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The story of the present 60th Bomb. 3¢ idn. (M) really
begins wlth the acgquisition of B-206 o n:lunus in Kovember 1941,
by the 38th Bomb. Graup, of whick this squadron was a part,

The group, composed of the 62th, 70th, and 7lst Squadrons,
and the 15th Reconnaissance squuéron, bad unsil that tine
only seven B-18's and five PT-17's, In January 1942, the
group was ordered btu leave Jaclson, ' ississzippi, where it had
been stationed for setcral wmacths, and the Personnel departed
in sections on Jancury 17th, 18th, and 19th respecticely for
San Francisco &:.d overscus duty.

The enlisted wen of the zround schelons were housed upcn
their arrival in San Pranczisco, in the Livesboeck Pavilia o, or
""Cow Palace," and 2ad 2b. Walt » Hewacd, who is now enzineer-
ing officer of tle 83th, wie Ile Officer of the Day the Cirst

day, January 23rd. Tle westher wyes incle end considerable
unplessantness wag incuuntcred while erc ctlnt the cook tent
and settinz up the essz [acilities.

£

On January 23th the zrwund schslsin £ the 38th G Group
bocwmdad ths Army Transport Bliss, for-erly the Fre:ident
Cleveland. The "liss lefl in convoy Crom San Frensisco-on
¢he Slst and arrived st 2rishene, Ausbralia on February 25,

ﬁf@é?. The Group went by boat tou Yelbourne and thence by

rail to sellerat, where the trooos we s guartered in private
hones f:» one 'cck. They resurned to Brishane by reil,

adt

staying one day et Cawp Dombum, and then they »nroceeded by

- truck convoy to ﬁwburl“u Field, Iﬁsu“cL, Austrelia, On liay

17th the 63th mround echelon veinrned bo FReishane and depsrted
on a:Dutch stea ar for “-Luv;, L”w Caledonia. TFrom IJoumea
they went directly by btruck convoy 52 Tontouta, acriving there
on May 20, 1:42 WJG? reriaized at foenbaoute ustil June 23nd
whorn thny tr1ucled T4 Plaines de Gajiacs, ef'ter joininz the air
echelon and I rain; tie comnlote G63th Bombardnent Squeadron (i)
for the Tfirst tise L3 “as bhen tiat Lhe §9th was detachad
from the 38th Group, for cupins thoir stoy ab Hew Caledonisa
they were LpLLauLhd undaer the QLPLuLlGE of Col. Rich, Air
Commander of Hew Caledonia, wlic in turn. s caeived lneLructions
directly from Cor "TSGHHG.
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In the weantine ths *1" cchelon »f the 38th Group stayed
at Fort MeDowell, C:al fo fa, until YMarch 8th, when the air
officers and crew chicls Cn;artﬂd Tor Patbersin Field near
Dayton, Ohio. The re uindtr of the echelon left saklend on
April 2nd, & rivinz ub ebiireon Field four days later.
Durinr'thvlr stey ot Fort “elowell 2nd Lt. Josesh P. Williams
was lel't in charze i fiie sificers and 130 enlisted men.

At Patterson FPield the pilots, crews, and rround men
received further in<tructin on B-26 ﬂl”ﬁ1EnE$ and it was in
May 1942, that the 33th Group was ccuinnad with B-26B ships.

Durirn= this surdied the first fficoers! orsm tions came
throuzh. Lincoln E. Behlin: and Jamus &, Colling were pro-
noted to captaln, while 2n. Lt. Cliffard A, Johnzton, Cherles
Fa_Liﬂﬂﬂmfultﬂr Lewis C. Lon%, and Fred C. ‘right, Jr., became
first LJeutcnunuu. Phe o the-ity was sor Department Spegcial
vrdér no. 80, dated erch 24, 1312,

On ¥ay 1ath

he 59EL Bor®. 3ndn. (M) under the comaand
o Capt. Jehu L. fnwl

s ﬁv,,:fLi Tar UspeEortiient .00 M98 e
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Pl Ror®, 3adn. (V) ander the comuand

iy "ﬁ“zt reae’ved Tar Depsrbuent 8.0. #1128 to
% rsoas, wod vhe Tiret f1lizht ol threc planes piloted
el an Ipilins, 12t %L, Lonr, and 2nd Lt. Jjatson left fmmed-
Satpl- Maptlopwiluon <1318, Jeliforris end Tawali.

it 1s nucasswry B0 recapitulete at this point. Hitherto
the air echol:n personacl of the 69th hadihden actually the
71latk 3guadron, but shon the order woes ie=suecd, the 71st was
nssimed bo,the 63th ground echel mn over ses dhile the ori-
giral 69th Beeame ths Tist end shta cd at Patterson rield ace
'*L., 2fficers and wn of the &5th chanied the nuher of thexr

s A e



Zopin Bhortly therealfter 45 ~fficurs “nd 28 enlisted men left
in B-26B planes while a few trovelsd by American Airlines to
thp ‘West Coast. The nlenes 1ult Patterson Field for Fort ifayne,
-“ﬁ ‘Indiana, to loud full sith zag for thelr cr:ss country trip,
sbeking advanbaze of the lon: cemenbd runcsy. The pilots and
,erevs nexed their ships and startsd for Galifurniu,

it "Henry" was piloted 57 2nd Lt. dobert E. Wilwarth with
-En& Lts. James B. uuo."and Paul B. Tibhetts as co=-pilot and
navizat:r respoctively. First licutenant uli“ford L. Johnston
o with 2nd Lts. John S. Thac aund Joseph V. Seslfried, Jr. Tlow
_"ths "Yap Trap"; lst. Lt. Lowis ¢. Long, 2nd Lt. Lee E. cazner,
¥ aﬂu aavizetor 2nd Lt. Thomes K. Veens, Jr. were in the "Hattie

; 1s5°Lt. +homas R. Jaddleton, 2nd Lt. Girard uumau, and
qEnd Lt. Chalners 3. Gustulson rode the "Peod off Patootiel;
“while ‘1st Lt. Ffred ¢. wricht, Jr. .ith 2nd Lts. Joseph H. i
jdur“ and oamel J. vlemburs sere flyins the "irkansas Traveler.!

i Leapt. Lincoln E Bohl-of-drth 2ad Lis. wslaine E. Yiesner

Ttand Mitchell S. opedone left in the "darmon T.eteor"; 2nd Lts.
“Lloyd B. Field, Edwin J. ©ch puman, and Thoulms A. “i.es, Jr.

: %fleu in "Judy“~ Gapt. Jawes F. Collins, Jr., 2nd Lt. Colin
‘#0WVillines,  and 2ad 5t. fradorick A, Felutt, Jr. rode the

;= Nyiinsoclkie; ‘Capt. John L. Turhus with 2nd Lts. Janmes H.

Ik ﬁDdﬂllttle Jr. and Daniel ¥, Peeley took "Little John"; 2nd

slta...Stephen 1. Howbart, ﬂancld .3e "hite, and Frank A. Morris -

‘HETL in the ”Tansds G;ty Eitty"; while two other. witmed plamss == =

Jwere flown by 2nd Lts. Lloyd E "hitley, Enders Dickinson iII,
and bugenc J. English, Jr.; and'tha last, 2nd Lts, William

:?[S iatsen, Leonerd H. Ghrttiﬁvton, and Jahn P. Schuran,

%Alﬂn? with the above crew were nine borbardiers; 2nd Lts.

s ;Jamea W, Magers, Anthony D. Korumpes, Louis A. Bartha, Irving

st i Kemp, ‘Dayton T. Kort, dobert H. Iudson, John J. “artos, Oscar
‘.- F< lchaniels, La;rcﬂcu H. Krogh, Cherloes ¢. Pughes, and Joromec.

; F. Goldstein. Pillet 2nd Lt. Vornoan P, Martin, crmasent officer

“William H. fosar, and cngincering officer dasp We lloward

““were included.

_ Before rueching ficw Celedonia two plancs were lost and

. " two more worc damezed and replaced. The first to go was End
- Lt. . Whitley's, thc sccond was Lst Lt. Longts, and the other

= two, Capt. Collins' und Lt., .atson's werc lost in the Hidway
3attliec. : :

“ordered to take off from Basr Fisld at 0530 on ey 19th
~for the - Sacruemento Air Dgpot withoub maps or bricfing, Lt.
33? Whitley and ercw werc lost over MNebraska in a storm vien the
. 'radio compass ceescd to function. The fuel transfer pump also
~failcd to opcrate, so despite Lb. Lnzlish's successful navi-
-gatiﬂn by use of the Airways Pacilitics! Chart, Lt. Whitley
. wes pompelled to - land the B-26B in a tinvy civilihn airficld,
' near Fromont, llcbraska., Two rural citizens present at the
£ . landing, acein# a scdlum bomber for the (irst time, asked if

¢t was..a. tnainLn: sivip,. while &another spectator waa paﬂitiva_”_.
hthat Lt dhitluy and his men were racruiting. A



},} Aftor the westher hed elesred end tho plane hed bheen
" lightened, Lt. Yhitloey attempted a teke >ff from the sh.rt,

. .grassy strip, Taking off the wet, slippery field proved

~hazardous cnou-h in a B-26, and the plane clecared = telegreph
- pole only after crumpling the planc!s réar port bomb bay “door.

Lts. Whitley ”wd Dickinson brn"—ht the plane safely dnto Omaha,
< where it wes ruplaccd by another R=26B from the Glenn L.
~Heartin plant of that eity. GSeversl deys later the whols crew
2 in a new plane departed for Sacremento and "arrived there with-
" out  difffeculty.

_ At the Sacrcumente Lir Cepot the planes werce stripped of

;o armor plete, vachine zuns, and unnccessary eguipment, while
extrae Zos ta ks wore Titted in the. bond beys. i'rom there they
proceeded to Hawilton Ficld, whire the planes were given a
Tinal check-up by the croew chicfs. Trhey were then refucled,
and, the first flizht of B-26s lodt [or IDiclkem ricld, Oahu,
T.H., on :ay 22, 1942, The flizht l.sted 13 hours, an® it was



~ ated by a medium bombor. Gant. CAIns, L8 LT Long; Haw
-22d Lt. Watson piloted ihe low o siuues,

From lay 22nd to Junc 102 tec 69%h and 70th Bomb. Sqdns.
(M) ferried 26 Martin meduin heor.snrs FProm California to Hickam
Field without a single =miaran,

The guns, armor plata, =snd sitlier cguipment, which had
been removed from the sovad:an's lanas at the Sacsremonto Adr
Depot, were shipped from Hemilton fleld in two LB-30s, as
well as some of tho cowhet “wews of the 70:h and 89th with
their luggage. The first plane reschod its destination salely,
but two engines cin the socend cne feiled shorily after the
take off. The pilot's ctiemot toc turn the ship was unsuccess-
ful and it crashcd ite the muountains, #illingscome ermployces
of the Consolidated Alrcraft Company enc 10 enlisted men of
the 69th and 70th Squadrors. The .on feow the 69th who lost
their lives were: T?E;t- 2lydsc Tweedy, 7/5zt. Loren Van Kirk,
T/Sgt. Floyd Gerald, and Ivos. Pollk and Constantoponeos.

During the la t ten days of May et Hickam Fisld Capt.
Collins! flight had racticed torpedo bombing with their B-26s,
and it wes not long after that their abllity was tested.

Heving arrived. st HMidasy Jsland two days before, Capt. Yollins
o and Lt. Wetson with their alanes and crews were ordered to
X participate in the liidway Battle, while Lt. Long and his
==~ -navigator, Lt. iccns, who had gone along as SpLrc Crews, were
ordered to stand by, : T ety :

Each planc carrying onc torpedo took off from Midway
Island at 0630 on the worning of Junc 4th, and in 30 minutes
contact was made with the enemy. With Japancse planes of four
carriers around thom, Capt. Collins and Lt, wWatson, following
a flight of six Marine pilots, made their runs on & carrior.
As Capt. “ollins drew closc he dro ped his "fish" and zoomod
into tho clouds for protection, whilc Lbt. “ntson's Planc
crashed into the sea and was never scon again,

With 2nd Lt. Watson the squadron lost 2nd Lts. Whittington

and Schuman, co-pilot and navigator respoectively; Corp. Ywen,

radio operator; Szt. Decker, cngincer, and Corp. Sictz, tail
gunncr. Capt. Coliins!' planc returncd with more than 100

bullct holes in it, and a crosh landing wes necessary, for

the hydraulic systom had been completely shot awey. MNone of

the crew was seriously injurasd, though the radio operstor

sustained facicl lacerations from the flying glass,

Cept. Co.i.linsJt kFiz co-pilet 2nd ILt. Colin O. Villines,
- navigator 2nd Lt. "homes i, Weoms, Jr., cngincer Sgt. Jack
D. Dunn, radic operator T/Sgbt. riaymond S. #hite all subse-
_quently received the Distinguishoed Scrvice Cross for their
exploit, namely, of sinkine, e£s well as accounting for three
"0 Type Japancse fighters. Lt. Jatson and his crew were all
.- awarded the samo decorantion, and the Purplo Heart, posthumusly.
.. Thet was the first tim¢ lend bascd aireraft had becn usod
for torpcdo attack against surface vesscls, i




On June 1l3th the 6%th roceived orders to procceed to New
Caledonia, and the first flight of four planca, piloted by
~Capts. Bechling and Collins, 1lst Lt. “eddlcton, and 2nd Lt.
Fiold, left Hickan “icld ot 0700 on Junc 15th. The two other
flightb departed on Juns 15th e&nd 18th. The planes went to
Chriatres Island, thoneo to :Lﬂuﬂﬁ #ini, and Tontouta,

New' Ca_idcnlia. The sozond :l* :t, for obserfation purposes,
pacecd over Jarvis Islauli cn route from Christmas to Canton.
Gk wnet20th the ek of vhe air echelon, coXxeept for Lt.
e and e Tow ewrlizted men, took off in an LB30C. Also Lb.
Lory, &.d craw wors oft bhihind awaiting another plesne to
»ariezo thelr damazed B-20.

>

i
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Ty Juas 23rd all of tre air echelon execept Lt. Long and '$
erew had joined the grourd ochclon at Tontouta, On that day 32

& mé2a movemsnt by air ani truck convoy was made to Plaines
G Jniae, 130 miles wovth of Hoamea, on the west coast of
HNew Jaladonla.



: It is here thab the saze o¥ the 354, 1f it way be so
o called, really began. ks :ta fesrondaent Souadron at New

s.-Caledonia was the firsh .=ir'. “ealibidmems sutkfit in “the South
iien Pacific, and along with tre Tokh Derberdmant Zgquadron, which

tantarrived at’' Fiji one week iuicr, wus the sole air striking

Wi force available for use azeinst the Japanese fleet in the South

" &, Pacific during those crucial months before we had baken CGuad—

. % ialcanal and entrenched oursscives there, The Flying of'ficédra

i were-hailed by the ground forces on liew Caledonia as saviors,

+. ‘end miracles were expectoed fiom this lone sguadron at the

time ‘when the Japancse iluvl o loose in that part of the
~Pacific, and when a lunding stbtack was expected deily.

_ This squadron was the ficst to srrive at Plaine de Galae,
and with the exception of two galvanized huts housing members
»¢.of the Hawaiian Construction Co., there was absolutely nothing
%' “on the fisld. Only one runway had been completed, and the
:;ﬂfjnorth—acuth strip was still under construction. It was nece=
+ :Ssary to establish a cawp under the most adverse conditions
quickly, for the squadron was callcd upon to perform its first'
mission only two days laoter, on June 26th. Lt. ‘Howhert and "
cB-pilot, Lt. White, patroled, cireling the islend of iHew
Caledonlia and the Isle of Pines.

3 \H:fﬁfiiﬁhmp in the woods was set up, off the noctheast-end of: .
amethelifield, . Sleeping in tents under one blanket only for the

Jackets end built small fires inside the tents to keep warm.
The nearest running water was two miles from camp, and often
- 'both.enlisted men and officers had to hitchhike bo the strcam
Y for water sinec thcre were no vchicles assigned to the squad-
4 ron.es yét. Crude toilet ubkensils Were constructed, and mess
facllities were inadequetc. Contact with Noumea was poor by
~road end infrequent by air. Food and supplics werc often
. lacking thosc¢ first fow ‘wecks, and the moss was unavoldably
poor. For frcsh meat the squadron dupendcd uoon .the accurate
-aim of various officors and cnlisted men who returncd from
hunting ferays with larcc buck docr. Spocking of living
.~ econditions on¢ of the bombardicrs quippcd, "It's & vicious
 eirele that hus no cnd, znd & horrible fatc owoibs us all."

© L At that time Cupt. Burhus was comnanding officcr, 1st
o Lte Waddloton the op rations officer, lst Lt. Clydc Nichels
. was adjutent, Capt. Santo Cupsola flight surzcon, 2nd Lt.
- Howard cnzincoring officor. 2nd Lt. Rosar srmamont officcr,
~and A,B, and ¢ flight lcadcrs wore lst Lt. Johnston, Capt .
.« Collins, and lst Lt. Lingamfclter respoctively. As stated
“ before the squadron had by this time lost all contzet with
the 38th Group and opeur. tcd under ComAirSop ac throuzh the
Island Air Commandcr, Col. Rich. . i

iy On Junc 26, 1942 thoere were cttached to thoe 63th Zomb.
. Sqdn. (M) at Plainus do Gaiac 80 officcrs and men from the

. caircreft carricr, U.5.8. Lexington. Thesc survivors of the
~ - torpodocd visstl remaincd st Plaincs dc Gaise with the 63th
s 4until tho middle of August, 1942. R b

first week, the men wrapped themsclves at- nisht in TITahf s Tard



bt -On Junc 26, 1942 there wore sttachdd to thoe 69th 2emb.
. Sqdn. (M) at Plainus do Golac 80 officcrs and men from the
;;_gairq;nft carricr, U.S5.8. Lexington. Thesc survivors of the
. .torpodocd vessdl remained ot Plalnis dé Gaize with the 69th
feoguntilothe middle of August, 1942, Gty RSN U
Bl S On Junc 28th the squadron lest its next plenc., Lt.
- Wilmerth, his co-pilot Lt. Story, navigetor Lt. Tiboctts, and
. -bomberdicr Lt. Liagirs were about to take of f when the bomb
& bay burst into flemos. Thu officcrs and .acn hastily oscapcd
- bhrough sidc ond top hatches, by which time the plane wes
burcing furiously. The bomb: bay tankcs had been filled with
“sthc doors closcd, and fumue woepe ignitcd by a spark. In a
‘"Tew minutcs the plenc and its contents woere charrcd, twistod
“fmetals '

AL By Junc 30th thce squudron was slready reecivine further
instruction from thc Wevy in torpudo bombing. It might bo

v o motedihere that ot that time the 69th and 70th Squadrons _

~ “were the only medium bombers that wers belng trained to carry

" torpedocd and usc them age inst surfoec craft.

i 0On" July lst camc the first alert, ond the ships stood by
- with bombs und torpcdocs---an unidentiiicd ship. A day or so



later threc plancs woerce scnt oul %~ find o Jopancso submarline.
Gerrying four 300# bombs, they sighesd in the given locatlon
only & whalc.

On July 3rd the squuadron nevizator, 2nd Lt. Danicl M.
Feelcy,) went with Lt. Stcphoenhezen, & TBED pilot from the
Lexington, to confer wrich Col. H;:h and Admirel MeCain aboerd
the agaplonc tendeor - T7.3.9. dustis, in the Noumca Harbor on
Nevy procedurc of prnor:limg scctors that the 69th was to be
assigned.. It wos nocosgary at thet timec to errangc for weather

gservico, end: og.r - omsg, ond mithods of communicotlon. Tho
squadron had no lind ' ijoncs scetien, ond they locked maps.
chertsi and rceoguition signal osrecqoure,. AU one time, in fact

the navigetors wers GhﬂpulLLﬂ to make thelir own chorts whon
given potrol scctors extending towasd Guadaleincgl.

Onvthe morning of July &th «ll 12 plancs cerrying four
S00# bombsa wore ordercd to the norshwcst bip of How Caledonia
to ‘intorcopt the Jepencse flcct, which wus roportcdhcaded for
New Caledonla, Fortunctoly the fl:ot failecd to oppoears, ond
‘the noext day the sguadron continucd precticing torpado runs.

On July 1llth an ¢l ort was callecd whoen an snoemy submorine
was sighted, &nd thot day the lzst B-26, pilotcd by Lt. Long,
~grrived from.Hawaii., On the 15th Capt. Burhus with Lts.
‘Martin and Gustafson lsnded tho PLrvt bombor on” the ~runwey™ at:
Efste, New Hebrides. Thoy pickcd up Gen. Rosc and flcw over
Espipitu Santo, the first crmy planc to do so. Gen. Rosc ,
~pointed out a ficld of stumps that was to hecome strip #l. Leav-
ing Gen. Rosc ut Efate, the plsnc rcturncd to Pleincs de.Geiag,
“whore the noext two dryﬂ were spent on o8 consumpbtion tosts
' to determine whether flights to Gucodaleansel nd recturn werc
possiblc.

It wes nt this time, "July 17th, thut the first list of
sguadron prometloenes cwne through. Pirst licutenonts Jaddle-
ton, Wright, Leoag, Johorsteon, Gleoever, Lingomfelter, Hichols,
ad Ssurders Donnne stphoins) ond ‘Dickinson, Story, Whitley,
:Doollttie, Roordeon, Scivunan, Tkee, vhite, weisncr, Field,
Wegnax», Villincs, Zowwri, Wwilmerth, cnd Martin woero promotod
o the rank of first licut.onsant,

On Jguly 19th Capt. Burhus with Lt. Howbert cscortcd the
Tirst four P-593 to Efcte und roturncd with three F4P4s and
50 ecascs of beer to everyonc's jov. -

-ﬁt tats time o plin oo Luwe the 69th take off £ BEfatc
£, o I off from E .
CoPPYir: 1wo 10004 aombu or onc torpcde, fly to Guadslcecanal
end reotuen wes projeeted. Copt. Burhus insisted the runway

abtiEfntc was too. short for - B-26 to trkc off with thet load
and ‘that it was impossible to courry cnouzh gos to make the
wround trip non-stop. He roefuscd te scnd his men out on whaot
horconaldered o suieide mission, though he did offer to go
himsclf. Th¢ following doy he wrs pelicved and ossigned to

“the 65th Mctericl Squadron ot Tontouts. Copt. Yollins became

the commanding offilcer und Copt. Bohling wes gppointced "B"
flight lz=ader, vice Capt. bollins,



. Scveral deys bufore, on July 15th, when none B-26s,

six with torncdocs ond three with six 10@% bombs, were prace-
ticing coordincted torpoido runs with the destroyer, T.S5.S5.
MaeFarland, off tho Noumua Horbor, an cnemy submsrine surfocod
in their midst and immediately cerosh dived. The plence plloted
by Capt. “right rnd Lt. Fowbort with nevigator Lt. Chembors
end bombordicr Lt. Hoemp droppcd tholr bombs ns the destroyor
rcloasced depth charges. .The submiring wes destroyed, and the
R-z28 wius oercd:ted with on wsseist.

Cn July 22nd the fipst cizht B-17s of the 1llth Group
Lrrded ot Plainces de Goaine. On August 2nd and for six days
Jorecafter the 69th sent four B-268 to satrol = scctor with

si%s of 14 dcgreos South end 170 dugrecs East to cover our
# gl forecs thoen wmoving to.ord the Solomon Islonds. The sce-

cacoesd 187000 squors milos and went 30 miles nothwest of
#piriv wento, thonee ceet to the 170th meridian. Durlng this «

whmE o vicuh wos sisl:boed Twico. on Ausust 4th and_ 6th.

i



On _August Sth and tharsafhior Tor shoreximotely six weeks
the 69th sent six E-#6: om a da ;Iv auti~svhmarline patrol south
qgnd ‘west of Woumee L30 ulizs, one plane to caca sector. - The
_:$&33 before four B-23: Lzd searched south of the Isle of Pines

¢ for two lost Mavy plunes.

A an August 8th and 12th ships of our fleet were escorted
into the Noumza Harbor by the 69th, and on the 13th this
'\ 'squadron conducted a search for the crippled cruiser, U.S5.S5.

- Chicago. -On.the 11lth a new patrol of three planes daily toward
théJSalnmnns orea was inaugurated.

-+ On August 16th six planes conducted a search over a
3,000 mile arca for the surviviers of the destroyer, U.5.5.
) Jarvls ~and on the 22nd the three planes on daily patrol
f:;&wﬂrdgthé_Solomana were called off while six planes with
ftarpedoes were ordered to'stand by.

on August 26th the 69th took Col. Melvin Maas, USNMCR,
':.and Congressman from llinnesota, on an inspcction tour by air
of New. Caledonia and the Loyalty Islands., Later Col. Haas
.Lmade a report concerning the lack of supplies and equipment
Weid. in the South Pacific area that made the 69th believe he had
£ ? tbem in mlnd as well as ﬂther military sr;anizaulﬂna. :

LR {_Fiue days later the sguadron's former commanding offlcer,
Pl '_Gapt Burhus, died. A P=40 which Capt. Burhus was: test SR
‘-'”flying at Tontouta burst into flames shortly after .the take
watof i3l 1 On September lst the 69th with a ninc plane formation
_?flew ‘over the U.S. Hilitary cemetery to pay honor to Capt. :
“ Burhus at his burial. The 69th!s former commander had received
“*the respect and liking of every men in his organization.
A gtriect, truly efficient military men, Capt. Burhus was
Just and fair. Both his officers and men knew that there was
no favoritism, and they knew that thelr commanding officer
i neyer, demanded aﬁ,thlng of thom that he would not require
et _of_himaclf.

AT Two wecks before several other promotions for the squadron
. “game through; navigators 2nd Lts. Fecley, Seefried, Gustafson,

BEa “Hives,‘mcﬂutt, and Weems; co-pilot Girard Dumas; enﬂineering

L Sofficor Howard, and ngﬂmcnt ofTicer Rosar were promoted to

.. Pirat licutcnents. . About this time the sguadron received iks

~first addition, 2nd Lt. George i, Hinkel, who became aszist-
ant armament officer.

: i 0n Scptcnour 5th Gencrals Harﬁon and Patch with Col.
: se- Rich came’to Plalines' de Gaiac to prescnt Capt. Cellins and

& -his crow: with the Distinsuisl:cd Service Cross for their part
in the Midway Rattle. T,fSr-t. “hite, T/Sgt. Dunn, ond Lt.
Yeems were prasent, but the co-pilet, Lt. Villines was in
thﬁshﬂapital. - - '

. .+ On weptcember 7th Lts. Ficld, @Wilaerth, weems, and-Feeley
?‘_wc“c tho “Pirst-officers. toigo- to Auctrﬂl¢a on.what wis to.
“he theicnly Vaﬂﬁtlﬂﬂ'}hﬁ_ 2¢h’ has boen gronted in its 13
'mmnths oversons,  (n the 15th-nine plmnhs carrying torpcdoes
“Teft ror Efatc on an ﬂlﬂfv to attack the Japancse fleet which
baiq wes reperted headed southward toward New Caledonia




.4 On, =eptcmber 7th Lts. Field, Wilamarth, wcems, and Feeley
were -the tiat-officers to-go. to Australia on what v .s to
"be theicnly vacation: the 62%h has boen granted in its 13
¢7 - months ovorscns tn the 15th-nine. plancs carrying torpcdoes
we . lelt’ Tor Efate on ann clort to sttack thoe Japancse Tleet ‘which
o sggain wes repertod hoaded southward towsrd New Caledonia.

b LT IT was the night bofore that two members of the 69th
GRS sae 2din arether ino-—L that helps to make the history
50t this medium berbardaent outfit unique, On Scptembeor 13th
rs 2 L=-17E, wdich made. & c?ash landing, was sighted on a reef
235 miles north of Plaincs de Gaiac. off the shore of Belep
+"I3land.  2everal suvrvivers on the booch were apparcently in
\ r_-dlﬂtrcss. .50 Unp+ Lingamfelter, acting o-erations officer,
M prepared tha 0S2U which hsd boen assigned to the squadron
:b" ConAlrSoPas as Jlaiaon plane and crash boat, for take uff.
Titals Lo 1Agutur it Jumes W. hazdrs, a bombardier, offerred to
sesmpany: Ceot . Li ngamielter since hL was adept at admin-
stoping first a%d

.' "'\-J .';'_;

. Packing medicinal suppliss, food, and wotér into the
plene they took nff and discovered the surviveors late thet
aftornoon, Lt. lazcrs rowed the sipplics ashore and attended




to two men, findin:; it 1nwise Lo meve them. Lb. Magers
returned to the 0827-3, wi:ich vy thils Lime was drifting sea-
wanrd, for the small orc’io: woric met hold in the coral bottom.
The electrical startcr swilnh falled te function, and after
70 minutes effort twe o ficese chaondoned the planc, paddling
two miles back to sh:vo. £fter so hour and a half struggle
against, a choppy scuw thgey raiuinod tos survivers on the beach.
The next two days w r- . %2y oues without sufficicnt food

or water, but on vts “Jkh & PLY-H ianded, taxied into shore,
and rescued them. +l. woonded wore talsn to the 2th Station
Hospitsl, end Capt. "ing mfoltcl 2nd LL. Magers roeturned to
the 691 . 8 few qay. oo =aw The G320 was never scen agaln.

Several days lator un Septomber 18th the 69th lost 1its
next B-26 when Lt. wilmarth with Lis., Field and Tib-etts
and six enlisted men on a flight to Efate from Plaincs de
Gainc wore lost in bed woather. The radlo compass was 180
degrecs off, so of't - Lurning the olanc around and heading
back'for what fortunabtoly wes lund, Lt. Wilmarth and crow
were forced to bail cut over Hspititu Santo. 411 -en landed
safoly in or ncar the shore, except onc man, Pfe, Zrwin
R. Wilkening, who wes lost in the sca.

on the 21st the ninc plancs at Efatc reburned to Plaines
de Gaimc. The alcrt was off, und tho Japancsce fleet egain
~had failed to appcar. On the 23rd the squadron was supposed
to leuave for Guadalcenal, bHut bthe runwdy at Honderson
Ficld was not long cnough to accommodate a B-26. The follow-
ing day the squadron lcarncd for the first timc th:it it was
to receive B-25s. On Scptomber 30th the sguadron continued
practicing torpcdo runs.

On Scptember 24th thc sguadron hud recelved its first
pilot repleacement from the States, 1lst Lt. fatthew W,
Glossinger, the first man who had beoon spocially trained in
a twin enginc school. &1l the other pilots uithout cxception
had been trained in pursuit or atteck.

Two wccls lataer the officers cclebrated the completion
of their new club, the result of four wocks' hard work.
The 36 by 60 foot building was crected using native materials
entirely, cxcept for a ccment floor. Hard wood uprights,
split bamboo sidings lashcd with strips of berk, and a bark
roof mude this structure original enough to warrant an artieclo
about it in the February, 1943, issuc of Airforec magazinc,
The club wes unigue in one respect at loast, namcly, that
the manual labor for its orection was done cntirely by the
officcrs themselves. A casc of wiiskey was donatod by Col.
Rich Tor the club's opeoning, and the cclebration included the
elub's opening, and the celcbration included the proscntation
of a cow bell to the squadron navigator.

On October 9th Capt. Lingamfclter had cscorted a squad-
ron of P-39s to Efate and ispiritu Santo. On the 11th at
the dircetion of Gen. liarmon the 69th commcnecd navigation
instruction for air transport mcn in New Calcdonia, and in
the nine: following days scveral 69th officers navigated

0-478 to Guadalcanal, Fiji, and Lspiritu Santo.



on Octobor 9th Capt. Lingamfoelter had cscorted a squad-
ron of P-39s to Efatc and Lepiritu Santo. On the 1lth at
the dircetion of Gen. larmon the 69th commcnccd navigation
instruction for air transport mcn in New Caledonia, and in
the nine- following days scveral 69th officers navipgatcd
¢-47s to Guadalcanal, Fiji, and Lspiritu Santo.

On the 17th a P-39K was assigned to the squadron, whilc
oem the 13th to the 21st the 69th was again on the alert,
wtsrnding by with 1000# bombs and torpcdocs. It was at this
-.ze thet Gun. H.H. Arnold, Chief of thc Army #ir Forccs,
ssopped &t Plaincs de Galac, where he personally commended
vae men of the 69th Bombardment Squadron for their unstinbing
inbor, cxecllent morale, and hard work. epeeifically he
oraised the ingenuity of the commanding officr, Capt. “ollins,
and th. armament officcr, Lt. fosor, for the construction
~f the improvised forward gun turrct installation made of

=nlded scetions of an oil drum.

For months thc maointenance of the airplincs had buen
4 scrious pronlem for lack of su.plics, and it was only the
i _rcauity of the officers and men of the cngincering and
~omieent scetions that kopt the B-26s in thoe air.



T L L s CAL UL B % e W sl ibaie o .y -
fence wire was useod &4 o vl ool “he #9th truly operated
on a "shoestring.'

On Qctober 25th suppoies and food were dropped from B=-268
to the survivors of a C-47 sighted on a reef off northwest
New Caledonia. <*uringz the last week of Oectober Capt. Collins,
the commanding officer, was promoted to major, and on the
oath the first two B-25s were assigned to the sguadron. By

* November 10th there were three more.

on November 3rd there were two near accidents. Lt.
Kickinson ground looped the P-39 when the left brake zrabbed,
and the propeller was badly bent. A few minutes later Lts.
Whitley and Glossinger in a B-25 menazed to bring their plane
to a halt at the very end of the runway when a tire blew out
on the btake off. The plene was indissting 100 m.p.h. at
the time of the blowout, and only the pilots' dexterity saved
the ship from crashing altogether.

on November 10, 1942 the =ir cchelon went to Espiritu
Santo, and four B-26s made & round trip flizght to Guadalcanal,
returning the next day. #galn there was no place for the
. 89th at Guadalcenal, for at that time gascoline was S0 scarce
 there it was being feffied in by plane.
% . on November 23rd the first and only court martial In
the 69th was held. The enlisted man, accused of stealing the
contents of a msil bag, was acquitted. On the next day two
B-25s left with equipment to choose & camp zite for the
squadron at the new post, Efate, Hew Hebrides. On the 25th
the squadron was presented with a plan to cerry magnetic
mines to Shortland Farbor, drop them there and return to
Espiritu Santo non-stop. Fortunately nothing ever came of 1t.
Tt was this same day that the 63th first sterted low altitudad
masthead bombing praectice, bettor known as skip bombing.

on December 2, lo42 the air cchelon arrived at MeDonald
Field, Efate, carrying crews, equipment, snd fresh meat in
the form of live piags, chickens, as well &s some stroy dogs
and cuts. WMive days later the ground cchelon arrived from
New Caledonisa aboard the Lrving McDowell, o liberty ship,
escorted by on destroyer. The officers fall to, and for a
day or two they turned bruck driver, stevedore, and deckhand.
The zround cschelon was disembarked in record time.

From the 12th to the 15th the sqadron mede practice
torpedo runs with Navy plancs. Un Ugeember 19th a search
wis conducted for four P-40s which were locwted subscquently
on Eromanza Islend. On thce 24th some guards shot one
Ponkincse and capturcd 11 morc thet night when the natives
were found tompering with one of the plmes.



A few days before Maf. Collins had departed for Aust-
ralia to obtain the first modified B-25 at amberley Field,
so when the 69th proecccded to. Guadalcenel on Yecumber 3lst,
Capt. Behling,"B" flight lcadcr waa actinz commanding officer.
Oon arrival onc cngine of Lt. Robert Wilmarth's planc failed,
but he piloted tho B-26 perfectly, and the landing was made
without trouble. On that last day of 1942 the sguadron srrived
carly in the ofternoon tired and cremped from their four
hour flight, and the squadron had missed o noon meal.
Wevertheless, they werce put on an immediste slert, and in
1ess than two hours they took off to bomb Hunda. Upon return-
ing from the raid late in the sfternoon, they were assigned
a camp site. Yown in g hollow which had been used for
both o« garbage dump and a Japanese burial ground, the squad-
ron crawled in under salvaged marine tents., with the stenen
of garbuge and decomposed bsdies strong in thelr noscs,
the men and >fficers of the 69th spent their first nisht on
Guodaleanal.

The next day bombs were dropped on Rekota Bay =t 7,000
fect on two runs, and contact wus madad with.nine enemy
float plancs. Reketa Bay was to be & fateful place for



:grgﬁhe 69th. During

wiie vt oveutn Tive more raids wore made
ccon:lMunda’; Rekuta Bay, auld tai_.s- so8luicnre en Guadalcanel.
It“was durding this weel thrl Sos 4. ok rengivid replacements,
= wWho' joined the Egrounc s-iltion af el i

2T At teebe,  They werce: pilots
" 1st Lt. Lleyd D. Sples, lat Lt e L. Sechri iv, =ad Lb.
s Albert I, Burbank, JP., 2nad. b, Wirt i, Coriic; rmavigator
oa2nd L. fdward L. Gabpou:- 2

—

At Loxluwedlor End TE. Zlmer H.
- Steege, !
i . On January 7, 1943 Cept. Fehlirg sud ni- crew were
.. 8hot down over Rolnta Bay while leadiasz s flight of six.

v - planes.. The other pilots were; Capt . Long, Capt, Lingamfelter,
" Gapt. Wright, Lt. Howbert, and Lbt. Field. A4t 300 feet
j“-lDD# Tragmentation hombs were drosiped
i:fand'gpnvgrging automatic A4 fire suirsi direct hits on Capt.
o0 Behling's planc. Lost with hime wore Lts, Wicsncr, Spadone,
“ and:Hughes, along with radio operstor S/Sgt. Otis L. Sharp,
tail gunner Pfec. Robert Pietroloungo, and cngincer Sgt.
Daniel Mulecehy. ' '

oa the bivouac area,

£ b PR LEL Fleld's plance had 37 bullet hole¢s in it, while Lt. .

. Howbert's ship was perforated in 64 placea. Capt. Vrisht

. i@3caped unscathed, but Capt, Lingamfclter's ship lost the
hydraulic system cnd gas lines, snd his whole crew was forced

+Fo bail out over Guadalcanal. This included co-pilot Lt.

s'Reardon, navizator Lt. ‘Melutt;. bomberdier. Lt, Goldstein, -
‘engincer 5/Sgt, Governale, radio operator T/Sgt. Clark, end

gunncr S/Sgt. Ritnour. .

.

£ With the possible ecxception of thoir former commanding
‘officer, Capt. Burhus, the loss .of Cept. Behling was the
‘greatest shock sustained by the men in the sguadron. Aside
- from being a superb pilot Capt. Behling was =a natural leader
. and ‘the guiding 1light in the squadron. A tall, handsome
v fellow with much mcntal b 111ty =2nd considerablc personal

.. charm, Cupt. Behling was beloved by the officers and almost
/adored by the enlisted men. Ucpt. Behling's death cast the
‘squadron in & state of gloom, and Ccpt. Weaddleton, the opera-
~tions officer, bocanc acting commanding officer. The sguad-
< ron hid made 11 strikes during this stay at Guadalecanal,

5 and for wounds sustoined in the unfortunate Rekata PBa

- attack bombardicr 2nd Lt. Robert H, Hudson rceccived the

" Purple Hecart. ;

_ - On January 12th the flying perseonal re joilhed the
- ground ochelon ot Tfate. Hepo sickness and discasc caught
Loup with the squadron, and many men were canfined to the

© hospital with muluria, dysentery, denguec, and a few with
... psycho-neuroses. Discharged from the hospital at Efate, Lts.
% Fleld, Weems, Schurman, and Krogh were scnt back to the States.

#%  During the last ‘two wecka An “Yanuary there werc only
#s8ix navigators fep 12 ships, ond they did their own Jobs
a8 well as that of the bomburdicrs, and occasionally they
_{é?énfrodcmcp—gilot. ~For three days from Jannary 27th: to
gzﬁgtbgthofsgth'smurchaﬂ-fﬂr the downed B-17 which had carried
S Gen. Twining and Col. Jemison from Guadaleanal to Espiritu
%ssaqtp;”-ﬂnd it was during the last week in January, 1943,
ichat ‘more ‘pilot replacomcnts arrived. They were: Capt,
Charles W. Brown, lst Lt. 0iva Kivipelto, and 2nd Lts.
Frank 7. ‘Jenson and srthur . “right, Jr. Major Collins
creturncd: from “ustralia that week and resumed command,




£y . During the last two weeks in Yanuary there were only
“8ix navigators rer 12 ships, ond they did their own jobs
a3. well as that of the bombardicrs, dnd occasionally they
&ven rode co-pilot. - .Fer three days from January 27th to
gfﬁgthﬂthuiﬁﬁth zearched for the downed B-17 which had carried
#ﬁﬁﬁh;ﬁ?wining end Col. Jamison from Uuadalcanal to Espiritu
Santol. - And it was during the last woeek in January, 1943,
cichat more pilot replacomcnts arrived. Thoy were: Capt.
“Charles W. Brown, lst Lt. Olva Kivipelto, and 2nd Lts.
“Frank T ‘Jenson and Arthur M. “right, Jr. Major Collins
“roturncd: from “ustralia that wock and resumed command,

Lsietet Ony January 26th the ground ochelon left on the transport
dwater Liggett for Guadaleanal, and they arrived on Feh-
Tuary 9th, after stopping at bspiritu Santo. oOn the 7th

&3 Bhey were unloading, orders come for the ship to embark
cIeow Guadaleanal as an invasion force was cxpected. The
Suiporeturned two days later, and the ground echelon sect up
:camp 100: yards from thc'militury ccmetery,

7 'It was then that the squadron's morale. was at low ebb.
CITicers and mon collapscd from slckness and strain, a whole
~caw bad bebn lost at Rekata Bay, and despite the ncw



.recturn to Guadalcan:l, - "u» having been promised reliel and

- *pegturn to the Statzs,.. wue suiTicient to discourage the most
optimistic members «i -l sjuadron. However, there was still
some hope, for Mafor Coliins asscrted that he had been assured
the 69th would return to Amcrica after their next session at
Guadalcanal.

On January 30, 1943 the crows went to Guadslcanal,
and thec rest of the air echelon came on Jebruary Sth, only
. %0 learn that Major Collins had been assigngd to the 13th
Adir Forcec Headquarsers and that Lt. Col. Rivard was their
‘new commending cf ' cor. During this second stay in the
Solomons the 6@th iwwd only four navigators for eight ships,
-and during the two week period here they ren six missions.

On February 9th the 69th bombed Vila for the first time,
and-threce days later during an attack on the same target,
bombardicr 2nd Lt. Anthony Korumpas wag wounded and sub-
sequently rcceived the Purple Heart. On tle 15th another
attack on Vila was made from high altitude, and five plancs
wore hit with AA fire. Three men in Lt. Wilmartlt's planc
+wore injurcd, and along with that goes another littlc story
illustrating the morale of the 69th. Shortly after his planc

- was hit, Lt. Wilmerth callecd back to radio operator 7/3gt.
Murchison end cnginccer $/3gt. Hamilton, and thcy both admittod .
. .they had rcccived slight cuts. Pfc. Robert Lawrence, tho
tail gunncr, roplicd that ho was "all. right.'- Howcwer, the
‘navigator, Lt. Tibbotts attended to the first two men and
went to thectail of the ship when Lawrcnce admitted he
couldn't comc forwcrd. An inspcction of Lawrencc's foot
_showed that o picvee of shrapncl had severcd once toc from
“the foot and that onother hung only by a thread of flosh.
411 thrce cnlistod mon reccived the Purple Heart.

: On February 19, 1943 thc 69th air cchclon left for

Nendi, Fiji, and Capt. Lingamfoltcr was mado comnamding officcr
vice Capt. Waddlcton, vho was ordcrcd bhack to the States.

Capt. siright, Lt. Chemburs, and Lt. Boartos wore scnt to A-
merica after sojourns in the hospital. Navigator 2nd Lt.
Frecderick W. Dunlap, Jr. had joincd the 69th at Espiritu

Ssnto whilc the squadron was cn route for Fiji, and navigator
ond Lt. Hervey Hiller arrived on February 24th.

Oon February 27th 2ll the 3-26 ploncs werc transferred
to thc 70th Bomb. Sqdn. (i), :d B-25s with crows bogen to
arrive in March. Pilots 1lst Lt. BEugenc R. Brogan, Charlcs
P, Evcrett, 2nd Lts. Thomus D. Allison, iicrlc H. Lemlin,
Alvert B. Marx, Donald C. Doty, Roy D. Burkhart, HMelvin Van
Dyke, Norbert C. Schwoeikert, ond Lowrcnec B. Capcs; navigotors
ond Lts. David D, hallman, William J. flallory, Jr., Jdobort
F. McGlonc, and Jason K. Goldwater and IThugh D. MeNcil all
joincd the 69th during the first two wocks in March, as did
Waync D. Scott, Jr., assistant cngincering officer. During
thosc two wecks 10 new B-25s worc cdded to the squadron.

on Mareh 22, 1943, by ordcr ‘of thce 13th Air Forcc the
. 69th ‘and 70th Squadrons wcrc’ rcussigncd to thc 42nd Bombard-
ment Group (M), commandcd by Col. Herry T. Wllson. At this
time the B-253 were boing modificd ot Eogle Farms, Australia, -
" and the 13th Air Depot, Tontouta, Wew Calcdonia, with cight
forward fixcd .50 caliber machinc guns, and the squadren
began 1ts throc-month training program of strafing and low
altitude bombing. :



On Mareh-22, 1948, by order ‘of the 13th Air Forcc the

. 69th ‘and 7Oth Squadrons werc' roussigned to the 42nd’ Bombards=
‘ment Group (M), commandcd by Col. Herry T. Wilson. At this
time the B-253 werce being modificed at Engle Forms, Australia, -
" and the 13th Air Depot, Tontouta, Few Calodonia, with cight
forward fixcd .50 caliber machine guns, and the squodron

began its throc-month training progrem of strafing and low
altitudc bombing.

On thc night of March 27th during & Japancsc bombing
poid over Guudalcconcl the following 69th ground cchelon men
wepe wounded when bormbs londed in the bivoue arca: Frle.
David Brobrook, S/Sgt. Julius Baim, Sgt. Clifford Humphray,
T/Sgt. John Kilgorec, 3/sgt. Danicl ilunish, and Corp. Amos Moorc.

: In Hereh Cupt. Lingemfclter went to tho hospital with
maleria, ond Cupt. Johnston actcd us comendinz officcr
until April 11, 1943 whon Capt. John F. ohorp of the 70th



.#as appointacd commanding officer by order of Coloncl

fﬁ"Wilsnn, commanding officer of tho 42nd Group. During April
T.oand ‘Muy the 69th rceceived more replacemonts to compensate

. ‘for its losscs from sickncss, men lost in action, and othcrs
~relicved., On #pril 17th 2nd Lt. Waltcr H. Plciss, Jr. joinecd

. ~the squadron as intclligence. officcr, on May Sth pilots 2nd

~Lts. Walter B. Vaffin and Jack P. Yhristian eamc in, whilec

- on-May l2th 2nd Lts. Hurry W. Stockoff, Albert R. Hogg, and

; Floyd C. Dawson beecanme communications officcer, sassistant

ad jutant, and assistont oporations officcr respectively.

0n the 18th 2nd Lt. Roburt P. Ylark becamc wecathor officer,

}t'und two ncw pilets, 2nd Lts. Arthur J. Cordcll and Herman
> iF. Birlauf, arrived on Lay 22nd, _

t: The last week in April onc navigotor, lst Lt,. HMeNutt: onc
7 -pllet, 1lst Lt. Recardon; asnd six bombardicrs, 2nd Lts. Bertha,
‘- MeDaniecl, Kort, Kemp, Geldstcin, and Hudson wcrc transferrcd
~“to the 70th Bombardmcnt Squadron, and Lts. White and Dickenson
o roturned from HWew Guinco after 3 wocks with the 38th Grauy
f‘nbacrvlng skip bombing proceoceduro.

]
—
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3
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on March 12th the squadron had luarned from Col. MeCormick

Z;ﬂf the 13th Air Force Headgquarters that the list of promo-
“tions of 10 officecrs, who had been recomendcd for the

s'socond time, would be refused,  that no lecaves wore forth-

.-~ coming,; and thut the 69th we uld be the Tfirst squadron to.

return tﬂ Guadaleonal-—-for the third’ timc.' So the eontiducd™
practica ot skip: bmmhing left no: doubt in ahyonc's mind where
the next move would be. During the last two months pre=-

jijparaticn for their return to Guadalecenal in B-25s, the 69th
i .'encountered difficulty with the exhaust atacks, which wcre

: finhlly replaced by new types.

. During May, 1945, three promotions becoame cffective,
2nd lieutenant Burlkhart mud bombardier Korumpas were clo-
vated to the ncxt higher rank, and Lt. kartin, opurations
officer, becume a cuaptain.

-On Junc 5, 1943, efght officcrs mmd 23 cnlistecd men of

5,:thé air bﬂhﬂlﬂn corme to Guoadalesnal to join the 75th Squodron's

‘ground cchelon which had replaccd the 69th ground cchelon

.‘the last week in Hay. The 69th returncd to Plaincs de Gaiac,

 New Caledoniz, where it is at this writing. On June 6th the

 combat crcw left Fini und arrived herc on the 10th, after
- waiting thrce deys in Espiritu Sonto beczuse of wenther.

The -69th Bombardment Squoadron with 18 ships and crews,

. 16 of thc ships being modified types arrived in Guadalecanal.
. 0n June 1l4th all 18 plancs mnde a medium cltitude bombing z

attoek on Vila, aend it wos this same dey that Lts. White and

5 Whitley TCTe prom&tad to the ranlt of captain.

During the next nxneqdaYS 10 missicons werc carried out,

> inecluding a two plane night bombing attock on Ballale, a
“.two plane search for a lost B-24, und cight low altitude

combat searches, for enemy shippin-w ot night by single B+25=
e 45, the vicinity of Ncw Georgiu, Ghoiseul, Shortland, and
“quro Islands. R o y



o . On June 23, 1943 during a low d titude strafing attack
wooof o Japancse held village on the northern tip of Gannongga
LT L1ght _B-258 on their 1lth mission a planc piloted by 1lst
-L:. fugene R. Brogan was sost in a cloud bank over Rendova.
i The- strafing run had been completed, and cll cight plancs
f“fwcwc recturning when Lt. Brogaon's plane disappeared and was
neTer ﬂlﬂhtgd agein.  Exhaustive scarches the two following
davs were unsuccessful. With Lt. Brogan were his ¢o=-pilot
2nd Lt. Melvin Ven Dyke, n1¢15ntor 2nd Lt. Hugh D. Mcleil,
srodio operator 3/3gb. Leo B. Eamilton, engincer S/Sgt.
'w 1liam Piercc, and Sgt. Fr11k Spognardi, who was the gunner.
Jne photographer from the 13th Alr Fcrcu Heodguorters also
accompanied the lest crew.

f

, On June 22nd lst Lt. Reging ld Hoyes, transferrcd from
thoe 75th .Squadron, joincd tho 69th and beerme intelligence



"+ officer, and during the next weck 12 more low asltitude
<ombat missions in search of cnemy shipping were carricd ouk.

During the 69th's 13 months of oversecas duty they had
carried out 40 combat missions from Guadalcunal, and it is
conservatively cstimatoed that from June to December 1942,
when the squadron was at New Caledonia and Efate, it accom=
plished more than 300 missions. For approximately six weeks
alone therc were six daily patrol missions southwest of the
Noumea Harbor, not to mention the meny scarches for lost
planes snd surface voussels, azlerts with torpedoes to inter-
cept the Juopanesc floet, oscorting of fighters to Efate and
Espirtu Santo, ond the forrying of torpedoss to Espiritu
Santo.

- Owing to the fact thut there never was -a sguadron
historian it is impossiblce to offer documentary evidence
for many of the flights mnde by the 69th Bombardment
Squadron (M). Records have beon-lost and misploced, and it
would tacec months of checking both ot Guadaleanal and Hew
Capaedonia to verify £l1 the statcments made in this history.
However, every officer of the original group in this squat-
ron has proof read this history end attests to both its
accuracy and verccity. | .
il el e L : W
£ Tho 69th has flown endligh missionsso tihat the foll wing v -
officers and cnlisted mon have quelified for and bcen recom-
mended for the Airmens' Wedal or Distinguish&ﬂ Flying Cross.
They are: Capt. Johnston, Capt. Long, ist Lt. Howbert,
1st Lt. white, lst Lt. Wagner, lst Lt. Whitley, lst Lt.
Dickinson, lst Lt. Tkoc, 1st Lt. Dumos, 1st Lt. Doolittle,
and navigators lst Lbs. Tibboutts, Skawicenski, Scofried,
Fesley, English, Rives, und Morris. The enlisted erews of
the obove pilots qualify, ond 1st Lt. Robart Wilmorth has
been recommended for the 0ok Loaf Cluster slso.



