPROVED: memhm
BY ORDER GF THE SECRETARY OF WAR:
E, B, EWING
It. Colonel, AGD

oIC, Guuliy Section’ .
Personnel Actions hnoh, m




AG 704 - DEAD (25 Jun 47)

F/0 Robert J, Peale 22187572 Place of Death =
In sea, 9 km N, of Sao Pedro de Muel, Pirtugal, Cause
of Death . Plane crash in sea,

S Sgt James W, Vheeler 35563995 Place of Death ..
Off Shore, Vieira, Portugal. Causs of Death - Plane

S/Sgt J, L, Graves 18180624 Place of Death-

In sea, 9 km N, of Sao Pedro de Muvl, Portugal. Cause
of Death - Plane crash,

4. Letter dated 9 Degember 1943 from Seymour G, Pond, Lieutenaat Colonel,
Air Corps, Assistant Military attache for Air, American Legation, Lisbon,
P s SUBJECT: Fatal Crash of B-26 off coast of Portugal 25 October 1943,
addressed to Chief, Kilitary Intelligence Service, (For 0§, Army Air Forces,
G-2) give information relative to the burisl places of three of the deceased
airmen, and reads in part as follows:

"An 'dnidentified airman' was buried Nov, 3, 1943, in the cemetery
of Vieira de Leiria, (Province of Extremadura) in Grave No, 214.

It is believed this may be the b ‘v of Lieut, R, E, Pitre, A.C,
However, the cornse when washed as. “Te had no head, hands, nor feet,
all having been decomposed or eaten away by fish,

A flying helmet washed ashore, and a blouse are stated to have con-
tained the name of Lieut, R, E, Pitre.

& B = * * * * ¥ * x #* * R

"The body of George L. Graves, as staled by the examining physieian,
indicated this airman died from a piece of shel)l frajment embeded

in the corpse. -

Natives in Peniche said thers was heard machine gun firing in the
olouds first, then what eppeared to be firing firom a surface vessel,
perhaps a U-boat (which are seid to be re-fueling here), and later
there was heard a violent crash when the airesaf’j struck the water.
The undersigned visited the people of the coastal region where the
aireraft crashed, on Sunday, Nov, 21, 1945, interviewed a number of -
individuals involved in the case, and visited the cemectery where tis
airmen are buried.”

5, The aireraft in which subjeet perronnel were crew members of a B-26 %
plans which departed froe St, Mawgan, England, to Casablanca, Moroceo, 25 SR
Obtober 1943, on a fe~rying mission, folloving a course on the 12¢h meridian, 00
Later reports indicated that the plane was lost off the coasv of Portugal, which =
agrees with the course of flight. Natives of Peniche, Portugel, reported that . |

&
po




AMERICAN LEGATION SGP/rif
OFFICE OF THE IILgAR! AND AIR ATTACHE
LISBON

28 December 1943
SUBJECT: Death of E. R, MeCulloch, 0-672371, A.C.
T0: Chief, MIS (For Commanding General Army Air Forces, A-2)

1, Tt was reported to this office, morning of this day,
that the body of an American Airman was washed azhore on Christmas
Day on the Portuguese coast. The body was discovered about dawn
botween Nazare and ldiria, at a little fishing village called Foca.
Tnis information was givem to us by the eantain of the port of

2. It was stated by the captain of the port of Nazare
that an identification tag was on each wrist, The duplicate tags
contain the following dsta:

C. R, MeCulloch

0-672371

T-43A, c.s, Ng, McCulloch
Route No, 1, 7

¥on Orny, Texas,

There was no head, nor feet remaining on the body when
it was found,

3. This office has requested one tag be returned to this
office and one tag be burried with the body, As soon as the tag is
received it will be forwarded.

4. In connection with the above material, reference is
made to our secret cablegram 991, dated October 29, 1943, and our
letters 2669 (373) November 3, 1943; 2770 (373.) November 11, 1943;
2761 (373.) Novembar 30, 1943; and 2819 (373,) December 9, 1943.

/8/ SEMOUR G. POND
I‘tc m.m w
Asst, Mil Attache for Air,
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[ Fires Le. Beraard Steged

| sesead L. Ray 3. Pitre
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