—————— i
- =
<

;. . -

P e — — = . W S — - —— = ™ - v ; N — 1 1

The History
of a

Bombing
Outfit

The 386th
BOMB GROUP :

L A}



" FOREWORD

This book Is published at the end of the
war in Europe. It is intended to summarize
and analyze the part played in this great war
against Nazi Germany by the 386th Bombard-
ment Group (M), to tell something of the
background of the organization and of the
men who have been a part of it, to descrihe
some of the conditions under which the group
lived and operated, and to list the men who
have had some part in building its proud
record.

From day to day ground crews servicing
planes and bombing them up knew only that the
planes must be made ready: cooks knew that air
crews had to eat — almost always at odd
hours; operations, intelligence and administra-
tive clerks kpew that their paper worl was
apparently necessary, had to be accurate and
in on time. But why? and was this playing a
part? and, if so, what part! were guestions
that were hard to answer. Even air crews who
were flying one mission in every three or four
found it difficult to see their contribution to
the overall ‘effort. True, they saw their bombs
drop where they were briefed to drop them
and they assumed, more than knew, that with
each attack they were playing a part. But
what part or how much of a part even they
couldn't know. From day to day there was no
time to pause or to refleet. When today's
work was done, tomurrow's work had already
begun: =

The job has been completed. Total victory
has been won, and with it comes the first
opportunity to pause, to analyze and appraise
the total of the group’s day to day efforts, and
to fit each day's work into its place in the

ligsaw pattern of the overall scheme,

One can now see that the group played
a definite and an important part, even though
a relatively small part since it was one small
unit among many, It was active in every cam-
paign. It helped to beat down the German Alr
Force, to reduce and delay the use of flying
bombs, to prepare the beaches for the invas-
ion, to isolate the battle ground, to destroy
enemy supplies and to ruin the means of
transporting them, to soften up eénemy resist-
ance to the advances of allied ground forces
and to make the enemy’s withdrawals more
costly. It helped prepare the ground for the
great airborne landings and gave support, in
both British and American sectors, as circum-
stances dictated, It bombed targets, large and
smiall, difficult and easy, in good weather and
bad. Its overall record for accuracy in homb-
ing was high. ]

This is a record of accomplishnient of
which each member of the group niay well be
proud and in the making of which each mem-
ber of the group played his part. In doing his
every day job, no matter how remote from
operations it may have seemed, each man con-
tributed to the co-operation and team work
for which the group was well known; With-
out it, this record would have been impossible
to achieve.

This was not done without cost. More
than 300 officers and men were shot down
behind enemy lines and some 175 of these are
listed as Killed or Missing in Action, To Them,
this book is respectfully dedicated. We must
never forget either their great sacrifice or
the cause for which they gave their lives.
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PART |

The 386th's Part in the War

Against Germany

The war against Germany has been di-
vided into six phases or campaigns. The First,
the phase before any landings had been made
on the continent, was waged by the Army Air
Forces and subsequent campaigns by the
Ground Forces with the helping hand of the
Air Forces.

The 386th Bombardment Group partici-
pated in each of six major campaigns and all
members of the group assigned for duty be-
tween the dates delineating each campaign
were awarded the Bronze Battle Star to the
ETO ribbon. The campaigns as outlined by
SHAEF were:

Air Offensive—Europe 4 Jul 1942—5 Jun 1944

Normandy ............... 6 Jun 194424 Jul 1944
Morthern France ...25 Jul 1944—14 Sep 1944
Rhineland ............ 5 Sep 1944—21 Mar 1945
Ardennes ...............16 Dec 194425 Jan 1945

Central Europe ...22 Mar 1945—FEnd of War

In each of these campaigns the 386th.
along with other medium and heavy bomb
groups, played its part, and although one small
unit in' a huge allied air force, the 386th made
itself felt in every phase of the war against
Nazi Germany. Wherever there was work to
be done, the 386th was there.

In its 409 missions is included every type
of tactical and strategic target. In all, the group
mounted a total of 12496 sorties, attacked
some 433 targets and dropped nearly 18287
tons on them. In these campaigns the group
attacked more bridges than any other type of
target. Next came Flying Bomb sites, com-
munications centers, defended villages and
froop concentrations, coastal guns, supply de-
pots and dumps, and finally a few miscellan-
eous targets,

OfF the 433 targets attacked in the group's
total effort in the war against Germany there
were: p

70 Bridges

59 Airfields

59 Marshalling Yards

55 Flying Bomb Sites

50 Communications Centers

47 Defended Villages and Troop

Concentrations
46 Coastal Guns and Sheore Defenses
39 Supply Depots and Dumps
8 Miscellaneous Targets

The cost to the group was the loss of 49
of its aircraft shot down over enemy territory
and slightly more than twice that number
crash landing back at base. 2048 of its air-
craft were battle damaged during the 21 months
of operations. In its turn the group destroyed
32, probably destroyed 18 and damaged 21
enemy aircraft, having the highest record of
enemy planes shot down of any of the I1
groups of IX Bomb Division. 85 per cent
of the group's losses were due to heavy Hak
and 15 per cent due to énemy fighter action
and battle damage figures run to roughly the
same percentages.

More than 300 men were shot down be-
hind enemy. lines. More than 700 men were
involved in crash ldndings at friendly bases
or in ditchings in the channel in planes that
were badly battle damaged. OF the 300 going
down behind enemy lines approximately 130
became prisoners or managed to evade or es-
cape the enemy. Approximately 175 are listed
as killed or mission in action. This last figure
is expected to be slightly reduced when an
accurate accounting of Prisoners of War has
been made.




Colonel Thomas G. Corbin
Commanding Officer



The Air Offensive Aqgainst Europe
4 July 10425 June 1944

Tlie Air Offensive-Europe dates from the
first raid by American aircraft to be dispatch-
ofl from England. A formation of 12 Flying
Forts celebrated the Fourth of July, 1942,
with an attack on Abbeville. From that day
forward, began the build-up of American air
power which, in combination with the steadily
growing RALF, was to become a formidable
sip army that was o blast the Luftwaffe from
(e shies and make the ultimate victory possi-
le. At the end of a year there were three
wings of heavy bombers and one wing of
wiediums, The following year, the year before
the invasion, was to see this bombing strength
trobied and the appearance of the frst Amer-
fean fighters which for the rest of the war
were to play so important a part in-insuring
allied supremacy over the battle grounds. By
[:Day, there were more American planes in
Fngland than English. The 386th, which ar-
vived in England some 11 months after the
fivst raid in the Air Offensive-Europe, was
quickly in action, This campaigh was; for the
386th, the longest and most active. It dis-
patched more planes, attacked more targets
and dropped more bombs than in any of the
other campaigus.

Analysis of the type of fargets attacked
during the Air Offensive against Europe
shows. four general phases of the group's 9p-
perational activities during this period:

1. Attscks on the GAFE, its airfields and
installations:

7. Attacks on launching sites for flying
bombs and rockets.

3. Attacks on enemy rail communications,
on coastal guns, and on bridges in the effort
to isolate the invasion area.

4. Preparing the ground for the Allied
armies before the invasion.

In all, during the Air Offensive-Europe,
the group mounted 5512 sorties dropping 7174
tons on 192 different targets which were:

55 Airfields

53 Flying Bomb and Rocket Sites

34 Coastal Defenses

23 Marshalling ¥ards

22 Bridges

5 E-boat pens, Factories, etc.

Dirittg the period the group lost 21 air-
erilt over enemy territory and had 1118 alr-
craft battle damaged.

The group's attacks on airfields, wiich
were the most numerous targets of the Marnu-
ders during the first months in operations,
played an important part in keeping the Euft-
waffe on the move in France, Belgium, and
Holland. This group alone piled up & total
of 1991 sorties against enemy airfields and
dropped some 2163 tons of bombs on them.
The Luftwaffe moved its bases decper and
deeper into the interior to get away from these
blows and special intelligence reports indigare
that the consistent hammering of the Maraud-
ers definitely impaired the efficiency and mor-
ale of the units stationed in the occupied
cotinitries and prevented effective attacks
against allied troop and stpply concentrations
during the build-up before the invasion.

Next to airfields, the launching sites for
flying bombs and rockets which were later to
inaccurately, but harassingly, bombard Lon-
don and southern England, received most of
the attention of the Marauders. It was in No-
vember, 1943, that this group first turned to
this work. 1561 sorties were made against this
type of target and some 1960 tons of bombs
were dropped on them. In January, 194, this
group attacked only such' targets, During that
month 327 aircraft dropped almost 327 tons on
these targets alone. The fact that this repre-
sents just about one ton per aireraft is indien-
tive of the difficulty encountered in bomblng
these targets, due to their small size, their
extellent camouflage, and the usually bad
weather prevailing over the continient, The
rate of abortive missions increased during the
months in which these targets were under at-
tack, ainly due to the poor weather coni-
tions. Owing to the importance of the targets,
however, the pressure of the attacks had o
be maintained no mattér what the weather.

Commendation

After Group's first operational misslon,
against Woensdrecht Airfield, 30 July,
1943, from Commanding General, 3
Wing:

«Congratulations to you and your gal-
lant combat crews and all the others of
the 386th on your first operation againit
the enemy. The job was well done and
typified the growing steength of the 3rd
Bomb Wing.»

CANDEE




Former Commanding Officers . . .

Brigadier General
(then Colonel)
Richard+ C. Sanders
(18 Nov. 1943—22 Jan. 1944)

. Colonel
Joe W. Kelly
(22 Jan, 1944—25 Aug. 1944)

Colonel i
Lester J. Maitland I
(1 Dec. 1942—18 Nov. 1943)




The results of this methodical campaign
for the destruction of these sites may now
seem poor in the face of the fact that flying
bombs were later launched and caused many
civilian deaths in England. However, intelli-
gence reports say that tot one bomb was ever
launched from any of the sites under attack
during that period. The flying bombs which
eventually did bombard England were launch-
ed from smaller, more simply and quickly built
modified sites to which the enemy had to re-
sort when their original sites; more elaborate
and permanent affairs, were so methodically
destroyed.

Maratuders were credited by Air Marshall
Si¢ Trafford Leigh Mallory with the most
effective attacks of any aircraft dispatched
against these sites. All types of allied aircraft
aitacked them at one time or another during
the winter of 1943-44. The attacks were sys-
tematic and well planned. As soon as photo
intelligence revealed that a site 'was 50 per
cent completed, that site was placed on high
priority and was attacked at the wvery first
bBombing opportunity.

Marshalling yards, more particularly
those with important repair facilities, coastal
guns, and bridges were then attacked by the
group, as they were by all the groups of IX

Bomber Command, during the three months

preceding the invasion. Against marshalling
yards 1048 aircraft were sent out by the 386th,
and 1368 tons of bombs dropped. The dis-
ruption {n rail travel and destruction of the
rail repair facilities of Belgium and France
are now well known and many an enemy
supply and troop train had to travel a much
longer and more hazardous route as a result
ol these attacks and later attacks on rail and
road bridges.

During the months of April, May and
early June, 1944, the group attacked a num-
her of coastal guns and other coastal defenses.
There was seemingly no system to these at-
tacks but it later became known that this was
the design of higher command—that for every
attack In the known invasion area there were
to be two attacks in other areas as a security
sereen, The heaviest bombs were carried in
‘these attacks and over the period some 1548
tons were dropped on them by 772 aircraft of
the group.

During the several weeks before invasion
the job of isolating the battle ground by at-
pieks on bridges, principally across the Seine
River, was systematically carried out. In this

relatively short period of time 1070 tons of
bombs were dropped by 636 aircraft. The re-
sults of these attacks are now well known.

During this campaign the 386th lost more
aircraft in attacks against airfields and had
more planes battle damaged than in attacks
on any other type of targets. Bridges, par-
ticularly those across the Seine, were relative-
ly the «toughests targeis however, for, al-
though attacks on bridges constituted only 9.1
per cent of the group’s efforts during this
short campaign, 5 aircraft were lost and 5
washed out in crash landings.

The flying bomb sites accounted for 22:4
per cent of the group's total effort and on
these raids 5 aircraft were lost and 7 washed
out in emergency landings. These missions
were emilk runs® at the outset but became
progressively tougher as the campaign de-
veloped. Some of them were among the rongh-
est the group ever had.

With the appreach of D-Day had come
the ‘obvious appearances of preparation for the
big day. Crews returning from missions saw
the Thames and all the South England ports
jammed with assault craft and merchant and
naval shipping of all kinds, The attacks of the
month preceding the actual Invasion were i

Commendation

After Group's two attacks on 23
March, 1944, against Criel Marshalling
Yard in France and Haine St Pierre
Marshalling Yard in Belgium, from Com-
manding Officer, 99th Combat Wing:

ey heartiest congratulations on your
excellent bombing results on both mis-
sions of 23rd March, against Marshalling
Yards at Criel, France and Haine St
Pierre, Belgium. Your entire days effort
from early rising, mission planning, [or-
mation and assembly procedures, bomb-
ing and landing in some cases under dif-
ficult weather conditions call for the
highest praise possible. Qur targets are
becoming ever more important and your
superior work yesterday indicates your
ability and readiness Jor our iacreasing
part in exterminating the Geeman war
vmachine, | particularly desire o com-
mend the formation leader on the per-
formance of his crew in leading the sec-
ond mission to Haine St. Pierre.s
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Lt. Col. Jewell C. Maxwell
Air Executive
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Lt. Col. D. D: Daggett. Je.
Ground Execufive




give-away fo anyone who analyzed the tar-
gets which were being hit. The ground had
been well prepared. Every known big gun
position had been hit. Since they were so
deeply emplaced in concrete they had not all
been knocked out but many of them were. The
Marauders ‘had cut the bridges across the
Seine and had disrupted rail transportation. At
the very last the enemy's radar detection sys-
tem was knocked out. A constant allied fighter
patrol had kept even enemy reconmaissance
planes from flying over English ports. The
pre-invasion plans were complete and the in-
vasion was launched after a one day delay,
hoping for better weather.

Normandy Campaign
6 June 1944—25 July 1944

The Normandy campaign which began
with the missions on «D» Day, 6 June 1944,
continued through to the day of the great
bombardment of St. Lo, 25 July 1944 gwhich
preceded the lightning break-through of Gen-
eral Patton's tanks for the gallop across
France. This was possibly the busiest period
in the group's operational history. In the rela-
tively short period- of 48 days the group
mounted 43 missions. The weather encountered
on D-Day remained to hamper operations but
even in spite of the poor weather of that mem-
orable June. cduring the Normandy campaign
the group averiged almost a mission a day.
Actually there were twenty days when the
gioup could not go out bhecause of weather
conditions but whenever conditions were at all
favorable, the grotp went out twice each day.

On D-Day this group had an interesting
and intricate task. Most Marauder groups
were assigned to bombing enemy defensive
concentrations on the beaches. This group was
selected to be the last formation of bombers
to bomb before the first assault troops hit the
beach, The 386th was selected for this job by
General Bradley, who had studied bombing
patterns and bombing accuracy for several
months prior to the invasion, The concentrated
patterns and high record of accuracy main-
tained over months of bombing earned for the
group this high honor and great responsibility.
The group bombed at H-Hour minus 5 min-
utes.

The confidence of higher command was
well placed for, although the bombing was
necessarily done at altitudes as low as 2000
feet due to poor weather prevailing, the group's
‘bombs were right on their aiming points,

Commendation

After Group's-attack on Varenguiville
Coastal Guns, 25 April 1944, from Com-
manding General, 99th Combat Wing:

«Please convey to the Commanding
officer and all members of the 386th
Group my congratulations on the super-
ior bombing they did at Varenquiville on
25 April. If is indeed a sobering thought
to realize that magnificient bombing such
as this is mandatory for successful ex-
ecution of our tremendously important D-
Day missions, It is with great pride and
pleasure that I forward this congratula-
tory message from the Commanding Gen-
eral . ... >

In all during the Normandy campaign
the group attacked 43 targets. 1376 aircraft
dropped 2375 tons of bombs. The cost to the
group was five aircraft lost and 195 of its
planes battle damaged. Analyzing the type of
targets attacked during the campaign. there
were:

12 Supply Dumps and Depots

8 Coastal Guns .

7 Defended Villages and Troop Con-
centrations
Marshalling Yards
Bridges
Headquarters

2 Flying Bomb Sites

The eight coastal guns were hampering
the unloading of troops and supplies along the
beaches, Several of these guns were attacked
in coordination with the infantry’s push into
Cherbourg and one was attacked after the
taking of this great port when a group of die-
hard Nazis held out on the Northwest tip of
the peninsula and were firing into the city
while American troops were clearing the town.
On this occasion the guns were seen to be
firing as the bombs went away. It was one of
the group's best strikes and no more was
heard from that particular battery.

The overall strategy following the land-
ings seemed to be to prevent the enemy from
bririging up troops and supplies to the beach-
head front. To aid In this explains why the
group attacked five bridges, two of which
were destroyed in two attacks on the same
day. Both were top priority bridges and the
attacks drew the special commendation of Maj-

b~}

* or General Brereton, Commanding General,
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Ninth Air Force. They were the bridges at
Nogent-le-Rol and Sable-sur-Sarthe, both small
bridges but of tactically great importance.

In addition to the bridges, the group fur-
ther assisted in the disruption of enemy
means of transporting troops and supplies in
the attacks on the seven marshalling yards,
probably the most important of which, and
cettainly the roughest of which being the mar-
shalling yard at Rennes. The city of Rennes
was the enemy’s most important communica-
tions center for bringing troops and supplies
up from the south and east to their front lines
and to their troops on the Brest Peninsula.

The attacks against the ‘bridges and mar-
shalling yards by medium bombers rounded
out the allied efforts at isolating the battle
ground. The remainder of the targets attacked
by the group during this campaign were more
of a tactical nature.

The seven defended villages and troop
concentrations were among the roughest in the
group's experience and at least two of them,
namely the attacks on Caen and St. Lo, were
history-making in  their signifiance. Both' of
these targets were attacked twice, Caen on 8
June and 22 June; and St. Lo on 15 July and
25 July. Earlier in the campaign on 13 June
the group attacked a repeater station in St. Lo
but. the memorable attacks against the target
were those of tha 5th and 25th of July. The
attack of the 25th has been cescribed as the
greatesis concentrated air blow of all time. All
the heavy and medium groups in the ETO
bombed the town and the troop concentrations
around it at five minute intervals, the show
lasting well over two hours.

Caen, the eastern hinges of the enemy's

Plane afire - - = =
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defenses, was held by strong formations of
Panzer units, and its anti-aircraft defenses
were concentrated and effective. Although for
some of the heavy groups St. Lo was a very
rough target, Caen was for the 386th the
roughest mission of the campaign, with the
possible exception of the attack on Rennes.
These two targets presented the most intense
and accurate flak the group had experienced
in several months, comparing in its Intensity
with the group’s now classic experiences over
St. Omer, Amsterdam Schipol, Cherbourg,
Paris, LeHavre, Rouen, Calais, Boulogne and
Dunkirk,

The seven missions against marshalling
yards were a continuation of the group's prev-
ious attacks on rail facilities, and differed only
in that such raids were now. of more tactical
significance. These marshalling yards were for
the most part in important communications
centers such as Rennes, Bretigny, Mont Secret,
where the group attempted to catch a panzer
division detraining, Amiens and Flers. The at-
tacks were designed to accomplish the two-
fold purpose of destroying whatever was in
the yards and of so disrupting rail transporta=
tion service that movements of troops and
supplies to the German armies at the front
were delayed,

The five attacks against bridges—all of
them railroad bridges — further disrupted rail
transportation which had become; due to the
lack of gasoline reserves, the enemy's principle
means of transportation.

The most numerous; and possibly the most
immediately significant from a tactical point of
view, were the twelve attacks against the en-
emy supply dumps and depots. These fargets

Crashes
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were well dispersed and well camouflaged in
woods aned presented very difficult problems to
the hombardiers, Most of the attacks on these
dumps were arca bombing attacks which were
never popular with the bombardiers. Hard to
find, and nothing to see when they were
found. the group never-the-less produced some
excellent results on them. The only satisfaction
the crews derived from these missions was
that they were almost all emilk runs» being
out in open country and usually undefended
by heavy guns.

It was during this campaign that the lly-
ing bomb attacks on London and South-eastern
England were begun, not from the original
sites, which this group had helped to bomb
into uselessners, but from new, hastily con-
structed sites so cleverly camouflaged that they
were almost impossible for the aerial eye to
find. Never-the-less, the group was twice dis-
putched to attack these new sites in an at-
tempt to ease the blows on London. But if the
original flying bomb sites were hard to find
and o bomb, these new sites were next to
impossible from the group’s normal 12,000 foot
altitude of attack,

The campaign ended on the eve of the
massive attack on St. Lo. The ground had
been at least partially prepared for the break-
through. The allied navies and merchant
marine had been plying back and forth in the
heavy and dangerous channel traffic to bring
the necessary men and supplies to support the
drive when it ¢ame. The group had been kept
busy, busier probably than it had ever been,
but hiad scarcely noticed the increased pace
since vach of its missions now had a more
direct bearing on the progress of the amnies
and the outcome of the war.

Northern France
25 July 1944 to 14 Sept. 1944

The campaign of Northern France began
with the massive air attacks on the city of St.
Lo and the enemy troop concentrations defend-
ing dt, and continued through the break-through
and the drive across France by the armies of
both Bradley and Montgomery. It ended with
the allled armies up against the Siegfried line
and just about at the end of their supply lines.

During this campaign the group attacked
44 targets, sending out 1346 planes and drop-
ping some 1993 tons. These 44 attacks cost
the group 6 aircraft shot down behind enemy

13

lines and' 140 of its aircraft battle damaged,
The missions were against very much the same
types of targets as in the Normandy campaign
and included: :

17 Bridges

13 Defended Villages and Troop Con-

centrations

8 Supply Dumps and Depots

4 Coastal Guns

1 Railroad Embankment

1 Airdrome

As the enemy started his retreat to the
east the 386th joined in the aerial campaign to
knock out his bridges before him. From the
five attacked during the Normandy campaign
the pace was Stepped up and seventeen were
attacked during this period. Not only did the
group atlack more bridges than any other type
of targer in this campaign but these were also
the roughest niissions, The enemy had learned
te defend the bridges he needed. The bridges
at Ecouche, Tours La Riche, Joigny La Roche,
Pontoise, Criel, Fismes and Rouen will long
be remembered by the crews who went after
them as being rough targets. It was during this
period, on 9 August, that the group did the
job on the bridge at Beaumont-Sur-Oise, if
not to its regret, certainly to its future incon-
venience.

These attacks on bridges had much to do
with the success of ground operations in the
Filaise Gap, for it piled up concentrations of
enemy troops and supplies so that dive bomb-
ers and artillery could do the magnificent
work. they did.

The attacks on the thirteen defended wil-
lages and troop concentrations also had much
to do with the clearing up of the Falaise Gap.
There were two attacks on Caumont and one
upon Flers made in co-ordination with ather
medium and fighter groups, On 27 August the
group participated in the mass air attacks on
troops and vehicles piled up along the Seine

Commendation

After Group's attack on the Namur
Bridges, 8 May 1944, from Commanding
General, IX Bomber Command:

«Y our excellent bombing of Namur
Bridges on May 8, 1944, collapsed span
on railvoad bridges Namur to Luxem-
bury. 1 congratulate you and yotir

group.»
ANDERSON




The Squadrons...

= =

552nd

Maj. B. W. Capt. F. G, Maj. E. D.

Lambert, CO Ladewiee, Op. Downs, Ex.

553rd

Maj. H. L. Maj S. D. Maj. W. P.
Burris, CO Marquis, Jr., Op. Zoellner, Ex,

e ﬁr—‘?

“u
=
-
o |

Maj. H. G. Capt. C. C. Maj. W. C.
Reed, CO Oates, Op-: Woolfert, Ex.

o,

..—'

554th

555th

Lt. Col. B. B. Capt. ]J. H. Maj. H.
White, CO Strand, Jr., Op. Lowe, Ex.
: 14

i e e e e s i B ——

i e i)



o m— T T AT~

Commendation

After Group's attack on Rouen Rail-
road Bridge, 2 May 1944, from Com-
manding General, IX Bomber Com-
mand;

¢ Y our Groups bombing on evening
mission, 9 May 1944, was extremely
good. Please express to your crews my
appreciation for their efforts and my ad-
miration of the resulfs obfained.s

ANDERSON

River at Rouen. The enemy was being impeded
in ¢rossing the Seine in retreat as it had been
in crossing it in early June to go to the attack.
The Hrst attacks against the defenses of the
Siegfried line constituted four targets in this
category. There were two attacks against the
Scheld fortifications and two against forts at
Metz, These were the first bombs the group
was to drop on Germany and gave the group
its first inkling of just how tough the Siegfried
line was going to be to crack. Metz was by
far the roughest of these targets. The remain-
der of the attacks against {roop concentrations
were the missions to Brest where the enemy
was holding out to deny the use of that ex-
cellent port to the allies.

It was at about this time that the group
introduced into combat operations the new
A-26 and the first mission was to Brest. In all,
eight missions were dispatched to Brest, two
of them being run by A-26's. The specific
targets were coastal guns, bridges and troop
concentrations. The first missions were rough
but subsequent missions became «milk runss.

The eight supply dumps attacked during
the period were, as they had been in the Nor-
mandy campaign; area bombing attacks against
dumps well hidden and well camoufiaged. For
the most part they were not well defended
targets, but one, the Foret D'Andaine was
very: rough, The results of attacks against
such targets were not easily determined as all
that the photographs usually revealed were
badly torn trees. Occasionally secondary ex-
plasions ‘would occur and, as in the case of
several fuel dumps, smoke would rise to 12.000
feet, always very satisfying to a bombardier.

The four coastal guns were all in the
Brest area and were guns that the enemy
had brought to bear on the advancing Amer-

ican troops. The railroad embankment was the
only effort at disrupting rail transportation
facilities, other than bridges;, during the entire
campaign, the only campaign in which the
group did not go systematically after marshal-
ling yards. The reason for not going after
marshalling yards was said to be that the need
to do so ceased to exist when the enemy start-
ed his headlong retreat across France and
Belgium. France's already badly battered
marshalling yards were saved from further at-
tack by SHAEF order.

The one airdrome attacked, that at Leen-
warden in Northern Holland, was the target of
the A-26's which were being given targets of
all types to give them a thorough test.

The campaign ended with the first attacks
against the Siegfried line. Patton's troops had
penetrated into Metz but had to withdraw be-
cause of the inability of supply lines to keep
up with him. The British armies had crossed
the Seine and persued the enemy through the
Pas de Calais, northeastern Prance and into
Belgium. The lines established in this campaign
were mainly those held through the long hard
winter which lay ahead.

The Rhineland Campaign
15 Sept. 1944 to 21 March 1945

The Rhineland Campaign which started
with the systematic attacks, both on the ground
and in the air, against the Siegfried Line start-
ed approximately in mid September, continued
through the winter and ended with the soften-
ing up preparations for the 21st Army Group's
and General Patton's almost simultaneous
crossing of the Rhine in late March. This was
the longest and most arduous campaign and
much of the hard work was done during the
bitter, cold months of the winter.

During the campaign the group attacked
99 targets. 2796 aircraft dropped 4349 tons,
for a higher avérage per aircraft dispatched
than in any of the previous campaigns. This
was because the group was attacking targets
within Germany. Here-to-fore, care was al-
ways exercised when bombing targets in the
occupied countries to drop only on briefed
targets or very carefully selected targets of op-
portunity. Policy changed when all targets
were within Germany and crews were instruct-
ed not to return any bombs if it was at all
possible to find suitable tangets of opportunity,

The longest of the campaigns, with the
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exception of the Air Offensive against Europe,
the targets differed from those attacked in the
previotis campaigns only in that there were
many more defended villages and communica-
tions centers among them. Of the 99 targets
attacked there were:
26 Defended Villages and Troop
Conecentrations
22 Marshalling Yards
20 Communications Centers
15 Bridges
10 Supply Depots and Dumps
3 Rall Junctions
2 Airdromes
I Leaflet Mission

Many of these targets were a part of, or
were just behind, the Seigfried Line and at-
tacks were made on them in a systematic way
and at a relentless pace,

Most of the group’s work during this cam-
paign was in support of the American 12th
Army Group but a number of missions were
run in support of Field Marshall Montgomery's
British 21st Army Group,

The defended villages which the group
attacked were for the most part villages and
towns near or right on the front lnes. These
missions called for the very best precision
bombing and absolute accuracy in timing as in
many cases the infantry and armor went into
the attack immediately after the bombings.
They were usually small towns in which the
ground. forces had found, or expected to find,
serious: resistance. The purpose of the attacks
was to soften up the resistance and make the
taking of the towns less costly.

Most of these towns being %o near the
front linés were very well defended with con-
centrations of heavy flak guns; a fow were
not. American artillery had developed effec-
ive counter battery fire which formation lead-
ers could call upon by pre-arrangment as they
approached their IP's, In most cases, this con-
siderably reduced the amount of flak expected,
In a few cases the cancentrations were so
great. that the targets were rough it spite of
the counter flak fire. Among the rougher of
these targets were such names as Bad Muns-
iter, Aldenhoven, Dillingen, Merode wand St
Wendel, which will be Jong remembered by
the crews of those missions.

The 22 attacks on marshalling yards were
in resumption of the allied campaign against
enemy rail transportation which had been tem-
porarily suspended during the campaign of
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Northern France. The campaign, as far as the
386th was concerned, started off with attacks
on yards at Duren and at Venlo, both very
rough missions, but of all such targets in this
campaign probably the attacks against Greven-
broich, Weisbaden and Hengelo stand out in
the minds of the crews who attacked them as
the most difficult.

The tempo of the attacks against these
targets was increased in March, toward the
end of the campaign, in an attempt to impede
the rail transportation of troops and supplies,
both north and south behind the enemy's lines,
and east and west between the front lines and
the heart of Germany, It was desired, in prep-
aration for the projected crossings of the Rhine,
to prevent the enemy from being able to send
troops and supplies to threatened areas: 15
yardsiwere attacked in 18 days,

In conjunction with the attacks on mar-
shalling yards, the 15 bridge attacks, mostly
tailroad bridges, served to hampen enemy rail
movement. The Germans had learned to de-
fend their bridges and these missions were all
pretty rough. The enemy definitely felt these
attacks and set about repairing the bridges as
quickly as the Marauder Groups hit them, As
a consequence, the gi, up was called upon to
go back to several of them two or three times.
Crews reported seeing cranés and men work-
ing on the Konz Karthaus bridge as they were
making their bomb run on their third attack,

It was during this campaign that the group
attacked the Remagen bridge but the bomb-
ing was not good. Ounly the approaches to it
were damaged in the attack. The Remagen
bridge was later the one bridge across the
Rhine captured intact and enabled General
Hodge's' troops to get across, establishing the

Commendation

After Group's attack, 12 June 1944, on
Bretigny Marshalling Yard from Com-
manding General, 99th Combat Wing:

«Your atack on, 12 June 1944, on
Bretigny, has won special commenda-
tions from Commanding General IX Air
Force. PRU has shown all roads block-
ed and town smashed. Congratulations
on excellent bombing.»

THATCHER




Bomb Damage...

Col. Corbin points out to Brig, General
Doran damage caused by group's bombing
of Wiesbaden Marshalling Yard (top left).
Other pictures show attacks on Naumburg
Ordnance Depot, New Ulm Marshalling
Yard and Frielassing Ordnance Depot and
extent of destruction caused by these
attacks,
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first bridgehead east of the Rhine. The more
well known bridges attacked during the period
were those at Arnhem, Venlo, Neuweid, Konz-
Karthaus, Ahrweiler, Mayen and Remagen,

The twenty communications centers were
towns usually further behind the front lines
than the defended villages and for the most
part had good networks of roads and railroads
running into and out of them. In most cases
the attacks were made prior to the launching
of an allied attack as these were towns which
would logically be used as location for head-
guarters and through which troops and supplies
would pass to the front lines. The attacks
were designed to disrupt the organization of
the enemy's defenses and to create havoc in
his lines of supply and ‘communication. Some
of the towns were well defended but the major-
ity of them were not unusually rough. The
most memorable enes were probably those at
Dulmen and Elsdorf,

The ten supply depots differed from those
attacked during the Normandy and the North-

Commendation

After Group's attacks, | August 1944,
on Nogent-sur-Le Loire and Goutard
Port Martneau Railroad Bridges, from
Commanding General, Ninth Air Force,
to Commanding General, IX Bomber
Command:

«The bombardment units of your com-
mand during the past busy and produc-
tive weeks have shown an exceedingly
high degree of skill in destruction of en-
emy bridges. An oufstanding mission was
pecformed on 1 August 1944 when the
386th Bomb Group destroyed two assign-
ed high priority Eridges in one mission.
These two at Nogent-Sur-Le Loire and
at Goutard Port Marfneau had never
been afacked before and had become an
integral part of the interdiction net de-
signed fo prevent all enemy rail move-
ment through the Paris-Orleans gap.
Both bridges, each atfacked by only a
box of eighfeen B-26's were completely
destroyed. All of your groups have done
excellent bombing on bridges and each
deserves special commendafion [for it.
Congratulations fo entire organizafion.»

BRERTON
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ern France campalgns mainly in that inside
Germany the depots: were mostly large and
permanent establishments rather than just piles
of stocks hidden under trees in a forest. These
offered Hne targets to the bombardiers who
could see where their bombs were hitting and
and who could judge from the bomb strike
photos the accuracy of their bombing and the
damage that was done. These targets were
definitely well defended and these missions
constituted some of the roughest of the cam-
paign. Many of them were located in or near
large cities all of which were of course well
defended for the other targets in them. The
best remembered of these depots, some of
which were oil storage depots and the remain-
der ordnance depots, will probably be those
at St. Wendel, Kaiserslautern, Unna, Weis-
baden and Dulmen.

The three rail junctions were attacked as
part of a collossal one day attack by every
allied aircraft in the ETO on rail facilities
throughout Germany. The purpose of the at-
tack was to cut rail lines in hundreds of places
at one time and so to tax the repair facilities.
But to the 386th these attacks, which occurred
on one day, were more important because this
was 'the only occasion on which the group
went down on the deck fo straff, after bomb-
ing at normal altitude.

The two attacks on airdromes were at-
tacks on Felds upon which the enemy was
concentrating his increasingly large number of
jet planes which have always been considered
potentially -a menace.. The one remaining mis-
sion was a leaflet mission to the Colmar pocket
where the group dropped hundreds of thous-
ands of leaflets advising the German soldier
of the futility of further resistance, On the re-
verse side of the leaflets were passes in both
German and English which the Jerries could
iise as a pass to give themselves up and enjoy
the relative luxury of American PW pens,

The final missions of the campaign saw
the beginning of the attacks on communica-
tions centers behind the lower Rhine. The
British and Canadians with some close support
help from Marauders had pushed up to the
Rhine in its lower regions, General Hodges'
First Army had established the bridgehead at
Remagen and was slowly consolidating i, and
General Patton’s Fourth Armored and Fifth
Infantry Division were racing across the Saar
Basin toward the Rhine south of Mainz. The
stage was almost set for the crossings at many
points. :




Attack on oil storage depot at Daggendonf
showing smoke rising to bombing altitude
fabove). Damage to oll tanks and (o railroad
sidings in depot seen in 3 pictures (fo right).
Attack on Triptis Marshalling Yard (below).
Ground photos later taken reveal twisted
wreckage after this attack (bottom left and
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The Ardennes Campaign
16 Dec. 1944 ta 25 Jan, 1945

The Ardennes, campaiqn was sandwiched
in the middle of the Rhineland campaign. The
enemy, taking full advantage of bad weather
for air operations, massed an army of panzer
ziniel infantry units and made a savage counter-
attack into Belgium, With fighters, dive bomb-
ers and medium bombers helplessly grounded
and the aitack launched at points along the
thinly held American lines, the enemy had
great’ initial success, The seriousness of the
situation and the extent of the enemy's plan
were not knavin for several days when it was
leqmed that the Germans were using, nearly
all their reserve panzer units.

For seven days the 386th, and all other
medinm bomb groups were grounded by the
weather, On. December 23rd, however, the
weather broke and the group went out twice,
The weather ramained good for four ditys in
which time the group dispatched seven mis-
sions,

During: the campalgn, the shortest of the

Six in point of time, the group attacked 13

targets of which ten were bridges, two were
defended villages and one a rail junction. 407

aircraft were sent out and 735 tons of hombs

were dropped. While two aireraft crashed on
take-offs, none were lost behind enemy lines.

The attacks on the ten bridges, all railraad
bridges, constituted the group's main effort in
the campaign. The overall plan for the medium
bombers seemed to be to destroy the enemy's
means of getting troops; eauipment and sup-
plies to its armies in the bulge. In the forty
days of the campaign the group was nble to
operate only 11 days, running double missions
two days. i

The bridges attacked will long be re-
membered, mainly because they were Bricfed
s6 many times. No matter what the weather
prospects, crews waere briefed and held in read-
iness for & possible change that would endhle
the missions 1o take off. Some bridges were
briefed as many as ten or twelve times, Few
crews with the group in the winter of 1944~
1945 will ever forget the Konz-Karthaus bridge.
This bridge was bricfed at least fifteen times
and during this campaign attacked twice.
Other bridges attacked cduring the campaign
were those at Ahvweller, Keuchengen, Bullay,
Neuweld and Sinzig which last was the rough-
est mission of the campaign, 4

The two defended villages were towns
along the route of the enemy advance in which
troops were known to have concentrated. They
were the towns of Blumenthal and Nedeggen,
The rail road junction attacked was near Eus-
kirchen at a point where two main line rail-
roads. fed together before entering the town.

The back of the German offensive was
broken after the four days of good weather
which began two days before Christmas and
continued through to 27 December, Although
the threat remainedl, gradually, with his sup-
ply lines badly cut and with fighter-bombers
constantly harassing him, the enemy went on
the defensive and it was a matter of time be-
fore the original line was re-established,

The Central Europe Campaign
22 March 1945 to 7 May 1945

The Central urope campaign, the Ffnal
campaign of the war, began with the intensi-
fied preparations for the crossing of the Rhine
in its lower tegions by Field Marshall Mont-
gomery's 21st Army Group, continued through
the masterful encirclement and mopping up of
the Ruhr, and ended with the merciloss de-
struction of every strong point in which the
enemy atterapted to make a stand. In the eam-
paign the group dispatched 1059 aiveraft,
dropped 1661 tons af bombs, lost two of its
aireralt wnd had 68 planes battle damaged.

The 380th's part consisted of 31 attacks
an such targets as:

Depots

Marshalling Yards
Communications Centers
Defended Villages

I Bridge

I Alrdrome

O

o I 5 ¢

Commendation

After Group's attacks on the Kempton
Ordnance Depot, 16 April 1945, and on
the Magdeburg Defended Village and
Ravensburg - Weingarton Ordnance De-
pot, 17 April 1945, from Commanding
General, 99th Combat Wing:

#Your bombing results of 11 superfors
and 7 excellents [or the afterncon of 16
April and both missions of 17 April set
a standard hard (o surpass. Keep up the
good work.»

VANCE




Formation. . .




Donuts and coffee after the mission,

The @ supply depots attacked were hit
after the British in the north and Patton in the
south had made their successful crossings.
Some were oil storage depots, some ammuni-
tion depots and others general ordnance de-
pots. As the retreating and disorganized Ger-
mans fell further back into the heart of Ger-
many, these many targets became of increasing
importance and their destruction deprived them
of what little war stocks were left, The ware-
houses at Munchen-Bernsdorf, Naumburg and
Frielassing were well hit and being the largest
will probably be best remembered by the crews
who made the attacks. The most spectacular
raid was probably that on the Ebenhaunsen oil
storage depot where smoke from the burning
oil rose well above the 12,000 feet at which
the formation was flying. None of these mis-
sions were very rough by former standards
probably because most of the enemy anti-air-
craft guns had been destroyed and supplies of
ammunition were becoming more and more
scarce,

The 7 marshalling vards attacked were in
continuation of the policy to attack any rail
transportation facilities that might be helpiul to
the enemy in continuing what was now obvi-
ously hopeless resistance. The marshalling yards
were all quite close behind the enemy's front
lines and the attacks were probably designed,
as much to destroy what was in the yards at
the time—and therefore immediately vseful to
the enemy—as to impede rail transportation.
The yards at Wittenberg will probably be
longest remembered since the attack on them
was one of the best and this missions was
certainly the roughest of the whole campaign.
More than half of the planes attacking were
battle damaged.

The 7 communications centers and 6 de-
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fended villages saw some of the best bombing
of the group's operational history and on the
whole the worst flak of the campaign. All
were towns and villages not far behind the
enemy's front lines, which were attacked main-
ly just before the airborne landings across the
Rhine, and just after them during the mopping
up of the Ruhr pocket.

In preparation for the paratroopers and
glider troops, each of the medium groups were
assigned communications centers behind the
lines, to be attacked systematically beginning
four days before the airborne operation. The
386th was assigned the towns of Dulmen,
Stadtlohn, Denslaken, and Scheimbach which
targets it attacked eight times in the five
days of excellent weather which prevailed.
Other groups were assigned other towns: Prob-
ably In the five days, more than twenty towns
were systematically and completely obliterated.

The other defended villages attacked in
the campaign were villages and towns where
the enemy elected to make o stand, Magde-
burg was probably the best example of this
kind of attack, With the decision of the en-
emy to defend it came the decision of higher
command to turn the smediumse loose on it
Each group had a section of the city assigned
to it and no part of the city escaped un-
scathed, It fell to advancing infantry the very
next day.

The one bridge attacked during the period
was the bridge at Hof, which was attacked to
deny its use to the retreating enemy. The air-
drome was one of the Iast remaining bases of
German jet propelled aircraft at Landau-
Straubing.

The campaign ended with the war's end.
The group's last target was an ammunition
dump at Stod which was attacked May 3rd.
With the crossing of the Rhine, the enlarge-
ment of the three bridgeheads, the closing off
of the Ruht to the rest of Germany, the British
advances to the north, the meeting with the
Russians in the center and the cutting off of
possible retreat into the redoubt area by Pat-
ton's troops in the south brought on the mass
surrenders, first to the American Seventh Armiy
and to the allied armies coming up from Italy.
These were closely followed by the surrenders
in central and north Germany ta the British
and the American First and Ninth Armies,
General Patton's Third Army and the Rus-
sians, in west and east Czechoslovakia, saw
the last fighting before the total surrender was
complete,
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Flak . . .

Ligly flak scores a direct hit
{above). B-26 limps home
smoking in right engine
(left). A-26 hombs go down
as flak comes up (right).
B-26 falls in two parts over
Lille Vendeville airdrome
after direct fak hit (belou).




B ——

ee————

Missions . . .

TARGET.
Wikmidiehi A
Abbeille

Si. Ot bt Raugs A D
S, ey Uy Hlgaze AL

'ﬂjuumu s Rnuu Al
H.-dlm hm Dignp
wr M

LA} Senpeen ALY

Gl Like Iklnumr !l‘\

B Latte Vesdavitle A
Bautoge G1°

srEppp st
s o= 8 -

Fras

Conahes &
Waensdreeht A T

Tewshruin Tille A

Lille Vemdesdle AD
Bewivale Hewllers A D

B Andirlel Eivg AID
241043 Hewpraie Sevillers

i) A Tesequanile AD

LA} Amnerdum Schipst ATV

A1 A) Munaveayuss Focker Sie
FArA) Meton Mirenss Adrerali T
Memdittier A 0

talle Vandendle & 0
Maitimeast Rochri San
Lilie Veadeille A D
Rosierres on Santesre A D
Aiodiighasd Vilage Supply D
Choevres AD

B Llle Vendeville AT
Cumbrni Niergnize AT
Chierres AID
Lalle Vendeville AD
Umamehing: Site A-40
amehing Site A19

Airgterdeni Schipel
Ee
i .
lawpi: Bie A
Launching Ste A- ?l
Lawrnihing Sz A-8%

Launching Sae A7
Eaninching: Sty A4
Lawnching Site A&7
Launihing Site AF2
Lansehing Site AM
Langhing Site A&7
Eannching S A:54

e ALD

Laurching Ste A0
Lacnching Siae A0l
Laisching Sae A-264
Luunching Sae A0
Lusineiung Sire A7
Launchang Sae Al IE
Launching Sie A100
Launching Sit= l-ﬁ
Launching Sie AF0

44 Lawpeching Ste AT1

4 Launching Sue A8

A4 niching e AT

44 Laumching Sue AAT

M Conmeilles e Vesin AD
- l.aw::lmq Sl A ’J\D
H - Capbins Mictnaes

ak Tergminy MY

'¢1 fownihimg Site

4

SEEoarme e r=BET

EEEe

Latmehiig Ste
L aviehing Sie
Lanhimig Sie
| marihing St

£ o b

Lz

Mizs c
N DATE TARGET,

15 240 Lasnching Sae AT
M. 144 Gilis/ Rigen *\'B

. 344 Laumeheng She DA
244 Lainchurg-Site DA
244 Latuhing Sie AT ”
. 243 Lainching See A8
I4% Yaunchag Sre .u...

wirchan

Eaiisiching Sz DA
Lannthing Ste A£S
Lo hing Ssjo A-L8
Targmes MY

Lisast, Avibors A1
Maliares 50
Lauchivg Sap Abl
Lannching Sie & F
Vaunching Sie A-T8
L

el

Lot .':lrn_.'i'l
Ckhehing, She A7)
Votkel

iy

Lsuneching Sne AT
Crel MY

Cued MY

Halzie I';m MY
Huson MY

{lmreden 4 .+ Hijat Pove
Hamaly 31Y

La Hew
SNare MY
Chaileid MY
Ay Chiddaln MY
B MY
Sungerie O 0
Thnps £C
_.;_"liln" MO

Caany Pessitior

Lagiichang Sne A SR
Launehiag Sie N 45
Mg MY

Vaps mgenable © 0
=4, Gibodlaan MY
Criel

Deiams) b
Valeneieitnes MY
Valengmmaey MY

(= FT
HerHesie L Papals 0
hoann L Boidg=
< Feamar HRK T
L e 5w AH
Toum L Endge
i Mlutieons By [0

haiarn Laliiie AL MM »
ipnites Catenam ﬂ Pridex
Dregrs Fadio Sa0

Atkiey Moas R Brh&r

s
Berhugry. MUY
44

Lin-Fapies Seatotin
rk..un«-mnu Jusenan
D
A 0 [T
u GAE Laval Dt n-kd

1o o, Bemmmnches Fo Sy 13
ll B T o rediani J«,-;-lr ]

i = i el —




e ——————

-~

Missions . . . (continued)

L
N DATE TARGET,
13 b4k Launtherg Sae AR

SEuss

EYERETERERTESY

£ Et A Dufenied Avvs

| 1 64k Caen Chblewe 105

0 LA Ohey cG
Bowdl Fody el Dhamp

44 Oueeine (Epwssan) AR Emlsnbmmess

7 obae Audernlle LG

0 Bt Conde wai Vire RAL

4 340 La Babberi Cave Supply Do
44 244 Sewoches Farent Furl Dhoep

YEEEFSTECI AT
SYEErERErrERE
T ¥
£ 7
g E
rd
:

ti
i

SeEpErInt
E
H

srepe=—5
- E -
ERffizEs

GNENSSFIESRSe
TERIIITERIRIE
B

e

Cunchas Forist Toel Dhmp
Cunn i
Chlensta Fimd Dramp

i
i
¥
£z
T
f

|
?
E i
i

HEE
£

Wehashaun Cvages foath
B . L
[are Borvasls Aven

& ONiimgen Cmimim Covaes
Vevls BH leides a
Eriery laime
Poashahn domm Lo
S Wernbel Sevwage Damp
Wlavpie Thelemivd Viltags
bsesnalnatrrn Souregn (e
f‘ml-d:- Yimrape rt.n.
b Wal) A D
P Deboded fes
Lenmuendt | agtiny Srvvng Poen

Tiwiuntein Sy l’.r
m....-.m.:.u."ia Fhidglgs
Mo gmreredi ek R Pdides
Boheedodd Dalruidesl Aras
Clinae Aumn Llandleny
Schansenilys Defouded Villape
Bobssspyiive Dalesided Villagn

L fe
WA Batey B Beider

sss
N DATE TARGET.

00 0 14 Sl Higiooy Baldpe
T2 10 1A Dhivihen HIL Junites

My yom

Herluad RR Hodge
Satten Carmin Compes

B Wonddel Comm Crmiry
Tsahunighle L | Lo Laread
Hermey Kol £

Smbisrbe (1 Law Lavslt
Flschipsl Coamamisnce st Caviis
Verrmen Oafpmdnd ¥

Medisth HR Junce=
Teaterwades Debesded Village
S Wendel Dheaded Village
Consen [
Merlunbaiom Comm Ton
Weghsaben Ovidrance Depen
Kpew MV

Bkl Lo Crnaee




refurning Prisoners of War.

HONOR ROLL

Men of the 386th Killed or Missing in Action

OFf more than 300 officers and men of the 386th who have been shot
down belind the enemy's lines, approximately 176 are listed as Killed or
Missing in Action. This is nof lan official list, but a list compiled from the
Group's records shortly after V-E Day before it was possible to process all

MIA or
Name, Rank Sqdn. KIA
Adams, W. R,, Ist Lt.............552......... KIA
Alfredson, C. W., Jr., S/Sgt....552......... KIA
Allenbrand, J, B,, Ist Lt..........554......... KIA
Ambrase; T G, 20d Lt o554 ..., KIA
Apps, E, I, 8/Sgt.....ccicivicnnans 554.......0s MIA
Baird, G. P, Jr. Cap.ccrerreenne 552, cesnea KIA
Balcom, L. D. T/Sgti.ccccirans 555.. 10000 KIA
Becker, F. J.. $/Sgt.ecvicaries-555. 0000 MIA
Beehle, R. R, §/8¢gt................555...... MIA
Benjamin, J. 8., Ist, Lto...ooooennes 554.........MIA
Bergeran, G. C., S/8gt............ 554......... MIA
Bernauer, W, L., Cpl............554......... KIA
Beyl, R. N, Sgtuiccciiosiiiierns 554......... MIA
Biby, R. H., 5/5gt...cccvireriiens 553......... KIA
Biegelman, E. O., 5/8gt.........552......... KIA
Birmingham, R. J.. S/Sgt......... 553.........MIA
Blite Vs T80t v s DO 3a s ais KIA
Borrell, R. A., 1st Lt............555......... KIA
Bradley, W. T, Sgt..ccovevinnnas DIy yuasins MIA
Bragg, P. W., 5/8gt......cc0eeees 558 e nennr KIA
Brandenberg, ]J. E., 1st Lt...... 552......... KIA
Briggs, F. O., Ist Lt...............553......... MIA
Brower, W, E.,, lst Lt............ 554 ..o MIA
Bruck, J. M., 2nd Lt..ocviiinnne DTy vsen KIA
Brundage, W. A, 2nd Lt.........555........ MIA
Brusman, Ji.. S/Sgt......... T 5585 ieasres KIA
Burk, D. V., 2nd Lt...cooivnnn. 555, 00000 KIA
Canty, J. H., §/S8gti.ccciciinnia S AT T MIA
Carlquist, D. A., §/Sgt....,.......554.........MIA
Carlson, J. M., lst Lt............554......... KIA
Glark: Ho N, Sl sviriseesmrens 393 arenvass MIA
Cochran; 5. W, st Lt...... S e MIA
Coffey, W. 1., Jr., 2nd Lt.........552......... KIA
Connaday, C. C.. Ist Lt 553......... MIA
Corbin, H, ]., 2nd Lt...............552......... KIA
Cox;, W. E.; Ju, Ist Lo 5520000, KIA
Covle, T B S/t erevessqesny s Y S MIA
Cubba, L. . S/Sgt..cc..icvivein LT IO KIA
Curtis, R, E., 2nd Lt.......ccovvees 553.........MIA
Cuthbertson, J. F., Sgt...cccen 553000000 KIA

MIA or
Name, Rank Sqdn KIA
Danforth, S, M., 1st Lt .. ... 552......... KIA
Danowitz, S. B., T/Sgt..cicccuve. 593 s MIA
Dawson, Hi A., Sgti.iiniis....553000000 MIA
Davis, 1. Ei i 2od (Bt iithiss 553...c..... KIA
Dennon, A. A, Jr. Ist Lte...i..554 0000 MIA
71 P2 8 P 6 By L 0 R o b P KIA
Dorton, J, Li, S/Sgt.i....iveieeea:554e e . MIA
Dunn, G. H,, Jr., T/Sgt......... S KIA
Ellington, B. W,, S/Sgt......... 552......... KIA
Bllts, T Toy SGE.oenoerrsorsorensesdirsiinies KIA
Evans, R. D.; §/8gt....cccoimnnvas 553l eeren BRI
Faith, R. H., T/Sgt.cccccurronnea:55%00iiiie MIA
Faverman, J., 2nd Lt..............555......... MIA
Flinn, W., 18t Lticoorireennnn555. 0 0000ies KIA
Graff, D. ., S/Sgtcccceiriene595..0...... KIA
Guice, T., 2nd Lt....coocevrnierins 555. ... MIA
Harr, H. E., Sgt.cccaieicciniiinne. 553.........MIA
Harris, W. B., T/Sgtc..ccossces 555.........MIA
Hartman, W. M., Jr.. S/8gt...552......... KIA
Hazel, R. B:, 2nd Lt...iccoaieiines 554.........MIA
Hazlett, G. H., Jr., Ist Lt......... 555.........MIA
Heney, L. A, T/Sgt.......c.onue 553.........MIA
Hercker; J. H., Sgte...oiveeieeenenes 554, ........ KIA
Hicks, W. D., 2nd Lt......oil B85t KIA
Higgenbotham, L. C,, 1st Lt...... e A MIA
Higins, J: G Jrie 88 EE skl 552, veus MIA
Hoffman, G, E., Capti.c...eooeaes 553

Hoffman, R. L., 1st Lt
Holm, R. L., Ist Lt e perrrencanns
Foppe;, H., §/Sgt....oiiiin.
Houser, J. L., 2nd Lto.oovoocenianas
Hurley, G. M., 2nd Lt
Jackson, C. A., st Lt
Jenkins, T. W., 2nd Ltooooeeaes
Jokns, C. M., S/Sgt....ccaainee
Johnson, E. G., 2nd Lti....i.eu.
Johnson, G. M., 2nd Lt
Kay, F. J., Ist Lt
Kehn, L. A, 2nd Lt......ooooiee




HONOR ROLL ... contied)

MIA or
Name, Rank Sqdn.  KIA
Kelly, D: E., ‘Sgtiociviricaicnns =il P T KIA
Kichen, R., §/5gt..c.cccccivaneianns 554i.uicnn. MIA
King, H. M.. S/8gt:.....ccceuns 555 Savivaee MIA
(513700 DEEAY SR SRR . | SR MIA
Kondak, S. F., Sgt..................555. ... MIA
Krump, H. V., T/Sgt............ 052, e raecs KIA
Kulick, H. W..........Correspondent......... KIA
Eandi EHIGS, 5ol ceverrarass s 393 raarreves KIA
Liarson, (CG: Vi, IstLti. . e 558 s KIA
Lawson, O. Ei S/Sgt............554......... MIA
Lehman, C. E: 5/Sgt......cc....554.....0 MIA
Lodge, F. W., Jr., 2ad Lt......... 555 e KIA
Lopez, A. A, Jr., T/Sgt.........555......... MIA
MaecDonald, M. S., Ist Lt......554......... MIA
McCaslin, T. Ji, S/Sgt...ccveveen. 555 i3 evuns MIA
McCleskey, D, F.,, S/Sgt..........554......... MIA
McCollum, S. D., 2nd Lt.........553......... KIA
McDaniel, R. E., Ist Lt.........554.........MIA
McGonigle, L. R., §/Sgt.........555......... KIA
McGrady, H. F., 2nd Lt.........554.........MIA
Meclntire, M. B.,, F/O...c...vvvnt 558 svienn MIA
McMullen, R. A., Ist Lt........554......... MIA
McSweeney, ]. ], 2nd Lt.........554......... MIA
Madison, T. L., T/Sgt............554......... MIA
Marrin, J. Ty 2nd Lt........cooeees 555} nneanran MIA
MarZalek, F., S/5gt......c..c.cii5530000cis MIA
Meldrum, J. W. (Observer)
Major ...... 461 AAA AW Bn......... MIA
Melson, W. F., 2nd Lt,...........

Meserow, D., st Lt....
Meyer, W. A, S/Sgt...
Miller, C. Al Ist Lti.oooiiianins

Miller, U, W., Ist Lt............ 554......... MIA
Misner, H. G., Sgt..ccciverieaansaa 35300000000 KIA
Mitstifer, D. B., F/O...........c...35%0 0000000, MIA
Molnar, R. S., 2nd Lt..c..couiees 553 ek eenens KIA
Morgan, C. H., T/Sgt.....ccc.co LG T MIA
Murray, E. B, S/Sgtiecesiansd54iiiinne MIA
Newell, W, R., Sgti.cciirarinsens 552, e MIA
Nordland, W. A., Ist Lt......... i MIA
‘Owen, R. J., Captiveeerieirnnssa555, 00, . MIA
Pardridge, J H., 1st Lt.....oois ST, ol MIA
Park, J. Hi, S/Sgt...coovvvreeinnn5520000000 MIA
Parsons, B. L., Ist Lt..,......... 552......... KIA
Perkins, R. E. T/Sgt............555.........MIA
Patry, 1o DALt e reenrranramnnes s Fareqnnacs MIA
Peterson, S. B., S/Sgt............ 555,000 . MIA
Powers, C. D., Sgt........e......553.........MIA
Price, T. U, S/Sgt..ccccvvininins 555 aaainan MIA
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MIA or
Name, Rank Sqdn. KIA
Ray, W. C,, 1st Lt.....c.c.ooaees St KIA
Reqam,tJi T, 2ad B8 o e a2 e KiA
Repeta; Tl Sgt. s it 555........MIA
Raberts, R.C;, B/OL. ocoers o 555.. MIA
Roth, H. J., 2n0d Lt...ooovveniiniinns 855k MIA
RUAYs J. Jor PVhorrorerosssmsonesi358uerinunee KIA
Samuelson, M. L., §/Sgt.........555......... KIA
Schoffstall, D. L., S/Sgt.........554......... KIA
Schultz, F. A, 2nd Lt...c........554........ KIA
Shute, J., 20d Lt..ccvveererereannnns % MIA
Slustrop, A. P., Ist Etioevinnnei 5550 ieneee MIA
Smith, W. A,, §/8gt............... SR o MIA
Solley, J. H. C., 18t Lto...ov..v.. 552,000, MIA
Solomon, C, L., T/Sgticccivuunas 553,000 KIA
Somerville, P. F., Sgt.....ceeane 555..ccauens MIA
Stetson; L. H,, Ist Lt............ 554 e MIA
Stone, D. F., 2nd Lt.......<c.00..55200, 000000 KIA
Stonehouse, W. M., Sgt......... 555.. KIA
SUmH R L o, v tarsdarsen L MIA
Sundberg, W. A., 5/8gt........555. . ciiee MIA
Swarison, F. E., Sgt..ceenssoresrs-09%.... .o MIA
Tanck, B. Dy TsbEte i aas 554......... KIA
Thatcher, O. D., Capt............ 55910, ape KIA
Thornton, C. V.. Major.........555.. MIA
Tiger, G. H., F/O.....ccooeeeee 5530 KIA
Tiller; Hi-Ai2nd Lteeaiiainuinas 554.........MIA
Trigonides, D. P., Ist Lt.........552......... KIA
Turner, E. E.. Major............ L ey KIA
Turner, W. E., S/S¢t.......c..s855.000i0as MIA
Upton, T. 8. 5/5gt...cciicivavans B arates KIA
Van Damme, W. A., S/Sgt...... 5D et MIA
Van Pelt, W. D., lst Lt......... 555 .cceiree KIA
Vermette, A, J.. 5/Sgt....cconis 552......... KIA
Vogiatzis, G, Sgt...cccoeeinvuranes 554......... KIA
Volpp, S. E., 5/8gt....cccocccn 553000l MIA
Ward, E. J., T/8gE....coonais 554, 0 conene MIA
Webber, D. J.. S/Sgt............553........ MIA
Weiss, D. L., Lt. Col.cvsevererss 555, cinesen KIA
White, L. Pi, Sgti...isiaieesionies 554.........MIA
‘Whitehead, J. E., T/Sagt.........552......... KIA
Williams, R. D., Capti..coaaeaan 553.. . KIA
Williams, K, I, 2nd Lt............ e et o KIA
Williamson, R. D., Capt.........553......... KIA
Woody, J. H,, 5/S¢gt...ccccunurna.
Woolsey, A. R, 2nd Lt
Working, R.. Sgte...c.eenees

Young, J. P Jr.,
Zimmerman, G. F,,
Zitoyar, J.. S/Sgt..coieiiiiniiia

.........




PART II

History of the Group from Activation
to V-E Day

It was on 1 December 1942, almost a year
after the treachery of Pearl Harbor that the
386th Bombardment Group (M) was acti-
vated under the leadership of Lieut. Colonel
Lester ], Maitland. The organization took place
at MacDill Field in Tampa, Florida, and was
activated by III Bomber Command, Not the
First B-26 group to be organized but one of
the first, the personnel of the group was select-
ed from the 21st Bombardment Group, an OTLI
outfit, key personnel being handpicked by Col
Maitland himself and First Lieutenant Hankey,
his Operations Officer. The four squadrons
assigned to the group were the 552nd,553rd,
554th and 555th Bombardment Sqguadrons.

It is interesting to look back at the staff
as it was in the very beginning in light of the
many changes that have been made and in
view of the few remaining after the completi-
tion of the war against Germany. Colonel
Maitland’s executive officer was Major E, F.
Quinn. First adjutant of the group was Lieu-
tenant Little wha later became executive offi-
cer of the 553rd squadron. Shortly thereafter
Lieutenant George Dougherty took over the
functions of adjutant, having served under
Colonel Maitland in the Phillipines. S-2 was
Major J. I. Mellen, S-3 Lieutenant H. G.
Hankey, S-4 Lieutenant Marion B. Smith.
Colénel Maitland's Engineering Staff was head-
ed by Gaptain Carruth. Group Navigator and
Bombardier were Lieutenants Raper and Econ-
omidis. Lieutenant Levin headed Group Com-
munications and Captain Saar was the Group
Surgeon. For Squadron Commanders Colonel
Maitland placed Lieutenant T. G. Corbin in
command of the 552nd Squadron; Captain F.
W. Harris in command of the 553rd Squadron,

Captain T. I. Ramsay in command of the
554th Squadron, Captain S. R. Beatty in com-
mand of the 555th, The squadron adjutant jobs
were held by Lieutenant Downs in the 552nd
Bomb Squadron, Lieutenant Little in the
553rd, Lieutenant Wolfert in the 554th, and
Lieutenant Lowe in the 555th Squadron. Lieu-
tenant George Howard was a co-pilot in the
552nd Squadron. Flight Officer Lambert, who
had been recently commissioned from a staff
sergeant pilot, was a pilot in the same squad-
ron. Lieutenant Friedman, Lieutenant Zoellner,
Lieutenant Weicherz and Lieutenant Warren,
#ll names to become well known in their var-
ious squadrons and in the group were newly
commissioned from Miami OCS and were
performing such tasks as personnel and supply
in their various squadrons. Lieutenant Haire
and Lieutenant Hogg were assistant intelli-
gence officers in the 552nd Squadron and Lieu-
tenants Jaffe and Moore in the 553rd and 554th
Squadrons respectifully. Lt. Reefe was statist-
ical officer in the 555th Sguadron and Lieuten-
ant McDevitt was statistical officer in the
553rd. Lieutenant Maletic was group armanent
officer and Lieutenant Miller headed the Ord-
nance section of the 553rd Squadron.

Group Spirit

Having lived and trained together in the
215t Group, the 386th got off to a quick start
with a spirit of inter-squadron friendliness and
cooperation that was to characterize the de-
velopment of the group through its training and
throughout its operational history in the war
against Germany. Enlisted personnel came to
the group from all parts of the country, from
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all types of units and with all kinds of records
of service. They quickly captured the spirit
and feeling in the group and it was not long
before the entire organization had developed
a character which made it almost apparent that
a man either belonged or did not belong fo the
386th.

The training program at MacDill did not
differ a great deal from that to which all per-
sonnel had become accustomed in OTU and
air crews were flying night and day. Ground
crews were kept busy keeping planes flying.
Headguarters and orderly room personnel were
kept busy unsnarling the vast personnel prob-
fems, selling bonds and insurance and feeling
out their commanding officers, It soon became
apparent that there was a lot of fun to be had
by all concerned but that there was a lot of
work to be done also and that theirs was a
commanding officer who demanded that the
work be done but who wanted his men to have
all the fun it was possible to allow.

Barracks life at MacDill was not a great
deal different from barracks 1ife anywhere.
Conditions were a little better than some of
the conditions in which the men were later to
find themselves and a little worse than some.
Passes to Tampa were allowed but restrictions
were many and the MP's tough. All personnel
who did not have special permission to be off
the base over night were required to be back
on the base at eleven o'clock, It took a pretty
ingenious man to beat the system although
many an officer -and enlisted man found that
he could fit, not very comfortably, but ade-
quately, In the trunk compartment of the cars
of the very few who were allowed access to
the base after the curfew hours.

Club and recreational facilities were Very
adequate. The officers’ club, although very
crowded, was very elaborate and fts imess
considered good. The enlisted men had' their
own enlisted clubs which were also very
crowded, but mostly personnel of the group
did their effective operating in the vicinity of
Tampa at such well known haunts as the
Tampa Terrace, Flamingo Room, Columbia
Restaurant and Larry Ford's,

Cross Countries

Flying personnel escaped the tedium of
the training schedule with occasional cross
country's upon returning from which they
rounded out their training as true members of
the Army Air Corps by learning to lie like
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veterans. Stories of cross country's occupied
fully 60 percent of the liesure time of the air
crews, the other 40 percent was divided be-
tween playing cards, sleeping and eating,

The six weeks of the first phase of over-
seas training was completed on schedule and
with a good record and group was alerted to
move from Tampa to Lake Charles, Louisiana,
where it was to go through its second and
third phases of training, Rumors of what con-
ditions were going to be like in Lake Charles
were of course numerous, Most of the person-
nel had been in the Tampa vicinity for some
months and naturally had grown roots and as
is always the case in the Army, no one likes
to move from where he is, as bad as it might
be, for fear the mext place is going to be so
much worse. The advance publicity that Lake
Charles got originating from the better latrines
was very poor publicity indeed. No one want-
ed to go but of course no one could do any-
thing about it. Just two months after the group
was organized the planes took off and the
ground crews entrained for Lake Charles,

Lake Charles did not turn out as badly
as had been predicted, It had beeen an ad-
vanced fying training base and although it
was much smaller and did not have nearly the
same facilities as MacDill Field had bad, it
was a clean comfortable field and it did not
take very long before the group felt pretty
much at home at it, It was situated on the
main highway aboat four miles west of the
town of Lake Charles which the group dis-
covered to be a pleasant, hospitable southern
town in which it was not difficult to make
friends.

Training Schedules

Training was the big thing at Lake
Charles and everybody was knocking them-
selves out making and remaking the training
schedules; The training was being done by
squadrons: under the direction of Group Op-
erations and Group Intelligence. Each squad-
ron had its own ready room in which the
intelligence offices were set up. The buildipg
was a bechive of activity at all times.

The training program was like all train-
ing programs in that th: group trained for
tactics it was never to use. Some of the
training was done under group auspices
using sauatron officers to give talks to air
crews ol the entire group. These were held
in the post theater, which was a very nice




little theater but its wooden seats were no
softer than wooden seats ever are. Such
classes as Aircraft Recognition, Naval Vessel
Recognition, First Aid, Geography, Map Read-
ing, what little was known about communica-
tions and what little was known about evasion
and escape were given. Everyone was, of
course, green and inexperienced and only
once or twice were these fraining classes con-
dicted by combat experienced personnel. They
eceived very good attention indeed since they
stood out so strongly against the inexperienced
instructors of the group’s inexperienced staff,

Engineeringly speaking the men on the
line kept busy keeping the planes flying. The
program was ambitious and Lieutenant Hankey
with thé backing of Colonel Maitland drove
the crews hard. Over the training period more
than 8000 hours were logged in the air with
only one accident to mar the record. The acci-
dent was a mishap experienced by Lieutenant
Ben Ostlind with Lieutenant Gene Blackwelder
ag his co-pilot. They were going out to test a
low level bomb sight they had been working
on, One engine cut out and the plane was
too low to do anything but bring it in on its
belly in the swamp with its bomb bay doors
open.

Stepping Out

It wasn't all work at Lake Charles how-
ever as it never has been all work with the
386th. Somehow members of the 386th always
have managed to get around. Here at Lake
Charles it was no different, In a town that
was pleasant and free of strict MP's the group
blossomed forth minus the disapproving eye of
the strong right arm of the law. Such spots
as The Palms, Bat Ghormley's, Blackstone
Cafe, Charleston Hotel, Walgreen's, The
Green Prog and the Avalon were favofed
with the group’s patronage. The latter two and
a few others alongside the road on the way
to town provided wonderful steaks at, of
course, exorbitant prices and had adequately
stocked bars, a feature which never drove a
member of the 386th away from a restaurant’s
doors,

The girls were plentiful, beautiful and
friendly., Most of the men think of Lake
Charles as a good army town because of the
hospitality they received there. Possibly it was
a case of coming events casting their shadows
before them for even though the group was
there a relatively short time Chaplain Odor
kept himself pretty busy tying marital knots.

B e SR ) B e
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Housing was a pretty tough problem. OFi-
cers and men who had brought their wives
with them from Tampa and those who acquir-
ed wives while in Lake Charles had difficulty
finding suitable accomodations in towm. In
many cases: the hospitable towns-folk took in
members of the group and treated them as
one of their own family until the group left.

As the second phase of training neared
completion there were many inspections of all
kinds—of airplanes and training records, of
personnel records, show-down inspections, dental
inspections and physical inspections. It began
to be apparent that the War Department was
going to find a use for the 386th in an over-
seas theater. Rumors were running rife.
Guesses on the date for overseas departure
constituted an important part of every bull
session. At about this time the 344th Bomb
Group, whose commanding officer was Colonel
John Hilger of the Tokyo raid fame, arrived
on the base for the purpose of participating
in the Louisiana Maneuvers and with this
group came Lieutenant Jewell C. Maxwell who
was one of the 344th's squadron commanders.

Having done well in the various inspec-
tions and having been proclaimed nearly ready
for combat the 386th became the Blue Air
Force in the Louisiana Maneuvers then in

Silver Star

HUGO A. HYWARI, S/Sgt., 552nd
Bombardment Squadron — For gallantry
in action while participating in aerial op-
erations against the enemy on 14 January
1944. While participating in an attack
upon heavily defended enemy installa-
tions in occupied Europe, the aircraff in
which S/Sgt. Hyweari was serving as
Engineer-Gunner was repeatedly hit by
anti-aircraft fire which severely wounded
the Tail Gunner, painfully wounded the
waist gunner in the right hand, and
shattering S/Sgt. Hywari's top furret, in-
jured him in the face and right eye. Al-
though suffering severe pain from his
wounds, S/Sgt. Hywari realizing the
weakened defence of the plane occasioned
by the injuries to the other gunners, re-
mained gallantly at his gun position, refus-
ing medical attention until the plane was
clear of enemy ferritory, His brave action
brings greaf credit both to himself and to
the Asmy Air Forces.




progress. Since this was the nearest thing to
simulating actual combat conditions interest
ran high. Briefings were held in the large hall

of the headquarters bullding and S-2 and §-3

personnel busied themselves with intricate mys-
terious code devices for locating targets.
First Lieutenant Ray Sanford and Second
Lieutenant Tom Haire were dispatched on DS
to the 2nd Air Support Command as Liaison
between the group and the Armies in the man-
euvers,

The part the 386th played in the maneu-
vers was not a great one mainly for two
reasons. For the first two weeks communi-
cations were not working and secondly just as
these difficulties were being ironed out the
alert orders for the overseas movement reach-
ed the group which began to nail the lids on
its cases and pack its «A» and ¢B» bags
which were packed and unpacked for one in-
spection after another no less, some of the men
will swear, than sixteen times,

Security

Security talks were given to all personnel
and a security silence clamped down. None-the-
less for the latest information on when the
group was to leave and what its probable des-
tination was, everyone in the group admitted
that the straightest dope could be gotten at
Woalgreens. Certainly most of the Walgreen
predictions came true,

The complete air echelon left 27 April
1943 by train. It was probably the first time the
group as a whole realized that it had become
as ane large family. Most of the ground pers-
onnel certainly wished it could have gone
along with the air echelon and it left those
staying behind with an empty feeling of hav-
ing nothing to do. There was speculation as
to whether the air and ground echelons would
ever get together again and whether or not the
group would ever see its equipment again.

It wasn't long however that those left be-
hind were kept waiting. On 8 May 1943 the
two troop trains that were to take the group
to Camp Kilmer backed into the sidings and
with the post band playing, the group div-
ided into two parts and boarded the trains.

_Captain Christian and Captain  McKinney
were the two train commanders. It so happen-
that the sidings had not been used by any-
thing heavier than a few empty flat cars in
some years and it is distinctly remembered by
a large petcentage of the group that it took
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six hours to go the first twelve miles until
the train eventually reached the main road bed.

Camp Kilmer

There is probably not a lot of difference
between ports of embarkation but since fate
decreed that the 386th was to be processed by
and to' pass through Camp Kilmer, this camp
constitutes the group’s impression of a port of
embarkation and by and large it is not a very
favorable impression. Everything that had al-
ready been done in preparation for going to a
port of embarkation, of course, had to be dane
all over again. Clothing was issued and taken
away and reissued and taken away again. The
men practiced getting aboard ship and they
had a landlubber’s version of «abandon ship»
procedure. Censorship of mail started which
was a new experience for both the enlisted
men who wrote the letters and for the officers
who had to read them. The only bright spot
in the entire period of the stay at Camp Kil-
mer were the relatively few occasions upon
which the men were allowed an evening pass.
to New York City which was some forty
miles away. For those who lived in New York
and New Jersey it was a real break and many
of the members of the group had a few last
evenings at home with their families. For the
most part, however, men of the group were
seeing New York for the first time and it
would shock the average New Yorker to have
heard the description of New York as related
by these men after their two or possibly three
visits to the Great White Way.

Camp Kilmer is no different from any
other Army post in that its latrines were
sources of just as good rumors as can be
found on any Army post. The rumors here
were mainly along the lines that the group was
destined to be there two or three months while
the War Department made up its mind
whether it would send it to England or the
Pacific. Fortunately if a decision was to have
been made it was made in the direction of
moving the group out Some two weeks after
Its arrival, The group entrained again loaced
down with field packs, wearing steel helmets,
carrying its heavy «A» bags and its Car-
bines. The officers were carrying a wide as-
sortment of miscellaneous baggage most of
which, before very long they wished they had
left behind. The train carried the group to
Hoboken, New Jersey, where it was to board
a ferry to carry it across the Hudson River
to Pier 79 where the Queen Elizabeth docked.




Storage Dumps
(Foret D'Ecouve)

Marshalling Yards
(St. Wendel)

Coastal Guns
{ Brest)

(Maison La Fitte)
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Rocket Site
(Sotfevast




A band played military marches as the
thousands of men who were to board the
transport waited on the crowded dock. The
men kept themselves pre-occupied trying to re-
member the newly assigned secret code num-
bers and letters designating each unit and the
numbers in chalk on their helmets. Most of
the men were at this stage pretty homesick,
bewildered, sore at being pushed around and
ready for anvthing except a duplication of
Camp Kilmer.

Good Queen Liz

The group was at this time under the
command of Captain Christian who was the
senjor ground officer and who was at the time
the S-2 officer of the 553rd Squadron. At the
time, it is probahly safe to say, there was not
a man aboard the Queen Elizabeth who would
want ever to be reminded of the trip. After
the first expressions of amazement at the size
of the Queen Elizabeth and after the recovery
from their FHrst interest and bewilderment it
became quickly apparent that the trip across
the ocean was not as advertised in the Cunard
Star Line's four colored advertisements in the
country's best magazines. Sardines in a can
had at least elbow-room which is more than
the miembers of the 386th Bomb Group had
in the aquartersassigned to them. Men were
allowed to sleep in bunks only every other
night, On the odd nights they slept in the halls
or out on the enclosed decks, They could not
sleep' out on the open decks which most of
the men would have preferred because there
was @ ship regulation against that. There were
fire drills and boat drills it seemed incessantly.
Actually there was only one a day but when-
ever a man was fot seeambling up and down
the stairs he was standing in a chow line,
which was a [ull city block long, for one of
the two meals of the day. By the time the man
reached the mess line he had forgotten
whether ‘he was there for the first or the sec-
ond meal. The rest and comfort so widely ad-
vertised . by the steamship companies was
noticeable on'ly by its absence. Men were
stacked in some cases Hve high and that was
every other might: On the odd nights they
were stacked just one high but two inches
separated from the next man and on the hard
steel floor,

When it came to the officers rank had
its privileges. In'a small single statercom if
it was to be occupled by second lieutenants
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Commendation

Atfter Group's attack, 14 June 1944, on
Road Junctions in town of Flers, from
Commanding General, IX Bomber Com-
mand: :

«Overall assessment shows IX Bomb-
ber Command's bombing on 14 June to
be the best it has ever done. Your bomb-
ing at Flers . . . was excellent and did
much to raise the average. I congratu-
late and commend you not only for your
performance on this occasion but for the
consistently good results you are obtain-
ing.»

ANDERSON

only eighteen officers were assigned to the
room. Anyway you sliced it it was rough,
it was crowded and it was not a good trip,

It ‘was taken pretty well - - surprisingly
well - — by all concerned. With all the regi-
mentation, with all the confusion, with all the
crowding, the men of the group showed good
spirits. Remarkably few of them showed
the irritation that any normal American would
have definitely shown under any other cir
cumstances but the circumstances of going
overseas to where the group could get on with
the work it was trained for and the men could
get on with the work for which they entered
the Army.

The Queen Elizabeth was a fast ship
which proceeded without escort although be-
cause it did so it had to sail an evasive course.
Each twenty minutes there was a violent
change in course which heeled the ship well
over to its side to foil any enemy submarines
which were sailing an intercepting course. The
Queen Elizabeth was no different from an
army base - - in fact it really was a colossal
army base and judging by the personnel ane
could almost say an army air base for mast
of the personnel were Alr Corps and those
who were not belonged to units servicing the
Air Corps. All the ship lacked were air crews
and aireraft.

Rich Men—Poor Men

_ For entertainment there was very little.
There was the public address system which
gave the news and which issued those orders



that sent personnel from the bolton-most decks
of the ship to the wvery top scrambling from
one drill to another or from one meal to an-
other, After dark none of the personnel could
go out on deck and the ship was completely
blacked out. But where the ship could provide
o organized entertainment the officers and
men managed pretty well, if not to entertain
themselves certainly to HIl up their time.
Gambling, mainly of course poker and craps,
attracted the large numbers and fortunes were
made and lost overnight. The men who were
lucky on the last night of the trip probably
carried off 80 percent of all the money that
boarded the ship. Private Morris Coopersmith
had at one time about 75 percent of all the
money on «By deck, As far as it is known
the only man in the group who fnancially
bettered himself ‘as the vesult of the crossing
was Coco who was one of the fortunate ones
to have his streak come during the last part
of the trip.

The Ffirst contact with the continent oc-
cured after the Queen Elizabeth was some
three days out of New York when through
the fog and low overcast could occasionally
be seen an RAF Costal Command B-24 under
whose watch the boat proceeded. It was re-
lieved by other RAF Constal Command Lib-
erators until the ship came in sight of land.
First sight of land came early the morning of
June first, off the starboard bow. The land
was Northern Lreland and to most of those on
deck it was a real thrilll As the Queen Eliza-
beth entered the channel into the Irish Sea and
proceeded up the Firth of Clyde to Gouroak,
men of the group, and in fact all the men on
the ship, stood three and four deep by the
rails looking at and commenting on the land
upon which they were soon to debark, The
harbor of Gourock, not far from Glasgow, is
deep into the Firth of Clyde and was at the
time a wery busy harbor. There were naval
vessels of all types including escort carriers
and destroyers. Harbor craft flying the British
Ensign were hurrying to and fro. A great
many of the craft were manned by WRENS
of the British Naval Service who needless to
say drew an appropriate volume of whistling
from the representatives of the 386th.

Invasion of England

The problem of debarking more than
20,000 officers and men was a great one and
was done in lighters which plodded back and
forth hetween the ship and the docks carrying

36

the men of the group loaded down with full
packs, helmets, «A» Bags and arms. Arrival
of the lighters was gréeted by a Scottish band
and was the most enthusiastic reception that
most of the men in the group had received
since they had been in the army. They were
a proud group as they stepped out of the
lighters onto the dock and were served dough-
uuts and coffee by smiling Scottish girls work-
ing for the American Red Cross. The regi-
mentation and pushing around continued, for
the men could not break ranks. They marched
along the station platform which backed right
onta the dock and Fled into the queer little
compartments in the qgueer little railway car-
riages of the queer little English train. The
people of Scotland seemed glad to see the
group for though there was little they could
do. they did everything they could.

As all trains will. this train eventually
pulled out, not noisily, not quickly as Amer-
ican trains would, but guietly and slowly in
the early evening. To most men it was as-
tounding how light it still remained in spite
of the fact it was nearly nine o'tlock and as
it grew later the fact that it continued to re-
main light was still more astounding. The
group, of course, had no way of knowing
about British Double Summertime.

The destination of the group was still
unknown to all but probably the train com-
mander and he, even though he might have
known the name of the destination, probably
did not know its geographical location in the
British Isles. Though all concerned were tired
from the long day of debarking all remained
awake in their compartments looking out the
train windows at the interesting new country-

General Elsenhower looks over

equipment display.



side until nearly midnight at which time they
dozed, probably dreaming nice dreams of
home, of Scotland and wondering what Eng-
land was like.

Morning found the train running at a
good pace through big towns and small wvil-
lages and stopping very seldom. Stops were
made in the stations at Lancaster and at York
at both of which places volunteer English
women gave out cakes and coffee - - the
coffee being of English variety and much of it
was secretly but guickly dumped out the win-
dows on the offside of the train. At this stage
of the game the bewilderment of most mem-
bers of the group had returned, and very few

Silver Star

WILLIAM H, NORRIS, 5/8qt., 553rd
Bombardment Squadron — For gallantry
in action while participating in aerial op-
erafions against the enemy on 29 Novem-
ber 1943. During the bombing run over an
objective in enemy occupied Eurape, the
B-26 type aircraft in which S/Syt, Notris
was serving as fail gunner was struck by
a heavy concentration of flak which de-
stroyed the hydraulic system and one tail
gun, and crippled the right engine. Immed-
iately afterwards the plane was aftacked
by six enemy Fighter craft which shattered
the top turret, disabled the rudder. and
incapacifated the waist gunner. With the
top-turret gunner firing blind through lack
of visibility and with the waist guns un-
manned, S/Sgt. Norris, firing his remain-..
ing tail gun, shot down one fighter that
was attacking the crippled aircraft from
the rear. As the aircraft with rudder dam-
maged lurched downward, S/Sgt. Norris
was violently thrown into the waist of the
plane, where, seizing the gun, he warded
off two fighters maneuvering for position.
Then, returning to his tail gun, he success-
fully s kot down another enemy fighter,
and, alternately [iring the fail and waist
guns, he kept the remaining aircraft out of
effective range until fighter cover was
reaclied. By his almost single-handed de-
[ence of the airplane, Sergeant Norris was
directly responsible for the safe return of
the aircraft and the crew. His heroic ac-
tion and gallant devotion fo dufy reflect
the highest credit upon himself and the
Armed Forces,

-

had any idea where Lancaster or York was in
the British Isles and almost none haviag any
idea: where the train was headed. Eventually
it becanie apparent the train must be nearing
its destination for it left the main lines and
was off on a single track road through lovely
country which was greener even than' the rich
green that everyone noticed when they first
saw English soil. It was mid-afternoon when
the train pulled to a stop at a very small
station and the word guickly passed through
the cars "This is it.” On the platform were
# few RAF officers and a few American offi-
cers and enlisted men two of whom were
recognized as Major Mellen and Lieutenant
Levin who had constituted part of the group's

_advanced party. The group was together
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again! g

Snetterton Heath

Piling out of the railway carriages the
men lined up in formation and were marched
off aeross the tracks down a small narrow
country road in the direction of what was to
be the group’s next home,

The first thing of & military nature to
strike ‘the eye was a camouflaged Nissen hut
which can best be described as a corrugated
tin affair resembling the upper 3-4 of a beer
barrel’ lying on its side. The only windows
were at cither end, the ends being made of
brick and in seme cases wood. The group was
to see many of these before it left England
and almost everyone in the group was'to lve "
in one of them and work in one of them for
the duration of his stay in Britain,

The one thing that impressed all of the
men was how relatively few huts there seem-
ed to be and this they later learned was due
to the wide dispersal used in the laying out
of air fields in England, one of the precau-
tions against enemy air attacks. It was obv-
ious that the squadrons were going to be
widely dispersed and that there were golng
to be great distances to be travelled from the
living sites, to the wotking sites and to the
line.

The field at Snetterton Heath was nearly
completed and shad been finished even to the
extent that the grass which had been planted
in' the arecas of excavation had come up and
there was the feeling that here was a base in
which the 386th. could certainly be comfort-
able, The apparent comforts and the pleasant
setting came as a surprise. It was not at all
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as everyone had pictured an overseas camp
would be,

Rationing

It was here that members of the group
first tusseled with the problem of English
money and the English government came in
for' a great deal of criticism for having devised
so complicated @ system' of currency that it
required a scholar in higher mathematics to
figure out how much in good old American
dollars he was being paid. It was here also
that the group got its first taste of rationing.
Cigarettes, cigars, candy, tobacco and match-
es were rationed on a weekly basis and each
member of the group was issued a card and
could only get his weekly rations by present-
ing his card to be punched. The ration for
the week of the group’s arrival was seven
packages of cigarettes or fourteen cigars and
_ two bars of candy.

It was also discovered that Colonel Mait-
land was to be not only Group Commander
‘but Station Commander in charge of the en-
tire post which began speculation as to what
this might mean for the individual members
of the group,

Rumors were na less frequent than at any
of the other bases at swhich the group had
been stationed and the only difference was
that most of the rumors were of a more ser-
ious character. It had leaked out that the
3220d Group during the first part of the
month of May had had two disastrous mis-
sions, Lacking the true [acts the rumors were
wild in the extreme. It was heard, presum-
ably straight from the 322nd Group, that that
Group had dispatched ten aircraft on a mis-
slon and that none of them had returned. This

Generals Eisenhower, Brereton and Thatcher
inspect a bomb bay,

tiurned out to be the case but since there was
a security blackout on any of the details rum-
ors spread and grew more fantastic. The mor-
ale of the newly arrived air crews took a
sharp nose dive,

One of the first things the men were very
quick to notice was a complete absence of
MP's; The tremendous size of the base and
the Ffact that only certain parts of it were
fenced in with coiled barbed wire made the
restriction which had been imposed a restric-
tion in name only, The more venturesome
members of the group went off the base the
very first night they arrived. Seme of them
managed to find a country dance and some
even managed to get as far as Norwich, sev-
enteen miles to the north-east and the follow-
ing day the tales about the English girls
spread like wildfire throughout the group.
They were wonderful; they were terrible: they
were beautiful; they were ugly: they were
hospitable; they were cold. It just depended
on who was telling the story and where he
had managed to sneak off the night before.

Rumors and Pacts

From members of the advanced party
storles of London and of other of the big
towns, of the RAF and of the few American
heavy groups who had alteady been in Eng-
land for some months; started to spread
through the group., This was somewhat of a
different story, a story of admiration for the
English people for the way they were geared
for war, for the way they had withstood the
blitz, for the way they were cooperating in
helping the Americans sét up. There were still
few enough Americans in England at that time
that Americans were an oddity and had little
trouble getting to' meet the English people,

b

Gen, Eaker with Col. Maitland after talking
fo air crews prior to going infp operation.



Rolling Stones

The prospects looked good. The group
was comfortably situated on a large country
estate, There was no mud, grass was green,
and the weather was Ffine, The men of the
group kept saying to each other that this was
loo good to be trie. It was too good to be
true for within a week orders came to move
and exactly one week after the groiip arrived
it departed for its next station further south
in East Anglia.

This move which was the result of a
reorganization within the Eighth Air Force
was made in order that the three wings of
heavy bombers and the one wing of medium
bombers could be separated for purposes of
better operation. After the first raids by the
3220d Bomb. Group it had become apparent
the medium bombers presented problems not
encountered in the operation of heavy bomb-
ers and It was about this time that the Third
Bombardment Wing with its three bombard-
ment groups was transferred to VIIT Air Sup-
port Command,

‘I'he trip itself from Snetterton Heath to
Boxted, which was the name of the new base,
was not a long one and for a change during
a group move it did not rain. It was hot how-
ever, when the train pulled into Dedham Sta-
tion and the men had to march under the
broiling ‘sun from the station to the new base.
It was apparent upon arrival that this was
really ‘@ new base for it was not completed
to anywhere mear the degree that Snetterton
Heath' had been, Although there were many
of the now familiar Nissen huts; there were
many more huts and buildings still under con-
struction. There was more dirt and mud lying
about and less of the nice green rolling felds
that had made Snetterton Heath such a pleas-
ant setting.

The group setiled down quickly however,
and almost immediately upon its arrival the
remaining air crews which had travelled the
northern route via Newfoundland, lceland and
Scotland arrived. The group had been told
that this was to be its base for some time.

Letters Home

Visiting officers from higher headquarters
came down to deliver security “talks. No one
was allowed to leave the feld until he had
attended this lecture. Letters home for the
next month said little more than «We have
arrived and are now based somewhere in Eng-
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Distinguished Service Cross

WILMA T. CALDWELL, Jr., Second
Lieutenant, Air Corps, United States
Army. — For exceptionally meritorious
heroism while participating in a medium
bombardment mission over enemy occupi-
ed Europe, 22 August 1943, Shortly ajter
the completion of the bombing run, the
airplane pilofed by Lieufenant Galdwell
was attacked by an enemy fighter, which
resulted in an engine being damaged, and
a fire, which involved the fuel tanks, be-
ing started in the bomb bay. Faced with
the imminent destruction of his crippled
and almost unmanagable plane, subjected to
the infense heat of the growing five, and
in spife of radio warnings from other
pilots in his formation, Lieutenant Cald-
well chose to remain af the confrols of
his ship, keeping it in a confrolled glide
in order to give his crew an opportunify
to escape. After the fourth man had para-
chuted to safety, the plane exploded in
midair. The gallantry displayed by Licu-
tenant Caldwell in sacrificing his life For
his comrades is in keeping with the Finest
traditions of the Ulnited States Army,

land, I am well.s

Colonel Maitland, Captain Hankey and
Lieutenants Raper and FEconomidis attended
frequent meetings with operations staffs of the
other groups at T'hird Wing Headquarters
which had moved from Elvedon Hall to Manks
Hall some ten' miles to the west of the new
base, for the purpose of discussing how the
medium bombers were going to be employed.
None of the groups were operating pending
the decision arrived at as the result of these
meetings but a training program was {nstituted
ta acquaint air crews with the Allied and en-
emy operational planes which might be en-
countered over the continent. There were also
many classes in British Elylng Control Pro-
cedures, Alr-Sea Rescue, Escape and Evasion,
Flak and Evasive Action, German Fighter
Tacties and even the use of oxygen, The in-
telligence section began to gather, mainly
from Air Ministry sources through Third
Wing, colossal amounts of target material,
large numbers of maps of all scales and num-
erous bits of mimeagraph dope onthe enemy.
It began to set up its situation room which
was located in the headguarters area just a



few paces away from operations and only 50
yards from the headquarters building itself.
The sign on the door restricted admittance to
Colonel Maitland, Major Quinn, Captain
‘Hankey and intelligence personnel. Even
squadron commanders were not permitted to
enter;

Eventually word came down that the
323rd Bomb Group was to go on its first mis-
sion on July 16th. It would be a great under-
statement to say that news of how the 323rd
faired on its first mission was eagerly awaited.
Rumors spread before the news came in, Ru-
mor had it that they lost as many as four
on five planes. Actually the news was ‘good.
They had attacked a marshalling yard at Ab-
beville and while theéy encountered flak they
had not in fact lost any planes and had met no
fighters.

Diversions

A few days latér they went out again,
this. time with the 322nd and the 386th flying
a diversion mission to points over the channel
for purposes of confusing enemy radar. Again
to the astonishment of members of the group
all of the 323rd planes returned. The group
flew four diversion raids before it actually
went into operations. This was the crews’ very
first experience with briefings and interroga-
tions. At briefings they were told little more
than the navigational data they needed to
know for flying over the channel and at in-
terrogations there was little to tell for most of
the time had been out over water. Knowing
little of what would be the anticipated reac-
tion of the German Air Force to the Maraud-
ers’ new activities in the ETO and feeling
that Herr Goering would make every effort
to sguash the enthusiasmr of the newly arrived
medium groups, a heavy reaction by the Ger-
man Air Force was expected. The group’s
gunners were probably never more alert than
they were on these Hrst diversion missions.

On the fourth of these diversions the
322nd joined the 323rd and got their feet wet
for the Hrst tHime in @ real medium level bomb
operation. It was obvious that it was just a
matter of days before the 386th would go out
on its first mission. The tension was high. Al-
though the talks on ditching procedure, air-sea
rescue and escape served to bring a certain
amount of reality to the training program
most of the air crews wanted to be on the
first loading list.

Night of July 29th

On the night of July 29,1943, came the
group’s first feld order. teletyped paragraphs
of instructions that took the combined efforts
of the entire operations and intelligence staffs
to fathom. Looking back on that evening it
is interesting and even amusing to remember
the confusion and e¢ffort that went into the
preparations for that mission. The inexperienc-
ed intelligence and operations staff of the
group were alerted in their entirety. Some
eight officers and at least twelve enlisted men
in the intelligence section had some part in
the preparation of that one mission. The op-
erations office was a beehive of activity with
all hands present and beavering about. The
intricacies of working backward from the zero
hour to a time at which to awaken the crews,
to & time to feed the crews. to a time at which
to get the crews to briefing, to a time at which
to start engines, to a time at which to take
off, to a time at which to complete making the
formation over the Feld, to a time at which
to leave the field in formation and Ffnally to
a time at which to rendezvous with the fight-
ers, had the operations staff tied up for most
of the night, Everyone in the section was re-
figuring cveryone clse’s work. The situation in
the 5-2 block was no better. Officers were
running back and forth between the situation
room and the file room picking up maps of all
scales and of many more areas than were
needed. Photographs were procured from any
source possible. Landfall pictures fifty miles on
either side of the proposed landfall were pulled
out and displayed on the walls of the situa-
tion room. Visitors from Third Wing, not very
experienced themselves, came down in the
middle of the night with one or two photo-
graphs which, since they were the only ones

Crews leave briefing and take frucks to
their planes:




Lake Charles to St-Trond ...

-

" 'y - L |
Group's aircraft lined up on the line at

=

Final inspection and parade at Lake- Charles

prior to leaving for overseas. Lake Charles upon completion of overseas
== training.

Parade and aic show as group is awarded
Lini¢ Citation following V-E Dap.

Brigadier General Sanders con-

gratulates Colonel Corbin upon

award of Silver Star and Croix
De Guerre.

Brigadier General Sanders-decorates group
standard af presentation of Unit Citation.

12



in the entire command, could not be Ieft with
the group and therefore the lead bombardier
and the navigator, Lieutenant Dunn and Lieu-
tenant Slein were awakened and brought up to
be given a fleeting glimpse of the photographs
which, after they had had a look at them,
were carefully rewrapped in their secret en-
velope and taken back to) Third Wing Head-
quarters by their courler.

Flak data from every source was gather-
ed and posted on the 1:50,000 scale map which
was being used for the planning of the bomb
run, Guns from the German «88» down to
little automatic machine guns were plotted.
During the evening Colonel Samuel E. An-
derson, then chief of staff of the Third Bomb
Wing, came down to wvisit the situation room
to see what progress was being made, What
his impressions were no ome ever officially
heard and it is very likely that he was im-
pressed more with the number of officers and
enlisted men working on the mission and with
their diligence than with the efficiency and
economy of their efforts.

At midnight mess personnel were roused
and at two o'clock CQ's woke up the opera-
tions officers who personally, went around
from bed to bed and rounded out the crews.
At 2:30 most of the crews went through the
motions of eating breakfast in a room that
was filled with the electricity of anticipation.
At three o'clock the briefing room was al-
ready crowded and filled with smoke from
the lungs of the chain smoking and by now
wide awake pilots, bombardiers, navigators
and gunners,

Obstacles to Progress

Naturally at just this time the power
falled and there were no lights in the briefing
room. The communicaticns staff under the di-
rection of Lieutenant Levin went iato action,
Lieutenant Cook; communications officer of
the 552ad, working furiously against time,
managed somewhere to find a putt-putt to rig
up and got enough light to illuminate at least
part of the briefing room and to run the pro-
jector. Selected to conduct this first briefing
were Captain Hankey for operations, Lieu-
tenant Hogg for intelligence, Lieutenant Levin
for communications, Lieutenant Anderson for
weather, Captain McKinney for security, Lieu-
tenant Raper for the navigators, Lieutenant
Economidis for bombardiers and lastly Col-
onel Maitland, who had set himself up to lead
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this first mission, with Captain Tom White
as his pilot,

Briefing took something over two hours
and probably all that can be said for it was
that' it was undoubtedly the most complete, if
also the most disjointed briefing the crews
of the 386th ever had.

The crews who had been checked off for
security reasons as they entered the briefing
room dramatically emptied their pockets and
were given their escape kits and escape money
as they left the briefing room. Half hour after
briefing was over engines were started. Fif-
teen minutes later the first plane was in the
air,

It took nearly a half hour to get the
twenty-one planes of the group into formation
over the field and then begin the long climb
to altitude which at that time had to be reach-
ed over the field so that for a full hour after
taking off planes droned noisily over the field,
building up the already heightened suspense
that everyone on the feld Ffelt from the KP's
who prepared their breakfast, the cooks who
cooked it, the CQ's who woke the crews, arm-
ament men who bombed up the planes and
ordnance men who fuzed the bombs, intelli-
gence and operations men who helped pre-
pare the mission, the crews who were left be-
hind, right through to the supply men who
issued them their clothes.

First Mission

Approximately an hour after take off
with the formation almost out of sight at
12,000 feet, suddenly all became quiet. The for-
wation had left, fying east to Clacton where
its rendezvous with the fighters was to be
made.

It was an excited bunch of crews that
came [n for Interrogation and unfolded the
story of the first fighter attacks that any of the
medium bombers in the ETO had ever had,
and of the first medium bomber to go down
in medium level operations,

The crews that were on that mission told
and retold the story of the missien and how
they felt through every phase of it to the in-
terested but nervous crews that had been left
behind. After this rough mission the crews
were far from sold on the value and the effici-
ency of medism level operations in the ETO.
For the next several months the group half
hopefully indulged in the speculdtion that it
was to move again to some theater where the
flak and Ffighters were not so tough.



Thus started the group’s long period of
operations against the German enemy. With
each mission preparations smoothed out and
became more efficient, more routine. Within
the next four weeks there was a vast improve-
ment in every section that had anything to do
with the preparation, planning, briefing and
the actual carrying out of the missions

Colchester

Although the field was called Boxted Air-
drome very few of the men ever did find
where the town of Boxted was. The center of
the group’s off fime operational activities was
the gamison town of Colchester, an English
town of historical interest dating back beyond
the days of the Roman conguerer. The town
itsell was garrisoned by British troops and had
been garrisoned by both Australlans and Can-
adlans so that the girls of Colchester had
handled the advances of the best men from all
corners of the world, They had not, however,
yet encountered the lotharios of the 386th who
it can now be told, took the town completely
by storm. A clty of about 40,000 it lay
down a long hill from camp approximately
two miles away, A very large proportion of
the men in the group who were permitted to
leave the baseé spent all their spare time there
and made many good friends.

At the time there were relatively few
heavy bombardment groups in England, only
two other medium groups and there avere no
American fighter groups. Americans were still
somewhat of a novelty. The men wasted no
time, as far as Colchester was concerned, in
letting the novelty of the Americans wear off.

One of the things that happened while the.

group was at Boxted was the procurement and
issuing of bicycles, not to all persennel but to
a large enough percentage of personnel that
almost everyone had a bicycle available to him
for- cruising about the countryside. There was
a Red Cross Club in town, several good res-
taurants, probably the best known of which
was The Cloisters. Among thespubs where it
was always easy to find a contingent of the
386th were the Rose and Crown, The Cups,
The Bull, The Red Lion and The George
Haotel,

Already the group began to become ac-
guainted with new units which were coming
on the base to service the group. The 76th
Air Service Squadron, the 20th Station Com-
plement Sguadron, 2045th Fire Fighting Pla-
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Bicycle built for three.

toon, 1769th Ordnance Company and the
1176th. MP Company were those among the
new units which were to be with the group
to the end of its operations against Germany.

First Replacements

Already the first air crew replacements
began to arrive to the surprise and consterna-
tion of the original combat crew members who
made such appropriate remarks as «My Godl
Are they expecting to get rid of us that soon?s
At first the arrival of these replacements was
resented but it was not long, what with the
pace of aperations, that it was seen that these
replacements were necessary and the old
crews were soon very glad indeed to have
them alternating with them particularly as the
missions became rougher and rougher.

The group spent a beautiful summer at
this base in Boxted, It had soon settled down
for a long stay, always a sign that it will not
be long before it would be necessary to move.
During the summer a system of passes was
set up and everyone in the .group had been
to London at least once. Apart from the diffi-
culty sometimes encountered in getting hotel
rooms London proved a good operational base
for the 386th operators.

It was during this summer that most of
the members of the group experienced their
first bombing. There were a number of air
raid alerts shortly after the group arrved at
Boxted but none of them were taken very ser-
iously and most of the members of the group
had just wandered out of their huts and look-
ed up in the sky to see what an air raid looked
like. It wasn't until after a 500 pound bomb
was dropped just about midway between the
Headqguarters and the Service Sguadron site
that the group took the potential enemy bomb-




ing threat seriously. On that occasion two
fen were killed and 29 men wounded. That
very afternoon each man had his own personal
slit trench and for the next few months the
sound of the siren found all the slit trenches
occupied.

Butterfly Bombs

The only other occasion where bombs
were actually dropped on the feld was a few
days after this original bombing when two
German fighters dropped cannisters of «but-
terfly» bombs between the flying contiol tow-
er and the perimeter track across one of the
runways, Each of the cannisters contained a
number of individual ebutterfly» bombs which
were little more than small land mines. Though
small they were capable of killing and maim-
ing. Nobody was hurt in this raid but it was
some time before the bomb disposal squad
made that part of the Held safe to cross.

In addition to these bombings most of the
group had been in London during London at-
tacks and were alternately scared to death
and thrilled at the defenses of London. Air
crews compared the tactics used by the Ger-
man Air Force with their own tactics against
German targets and all of them were unani-
iously damn glad they never had to Hy over
London. Some of the men became as adept as
the Londoners at distingunishing between the
«crumphs of a falling bomb and the scracks
of big anti-aircraft guns.

Oftficers’ First Party

It was here at Boxted also that the offi-
cers of the group threw their first party in
England. Giving the party had been delayed
because an officers’ club had not vet been
completed. Shortly after the group arrived
work was started in building a wing to the
officers mess for a reading room and & place
in which to hold a dance and for two long
months this wing was under construction. In
the meantime the officers were meeting and
getting to know the girls in the vicinity who
were to be their first guests at a party. Colonel
Maitland made arrangements with Colonel An-
derson, Commanding Officer, 3rd Bomb Wing,
for the group to be ¢stood downs on the fol-
lowing day and the officers were so notified.
Liquor supplies were brought up to a
party level, the floors were waxed, decora-
tions put up, an orchestra hired and by late
afternoon of the day of the party the group's
officers were completely ready for the party

which was to set the pattern for many others.

There probably never was such a party!
Three bars operated at full tilt the entire even-
ing. Officers who had not been exposed to
such quantities of liquor for some months made
up for lost time and their English guests kept
pace with their hosts. The party. was held on
a warm evening in late summer and in all res-
pects was probably the finest the officers of
the 386th ever ran.

It happened at half past eleven. Apparent-
ly an emergency came up for a field order
came in. The dance which was scheduled to
go on through the early hours of the morn-
ing was stopped at midnight and by one
a'clock most of the guests had been taken
home and most of the crews on the loading
list had hit the sack for a few hotirs of sleep
before being called for briefing. Briefing that
morning was [ittle more than just adequate.
Whole jars of aspirins and huge buckets of
water .were set on the table at the enterance
io the briefing room and each red eyed man
ook thres or four to adjust himself to the
fact that he was really going to have to fly
a mission. The details of it were painfully
but well enough presented. The mission came
off witn good results and without mishap.

By the end of summer the rumors of a
move were everywhere and preparations be-
gan to be made. The group almost to a man
hated to leave Colchester where in the town
and its outskirts they had made a great many
friends, but these were considerations not very
often given much weight by higher commands
and on 24 September 1943 the group left
Boxted for Easton Lodge, Great Dunmow. Es-
sex, some twenty-five miles further inland.

Anglo-American Party at Garrison Offi-
cers’ Club in Colchester.
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On to Dunmow

Great Dunmow was a new feld, still
under construction and only about fifty per-
cent completed when the group moved to it
Different from the other two fields which the
group had occupied, this field was being built
by American Army Engineers and although
there was still a Clerk of the Works and some
English labor, they were working with the
Engineers, and the building of the field was
essentially an American undertaking. Just the
bate essentials were ready. The air fleld itself
and its runways were in usable shape but the
accomodations were not anywhere near the
state of readiness of the two fields the group
had previously occupied.

Air crews and ground staffs had gained
a great deal more experience and missions
were being planned and briefed with consid-
erably more efficiency and with less effort
and upheaval, Armament and Ordnance crews
were still operating at ungodly hours of the
night and unfortunately frequently had to
change bomb loads due to changes in decis-
lons from higher up. Cooks had to get up
perhaps not quite as early as the very first
days but still very early in the morning. Com-
bat crews were getting used to their early
pisings and operations and intelligence person-
nel had got into a groove where setting the
wheels for a mission into motion was now
pretty well routine.

At Home Abroad

The group had learned to settle down and
make itself at home wherever it was and as
it scemed that it was to remain at Great Dun-
mow certainly through the winter and prob-
ably well into the next spring everyone began
to make themselves comfortable. Most.of the
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personnel still lived in Nissen huts and the
only ones that did not were Group Headguar-
ters personnel who were living in the lodge.
For all practical purposes, with.the coming of
winter, the lodge, while a beautiful large
house from the outside, presented mainly the
problem of how to keep warm in it.

An officers mess existed but there was
no club and work was begun on another wing
to the large Nissen building to provide one.
A Red Cross Aero-club for the enlisted men
was [fortunately one of the few buildings ta
have heen completed by the time of the group's
arrival and under the direction of Dick Mon-
cure and the Red Cross girls and with the
help of the few more artistic members of the
group who did some «Sad Sacks murals: on
the walls, its program was quickly underway.

Colonel Sanders

Shortly after the group’s arrival it exper~
ienced its first change in commanding officers.
Colonel Maitland was relieved of his com-
mand for assignment back in the United States
and Colonel Richard C. Sanders assumed com-
mand, To most of the group, many of whom
had never served under another Commancding
Officer in a combat unit, it was difficult to
visualize how the group could function with-
out the familiar figure of big Colonel Mait-
Jand. His leadership of the group had been
strong and colorful. He had been rough on
those who did not produce but fine to those
who had. He had given a lot of character to
the group and although he had been rough
at times, had been fair always. The group was
sotry to see him go but with operations on &
day to day basis and the daily work remain<
ing always to be done, it was soon realized
that Colonel Maitland had formed @ group
which by this time was organized enough that
it could carry on the details of operations and
administration in his' absence. It was not long
before all concerned realized that the change
of Commanding Officers meant little change to
them personally in their every day life.

Colonel Sanders, was every bit as big as
Colonel Maitland and occupied just as much
space in the back seat of his sedan but he was
very different. He was soft spoken and al-
though almost no one in the group knew him,
or knew of him, until the day he assumed
command, individuals within the group were
soon being surprised to find out how much
Colonel Sanders knew about them. Hor the
first weeks he was a source of constant amaze-



ment to those who came in contact with him.
He not only knew their jobs, what they were
doing but even was able to call a2 man whom

he may have met only once before by his .

first name, which he always did. Almost with-
in two weeks time it seemed that Colonel
Sanders had been Commanding Officer for as
far back as anyone could remember.

Upon assuming command he had left
things pretty much as they had been. but it
became apparent that in his guiet soft spoken
way he was getting things done in an extra-
ordinarily efficient way. Shortly after his ar-
rival his fine, quick, dry sense of humor be-
came appreciated and within an incredibly
short time there wasn't a man on the base
who had not sized him up as a good «Joes
and who wasn't glad to hayve him as his Com-
manding Officer.

Necessity—Mother of Invention

Members of the group had learned to
make themselves as comfortable as canditions
allowed even on the Queen Elizabeth crossing
the ocean. Here at Dunmow it was no differ-
ent. Enlisted men built themselves a beer bar
right next to the Post Exchange and although
the only offering was local emild and bitter»
it provided a pleasant place in which to while
away the evenings. Beer apparently had a pecu-
liar effect on the kidneys and it was a fore-
gone conclusion that anybody who spent the
evening there would make at least two or
three trips during the night for relief.

With the approach of winter came the
problem of heating the Nissen huts and the big
barp-like rooms in the lodge. Coal was un-
available and coke was strictly rationed and
even if coal and coke had been plentiful it is
doubtful if the little English stoves that had
been issued to each hut would have been
equal to the work of taking the chill off the
insides of one of those tin buildings. The more
ingenious members of the group went to work
on improvised stoves made out of old eil bar-
rels and while it did not do a perfect job it
certainly did a better job than the tiny ineffec-
tive issuc equipment.

At this point most of the combat crews
had between 25 and 30 missions and were old
hands at the bombing game. There was a lot
of conversation about tours of duty and men
were eager to get on the loading list so they
could Hnish up first. There was no definite
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Softball championships at Punmotv.

commitment from higher command but there
was a tacit understanding that fifty missions
in mediums would constitute a tour.

Ice Rears its Ugly Head

The approach of winter also presented a
problem of ice on the wings of the aircraft,
forming during the condensation of moisture
in the early mornings and freezing on the
fuselage of the planes. Engineering sections
had hours of work before missions chipping
and sweeping the surfaces free of ice before
the planes could take off. Later when <«Kill
Frosts became available through supply chan-
nels the job was not as great as in those early
days when every bit of the ice had to be re-
moved by sheer hard work on the part of the
engineering section.

Three new wings of the IX Bomber Com-
mand, the 97th; 98th and 99th, were organized.
It was soon learned that the wing to which the
386th was to be assigned, the 99th wing, was
going to be located at Great Dunmow under
the command of Colonel Thatcher, who had
been the Commanding Officer of the 323rd
Bombardment Group. Through the grapevine
it was understood that there were to be seven
additional light and medium groups coming to
England and that there would be four groups
in each of two wings and three in the other
wing:

In February the new. groups began to ar-
rive all as green and cocky and inexperienced
as the 386th had been when it first arrived
overseas, However with eight to nine months
overseas experience the group felt its senior-
ity and its superiority and while it gladly
assisted the staffs of the new groups who
came to it for operational advice, it was notice-
able that the members of the group adopted
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the attitude of the master talking to the novice.
Some of the combat crews with Fight lead and
box lead experience and who were well up in
number of missions were transferred from the
group and assigned to wvarious scuadrons of
the nmew groups for purposes of instructing
and cheeking them out in combat flying and
procedires, This was the first mass exodus
of personnel from the group. Ulp to this time
none of them had finished tours and the group
was stilll working with its original crews and
with the frst replacements that came to it be-
fore the group even went into operations.

Another CO

Along ‘about this time the group was to
experience another change in Commanding
Officers. This the group could not under-
stand since all was going well. Bombing was
good and getting better. Everyone had come
to know and like Colonel Sanders and could
uot be sufe what a new Commanding Officer
would be like. It was obvious that there were
bigger things in store for Colonel Sanders for
his' quiet, efficiency and rare technique in handl-
ing men had been obvious from the start, The
group heard the rumor first and it was later

confirmed at the time of the actual change

that Colonel Sanders was to become Chief of
Staff of IX Bomber Command. While the
group was sorry to see him go, as they would
be sorry to see any real good friend go, they
were glad that he was not going far and that
he would be in a position of influence in
bomber command where they were sure he
would do a good job. Rarely has a command-
ing Officer left such a marked impression up-
on his command as did Colonel Sanders in the
few months he was the «Old Man».

The group’s luck in drawing good Com-
manding Officers held out, however, as was
soon obvious after Colonel Joe W. Kelly, who
had been the Air Inspector of IX Bomber
Command, took over in Colonel Sander's
place. He seemed only half the size of the
two previous Commanding Officers but he
was loaded with energy, loved to fly and fight
He liked a good time himself and wianted his
men to have a good time. He turned out to
be, to the group's imense relief, a «Good
Guys, and a good Commanding Officer.

Home Sweet Home—Maybe

MOTL‘ ami morg as thi.' Ccrews ncared tne
50 missions which were supposed to constitute
thelr tour, -anticipation of going hom= ran
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high. The first pilots to reach the 50 mark
were Gaplains Moe Elling and Eem Burgess,
both of whei had had some rough sines and
both of whom had been sweating out the last
tew sorties. Moe Elling gave the control tows:
a buzz job, the like of which has rarely been
seen’ when he came back Frora Lis filtieth.
The 555th and 552nd Squadrons took the oc-
casion to, throw parties in honor of the first
men in their squadrons to finish their tour and
these were parties that will long be remem-
bered by all who attended,

Unfortunately the following day word
came down from IX Bomber Command that
fifty rissions 'did not constitute & tour al-
though it did say that arrangements were be-
ing made to send men home for thirty days
leave after which they would refurn to their
organizations and continue on.  Thus began
the first rotation back to the United States
that affected the 386th. "The first of the com-
bat crews to go were a happy lot indeed. In
the first bunch only seven crews were allowed
ta go. two crews edch from three squadrons
and one crew fram. the other squadron,

The replacement problem in the late win-
ter and early spring of 1944 was critical par-
ticularly in the Navigator and Bombardier cat-
egories, It became so critical that it gave rise
to_an unofficial air rating popularly known as
«Toggleers. Taoggleers were mainly acrial
gunners: who were checked out on the toggling
procedure. They were also required to know
the basic principles of pilotage and dead reck-
oning navigation In case the plane got into
trouble and had to proceed home on its own.
The toggling procedure consisted of standing
by the toggle switch, opening the bomb bav
doors on the bomb run, seeing that all the
bomb switches were turned on, the inter-
valometer propetly set, and pressing the toggle
switch when the lead aircraft released its
bombs. Some of the intelligence officers and
even a few of the squadron ground officers
were checked out and some of them got as
many as fiftegn to eighteen missions riding as
toggleers. Intelligence officers: according o
combat crews, turned out to be flak attractors,
two of them, Captain Haire and Lieutenant
Hogyg getting slightly wounded and ane of
them, Captain Jacobs; riding a crippled plane
down to a crash landing in which, fortunately,
hie wasn't hurt,

Two mission days began to be a regular
thing whenever the weather permitted and on
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two occasions that spring the group went out
three times. It was obvious from the opera-
tions of the Allied Air Forces that the invasion
was not too far off. Types of targets the
group was attacking began to change and in-
stead of hitting the air Helds and the flying
bomb sites that had been up to this time the
main targets of the group it began hitting
railway facilities, nrarshalling yards and later
in the spring bridges and coastal guns. The
air was filled now with American fighters and
instead of the Spitfires, which had been giving
the group its fighter cover, it was becoming
more and more customary to see Thunderbolts,
P-51's and some P-38's off the wings. Also
colossal formations of heavy bembers, finding
the skies over their own fields too crowded to
form, were forming over the group's <bunchers
beacon.

Busy Chaplains

On the social side men in the group were
applying in great numbers for permission to
marry and the chaplains and sguadron officers
were kept pretty busy investigating the young
English ladies of their choice. By this time
everyone in the group had their favorite
places to go on passes or leaves and the group
knew its way around England as though it
had been stationed there for years instead of
months.

By May the group began speculating on
the date of the invasion: operations and in-
telligence personnel were scanning maps and
¢second-guessing» General Eisenhower's staff,
They had “their own thecries on when, under
what conditions, and on what kind of a shore
the invasion would take place. Tide tables,
sunrise and moonrise charts were studied. Of
course nothing conclusive was ever determined.

For one thing the group was called upon
to run some practice experimental missions to
worke out with the ground forces Some pre-
invasion technical details at Slapton Sands in
Southwest England and on the southern
beaches of the Wash, just north of East Ang-
lia. Here they were bombing according to
mysterious instructions and never knew the
significance of what was learned from the
bombings.

At this time passes of all kinds were re-
stricted and except for crews on combat leave
no one could be in London after 2300 hours;

Invasion Plans
The first men in the group to komow the
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plans for D-Day were Colonel Kelly and Cap-
tain Haire, who was at that time assistant S-2.
The group's part was disclosed to them about
five days before the original date set for the
invasion. The targets to be attacked and the
intricate timing of the attacks were carefully
figured out and gone over again and again to
make sure there were no slip-ups. Considerable
quantities of target material in the form of
vertical and obligue pictures, photo maps and
mosaics and large scale maps were provided
so that any possibility of a mistake in identify-
ing the target to be attacked was almost neg-
ligable. It was learned 4t that time that the
386th, by wvirtue of its high record of accurate
bombing had been selected by no less person
than General Bradley himself to be the last
group to bemb before the troops went ashore:
This was a high honor to be paid by so high

Silver Star

IRVING T. LaFRAMBOISE, Captain,
553rd Bombardment Squadron. — For dis-
tinguished and meriforious service while
participating in aerial Hight against the en-
emy on 29 November 1943, Shortly be-
fore the B-26 type aircraft which Captain
LaFramboise was piloting in an aftack
npon enemy installations in occupied
Europe reached the farget area, if was
subjecfed to heavy anti-aircraft fice which
badly crippled the ship, destroying the hy-
draulic system, damaging the right engine,
and causing the aircraft to fall out of for-
mation, where it was immediately attack-
ed by enemy fighter craft, which shattered
the rudder, wonnded the waist gunner,
and caused the plane fo go into several
uncontrollable dives. Showing unusual dex-
terity and flying skill, Captain LaFram-
boise succeeded in righting the aircraft
and, despite further damage which entail-
ed the loss of the left engine, destruction
of the compass and other instruments. he
was successful in bringing the atrcraft
back over the Channel, jettisoning unnec-
essary eguipment, and in crash landing the
plane with the landing gear jammed and
bomb bay doors still open. By his heroic
action in bringing back to the base an air-
craft so badly damaged as to have war-
ranted abandoning it, Captain LaFram-
boise has brought great eredit to both him-
self and to the Armed Forces,




Group's formation passes over some of ithe D-Day channel traffic on its

way to its target. Note special invasion stripes on the wings

4, personage to the accomplishments of the
group,

The formal briefing was little different
from the ordinary briefings and differed only
in that messages were read from General
Eisenhower, ‘Géneral Bradley, General Brere-
ton and General Anderson. The mission itself,
other than that it took off before dawn, was
little different from any of the 180 or mare
missions the group had previously run.

In many ways as far as the 386th was
concerned the mission was a milk run.  No
heavy flak was seen. At a few places consid-
erable light flak was encountered, however
none of the ships were damaged and all of
them returned safely to base. The crews had
been briefed to fly at 12,000 feer but if it was
impossible due to weather, to bomb at an sl-
titude as low as 1500 feet. Actually the group
bombed between 2000 and 3000 feet, The
areas assigned were well hit which was a trib-
ute to both the experience of the combat
crews and the excellence of the target material
which had been provided for them.

With D-Day over, each day of operations
seémed dn anti-climax in spite of the fict that
the group’s operations frem D-Day forward
were probably more important than they had
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and fuselage.

been before D-Day,

Missions became routine again and. ex-
cept for the weather, which was mostly bad,
the group’s missions followed the pattern set
i previous months, The group participated
in the mammoth bombing of St. Lo preceding
the breeak through of Patton's armor. The
liberation of Paris provided an added thrill
mainly because it ‘was the first capital to. be
liberated and Paris had been a very rough
Hak city. «Keep Mobiles slogans decorated
General Brereton's headquarters and the head-
quarters of IX Bomber Command., The motto
wits frequently heard by the group and, of
course, was responsible for most of the ru-
mors that the greup was expected 10 move
out any day, '

The Mobile 386th

A practice move had been made by all
the groups in IX Bomber Command, Each was
called upon to swap bases with one of the
other groups of the Command. It had been
intended that the practice: moves would cover
longer distances but due to the transportation
shortage it was decided to keep the practice
move within the Command. The 386th's part
In these practice moves had been the swapping




of bases with the 323rd. Whether or not the
move proved that either the 386th or the 323rd
was a mobile unit will never be known but
that the move did toke place is a matter of
historical record, It was a costly move for the
group in that the one npight tha: the group
was away from its own bas: at Great Dun-
mow svas the night which the German Air
llorce had selected as a good night to make
an attack upon Earls Colne, home of the
323rd. T'wo TLI88's were shot down that eve-
ning. Qone of them, probably on its way to
London, fell with full bomb load within 190
[eet of ane of the group’s aircrait and blew
it to small bits. The following day the group
moved back o the relative peace and otdet of
Cirmr Dunmow where nothing ever happened.

By the end of lune the group, by virtue
of its' frequent operations and double mission
days, had built up the experience level of the
combat crews to approximately 55 missions.
Three sets of crews had already gone homie
for: 30 day leaves and the first crews that had
gone home were momentarily expected back.
By the end of July additional crews had gone
home and it was decided that the crews that
had come back should be returned to the
States again, many of them having
only four or five missions on their second tour
and some of them having flown none. Combat
personnel completed its Hrst turn aver at this
time and the experience level had dropped
from a high of an average of 35 missions per
combat crew member as of June 50th to an
average of something less than 30 missions,
Replacement crews were conting in ar a guick
rate and for the frst time in the group’s his-
tory ground personnel were bewildered by the
large number of new faces to get to know.
Prior to this, replacement crews had been
coming in in small enough guantities that they
had been readily and quickly absorbed.

In August there were several important
changes in the group Including another change
of Commanding Officers, Colanel Kelly who
had become widely popular with everyone in
the group — with both combat and ground
personnel — was relieved of his command to
tike a well earped rest. He had Hown some
30 missions as: lead pilot and there wasn't a
crew in the group that didn't like to fly be-
hind him. He had led missions during the hee-
tic and rough days just priot to D-Day, hud
participated in the D-Day operations and had
gone on many of the group’s roughest missions.
There was another important change dur-

flown.
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group, of Iy

ing the month of August, Lieutenant Colonel
Hankey who had been relieved of his job as
operations officer to become Air Executive
Officer during the month of July was given
a 30 day leave in the States. He was
never to come back for assignment with the
group: It would be impossible to tell the
story of the group without telling some-
thing of the part Colonel Hankey had played
in its development. He had been with it from
the time the group was brand new and he
was a Lieutenant until the group had become
an experienced and efficient combat unit and
he had become Lt. Colonel: A salesman, a driv-
er of men, a fine and fearless flyer and a good
leader of bombing missions, it is hard to.im-
agine a better operations officer. His brief-
ings were a delight to attend mainly because
they so little resembled briefings. Difficult
missions he had the knack of making seem
less difficult. He knew what he wanted and
e would mot settle for less, ;

Colonel Corbin Takes Over

An old friend and an original member of
group took command after Colonel Kelly left.
Lieutenant Colonel Thomas G. Corbin  had
started off with the group as Commanding
Officer of the 552nd squadron and had later
become the group's air inspector and the
group's: Air Executive. He had then gone to
Bomber Command to the 1G section and had
become 'a Lieutenant Colonel as Command’s
Air Inspector, Colonel Corbin returned to the
group with a knewledge of the orlgin of the
operational capabilities: and
broadened with the experience gained as the
Command's Air Inspector. At the time of his
assumption of command a move to the con-
linent was imminent,

While Colonel Corbin was commanding
officer of the group for longer than any other
previous CO with the exception of Colonel
Maitland, he was very nearly CO for the
shortest period of time. The very first mission

ithe group ran after he assumed command, he

placed himself on the loading list. It was a
rough mission. On the bomb run the first
burst of flak scored very nearly a direct hit
and was close enough to knock out an engine.
On the remaining engine, Colonel Corbin's
plane lost altitude and could not remain in
formation. “Fhe irrepressible Captain  Bill
Smith, his bombardier, insisted on bombing
and somehow the Colonel held their plane
level enough so Smitty hit an oil depot rather




than just jettisoning his bombs,

But then they lost more altitude and it
became obvious that they would get wet if
they tried to make England. The Colonel de-
cided to try to make it behind the rapidly ad-
vancing American Third Army lines. He fig-
ured it pretty close and actually belly landed
in a field from which German troops were
retreating and upon which troops of the 9th
Infantry Division were advancing. Five min-
utes earlier or one mily shorter he would prob-
ably have commanded a barracks in a German
Stalag rather than the 386th for the next ten
months. It ‘was s close shave and explains
why the Colonel has always been so partial
to the doughs of the 9th Infantry Division, his
rescuers.

Colonel Corbin took over the group at a
good and bad time. Good because with the
move to the continent imminent his experience
in the Inspector General's office tagether with
his knowledge of the group from its early be-
ginnings and of its personnel he was admir-
ably equipped to move a not very mobile gar-
rison unit Into field conditions. Bad because
with the group in the middle of its second al-
most complete turn over, the experience level
of the combat crews had dropped far off.
From a high of an average of 55 missions
per combat crew member in June it had sunk

to an average of approximately 30 missions—
with the vast majority having less than 30
missions and a relatively few with as many as
80 missions to bring up the average,

Colonel Corbin's task was a big one.
Moving the group to a bombed-out field in
France within a month of taking command,
sefting it up operationally under the wvery
most difficult conditions, developing new lead-
ers to replace those who had returned to the
States, and bringing the group's bombing up
to the high level of accuracy it was later to
attain, was a large order and a credit to Cal-
onel Corbin that it was accomplished in spite
of the conditions in which the group was to
live and operate,

The groups of the two other wings had
already moved to the continent and the num-
ber of the remaining targets within the range
of Marauders based in England was quickly
decreasing,. With the first complete turn over
in combat personnel of the group just com-
pleted, the problems of moving a medium
bombardment group to the continent were
many. Just where the group was to move and
in what condition it would find the field to
which it was to move was something that was
not known until approximately a week before
it was necessary to seénd the advanced echelon,
Since Colonel Hankey had left for the States

Naval supply vessels seem small but numerous from 12,000 [eet.
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the group was without an Air Exccutive OFfi-
cer. This was quickly remedied by the arrival,
approximately ten days to bwo weeks helore
the move, of Lieutenant Colonel Jewell C.
Maxwell, who had heen a squadron command-
er in the 344th Bombardment Group.

The confusion involved in the making of

the move was less than one would have ex-
pected. Na one knew for an absolute certainty
whether the move was ta be accomplished en-
tirely by boat or by air or in what propor-
tion by boat or by air. Paris had just been
liberated and the Germans were retreating
rapidly to the East and Northeast. This al-
tered 'the over all plan in that instead of being
assigned a field to the Southwest of Paris the
group was now assigned a feld to the North-
east. By good fortune It was also decided that
air transportation would be available and that
on days when the group wwas not operating it
could use its own planes to shuttle equipment
back and forth between the new field at Beau-
mont-Sur-Oise and Dunmow.

Another Move

The targets of the group were getting
further and further away as the Germans re-
treated to the East and there were only a very
few within the range of the group at the time
scheduled for the group to move. Personnel
took their last passes to various places in Eng-
land to say their last goodbyes to their friends
they had made there. Sections within the
group were ironing out their problems as to
what to take and what to leave behind. Show
down inspections were held and the accumula-
tion of 16 months of being stationed in Eng-
land were sent home through the mails. Offi-
cers' footlockers were sent off for indefinite
storage. Some of the men mailed packages to
themselves or to friends in England who
later mailed the packages to them. The officers
wrote off their footlockers, never expecting to
see them again. All that the show down in-
spections proved was that at the time of the
show down all extra equipment had already
been turned in or was excellently hidden, Some
of ‘the men however will never forget nor for-
give the officers who took away from them
one or two extra pairs of undershirts and un-
derdrawers and the few 1lttle knick-knacks
which while certainly not necessary to living
on the continent would have made that drab
life a little more pleasant,

On the 19th of September the reconnais-
sance echelon departed by wvehicle for the port
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of embarkation, The advance echelon under
the command of Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell,
who in the short time he had been with the
group had given evidence of being a man whao
got things done, departed by air for Station
A-60. Between the time the advance echelon
left and the rear echelon left on the 2nd of
Octaber there was little to do. Actually there
were several briefings but no missions. Tarqgets
were too far away and the weather was not
at all favorable.

As Advertised

Beaumaont-Sur-Qlise turned out to be as
advertised. It had been badly banged up by
bombing—the 386th having contributed to the
effort—and what had been left had been re-
duced to ruins by demolition by the retreating
German armies which had left the vicinity ap-
proximately three weeks before,

There wasn't a bullding intact on the
whole field, which was so laid out that the
group had to set up for the first time in its
operational history in a widely dispersed man-
ner, Because of the wide dispersal necessiry,
each of the' squadrons operated more as in-
dividual units than they ever had before,

French labor could be and was requisi-
tioned to help in repairing headquarters build-
ings, the runways and later for the construc-
tlon of a few other nec:ssary bulldings for
siroup and for the squadrons. o say that this
was a confusing arrangement Is to put it mild-
Iy for although the work was necessary to be
done it was also felt necessary to have the
CIC investigate each of the workmen. These
investigations were time consuming and very
confusing but as the Germans had left the same
area little more than a month previous to the
group’s arrival there was considerable feeling
against hiring any collaborators, The point
was to hire as much civilian help as possi-
ble so that normal operations of the group
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could be carried on without using operational
personnel of the group for fixing up and
maintaining the air Held.

Mud was a terrible problem, Tire damage
during the first several weeks at Beaumont
was staggering and Colonel Corbin was com-
pelled to use the strictest measures to educate
all personnel to keep the hell out of the mud.
Die to the heavy cratering on the perimeter
track and runways each night new holes
would ocenr, Captain Carlin's Company <A
of the 834th Engineer Battalion was kept son-
the-gos kedeping the runways servicable and
the taxi-ways passable.

Scrounging

Tents were a new experience to the men
of the group but somehow in spite of the mud
dnd ‘in spite of living under canvas mien of
the group started to make themselves right at

home: Scrounging details from each squadron
were on the road every hour of every day
picking up lumber from old German camps for
floors and ‘walls so that in a matter of weeks
most of the tents were fixed up with Hoors,
walls and doors and were about ds comfartable
as one can make. a pyramidal tent. Generally
speaking there were four officers assigned to
each tent or six enlisted men.

Change over fron operating in England
to operating in France was effected so that if
operational necessity required, a mission could
have been flown from the new field swithout
missing a day of operations, It did not turn
out ta be necessary to go out on the first day
but a briefing was held the following morning.
In spite of the wide dispersal of the squadrons,
in spite of the diffienlties involved in com-
munications, transportation and the fact that
a hospital ward tent was the only aviilable

has been entirely a Group enterprise, Pulb-
lshed under all kinds of difficulty, credit
must be given to several members of the
group who worked long hours in writing
the text, assembling photographs, laying
out the photographs for the engraver, set-
ting type, reading proofs for correction,
finally laying out the corrected and com-
pleted pages, printing, folding, cutting and
binding,

‘The book was printed at the Huis De-
Geneffe Printing Shop in St. Trond, Bel-
gium — a plant that had been closed
down by the Nazis Four years before
when the owner refused to print German
propaganda in his weekly newspapet. The
owner, Mr, Emile DeGeneffe, was a real
friend to the book and to its publishers.
He gave the greatest co-operation and was
invaluable for his advice and help in ar-
ranging for paper, ehgravings and the use
of all the eguipment in his shop. His
Brother Joseph was also of invaluable as-
sistance. Neither spoke English but the
publishers got by with a combination of
pidgeon Flemish, pointing, and interna-
tional understanding of printing proced-
nres.

The text was written: by Major T. B,

386th Publishing Company

The writing and praduction of this baok -

Haire, 5-2 and a publisher in civilian life,
who also supervised the publishing of the
book. S/8gt. Arthur Lundell was the
book's art director. He made up the orig-
inal dummy and laid out the photographs
for the engraver. T/Sgt. Clark typed most
of the manuscript. Great credit must go
to Sgt. Mark O'B. Bennett, an experienc-
ed linotypist, who set most of the copy
on an erratic machine which had not bren
it operation for four years. He speat as
much time in repairing the machine as he
did in setting the type. Hig patience with
all the break-downs and his persistence in
spite of them had much to do with the
ultimate appearance of the book, He was
spelled at the machine by T/Sgt. Seegar
w h o made continuous operation possible
by relieving Sqgt. Bennett during chow
hours, Captain G. Fl. Charters was the
book's project engineer who's greatest ac-
complishment was the rigging up of a
portable but continuous gas supply for the
Linotype machine when the irregular city
supply was frequently and inconveniently
failing. Credit must also ge to Captain
Jack Zeltner who acted as advisor in
Matters of Procurement, to Syt Jacob
Perlman [or his liason with the pressmen
and to the men of the Photo Lab who
turned out the Photos.
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housing for a make-shift breifing room, a per-
fectly normal briefing was carried out in
which the only difference was the more rustic
setting and more crowded quarters. A projec-
tor had been set up and a screen improvised
and the briefing was conducted in exactly the
same manner as the briefings had been con-
ducted for many months past. Actually it was
not until October 6 that the group ran its first
mission from Beaumont although every morn-
ing briefings were held, On October 6th two
missions were run, the ‘first one being to the
Duren Barracks Area where the group did
one of the best jobs of its carcer. Apparently
the group could bomb well under any condi-
tions.

Soon after the arrival of the group te
Beaumont it became apparent that entertaining
one's self in off duty hours was going to be a
major problem. The town of Beaumont itself
was a typical French provincal town with
narrow winding streets and no night life what-
ever, Furthermere. there was the language
barrier and although' this was not an insur-
mountable obstacle ta some of the more ex-
perienced members of the group it took a little
while before the average man could make
himself understood by the local French girls.
There weren't even moving pictures to attend.
Trips to Paris, which was less than twenty
miles away, were restricted to day passes and
further restricted to a very small percentage
of any one command at any one time. Over-
night passes were never allowed except to
combat crews on a special combat pass who
were taken care of at special hotels requisi-
tioned and set up lor that purpose, Further-
more, personnel who did go into Paris were
not permitted to eat either at French restaur-
ants or at army messes. All and all it seemed
very: little was being done to break the mon-
otony of life on the continent, The pace of
operations began to accelerate as weather
got better, making life at Beaumont pretty much
all work and no play. Within a week the men
were tired of going into dreary Beaumont wnd
there were few in the group who had enough
grasp of the French language to make [riends
as they had done while stationed at previous
bages.

Engineers with Hairy Ears

Captain Carlin's engineers were doing a
good job' in maintaining the runways and in
keeping the air field generally servicable.
With the help and cooperation of the effer-

vescent Monsieur Blanguette and his hoard of
carpenters, masons and laborers some work

was gotten underway toward repairing the:

group headquarters building and later toward

building a briefing building and an intelligence

building, The briefing building was designed
and constructed according to the plans of S-3
and 5-2 personnel, based on sixtecn months ex-
perience in operating from England. As a
briefing building it was far more efficiently
laid out Gnd its rooms far more usable than
even the bricfing building the group had left
behind in England. Similarly the 5-2 building
was planned and built as an Intelligence offi-
cer’s dream of g perfect field set up, It had a
big room which was a combination situation
room and war room. The bullding housed the
various subsections of the intelligence section
but the war room was the main attraction
to combat men of the group, Although the
squadrons were widely dispersed  personnel
from the sguadrons wvisited the war room al-
most diily to foliow the homb line, attend
GEO talks, and read tac latest «Poops. It was
laid out with every map used in planning a
mission permanently placed on the walls so
that at the shortest notice a mission could be
planned and briefed to operations and lead
crews with almost no delay.

Club Life

Each of the squadrons, and, in fact, cvery
unit on the station set up clubs for its enlisted
men and ‘officers,  Although the clubs were
pever as elaborate as the clubs on the bases
in England they were Better patronized and
served @ more needed purpose. Most of them
were [ tents but @ few of them, as time went
on, were moved ta bulldings which were built
for that purpose, Christmas and New Year
parties were as one could expect under the
conditions. At any rate there were a large
number of clubs to be wvisited i one was to
call wpon all his friends in the group and the

-
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Winter presented many problems.
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“old timers who had many friends in the group

became wvery drunk indeed.

Life in a tent during the winter at Beau-
mont was rough at best. There was little coal
to be had, If the group had had twenty times
as much coal it could not have kept warm,
Consequently wood details of both officers and
enlisted men were constantly out trying to find
timber that could be cut. There was a lot of
red tape and as it became colder there was
some cutting down of timber which was not
authorized to be cut; but probably no more
than occurred in any of the other groups simi-
larly. set up on the continent. At the time of
arrival in Beaumont group headquarters had
beent almost hidden by trees in the lee of a
small wooded area but by January group
headquarters buildings were setting out in a

perfectly open field with nothing but stumps

about it. Combat crews, intelligence and
operations: personnel will never forget Beau-
mont for the wicked ordeal it always was to
get up each morning at three, four and five
o'clock for attending almost daily briefings.

By mid-winter most of the organizations
had a place where both the officers and men
could get together and enjoy the evening in
one or another of the officers’ or enlisted
men's ‘clubs. Some of these were set up in
tents, one in a barn, one in an old school
house, and two of them in buildings erected for
that purpose,

At about this time there came to the
group @ man who was to become the group’s
Ground Esecutive Officer. A Felir haired, good
natured, soft spoken Louisiana rice farmer and
attorney, Lieutenant Colonel Daggett came to
the *group from the «never-nevers land of
Ninth Air Force Feadquarters where he had
gained much valuable experience both in Af-
tica and in Chantilly in the useful art of
scrounging. With extraordinary energy and
tirelessness the new Colonel set @bout trying
to alleviate the rough pass situation by re-
guisitioning in the town of Beaumont several
buildings' for officers’ “and enlisted men's clubs
in town. He also requisitioned a movie theater
and a dance hall for both the officers and the
enilisted men and with the assistance of Cap-
tain Hitchcock, the Special Service Officer, he
arranged dances once a week, which were
widely attended. certainly not for the beauty
of the girls who were ever present but for the

‘ahsolute want of anything else to do. The

motor pool ran regular runs into town to the

Silver Star

RAYMOND PAPE SANFORD, ist
Lieutenant, Army Air Forces;, United
States Army. — For gallantry in action.
while serving as pilot of a B-26 amrplane.
on & combat mission over enemy occupied
territory. 2 August 1943, Enroute to the
target, Licutenant Sanford was painfully
wounded when the airplane sustained a
direct flak hit. With complete disregard
for his wounds, Lieutenant Senford cotr-
ageously maintained his position in the
formation and continued on to success-
fully bomb the target. Though his air-
plane was severely damaged, he made an
excellent landing returning to the home
base. The courage, skill and devotion to
duty displayed by Licutenant Sanford on
this oceasion reflect the highest ceedit up-
on himself and the Armed Forces of the

United Stares.

movies, to the clubs and to the dances and
although this was a poor substitute for passes
to Paris it was a great improvement over the
facilities that had existed before. In addition
the imaginative Colonel with Major George
Howard took off in a jeep for southern
France and found themselves a hotel at Neris
des Bains which they decided to take owver
on a lend-lease basis for a group «flaks
home so that ground personnel of the
group who could not get overnight passes and
who had been working hard for long periods
could get a well deserved week's rest. This
program was instituted immediately and later
when the leaves to England and to the Riv-
iera were instituted in the European Theater
of Operations the rest and relaxation problem
that had been bothering the group since it had
arrived on the continent became less critical.

Up Front

It was while the group was at Beaumont
that the air crews and some ground personnel
were selected for visits to front line units.
These trips lasted anywhere from seven to ten
days and every man that ever went up re-
turned enthusiastic in his praise of the men of
the front lines and more understanding of the
difficulties they had to overcome. Somewhat
Jater front line trops came back to some of the
bomb' groups and the 386th eatertained some
80 of them over a period of three months. The
men that came down from the Front lines fre-



quently gave talks on conditions at the front
te combat crews and other personnel and the
exchange was distinetly worthwhile.

No story of the life of the group at Beau-
monl would be complete withour mentioning
the rodent residents of most of the tents. There
are members of the group who will never
forget the biggest rats ever seen, rats capable
of carrying off shoes and of biting into tin
eentainers and eating the food therein, There
it at least one bald headed captain who will
swear that one riat took pleasure in sliding
down his bald pate just as an added source
of irritation to him after the rat had carried
off his week's rations of cigarettes and candy.

Horses Changed in Mid Stream

In mid January rumors preceded official
word, as rumors usually do, that the 386th
wis to convert to A-26's sometime in the in-
definite future. On February 1st efficial word
was received that this would be accomplished
by February 15th, Rarely has the group seen
ihe army move so quickly for shortly after

" the first word was received 18 A-26's arrived
on the base. Immediately @ training program
under the direction of Colonel Corbin and

Colonel Maxwell was got under way. The
comversion was regarded at the time as almost

impossible to accomplish in the short time
allowed. The tuils of the new aircraft were
painted with the horizontal yellow stripe of
the 386th and acceptance checks run on them.
There could be no interruption in  the
group’s operations with the B-26's. Pilos
1o be trained, checked out on days when
they were not on the loading list ro Hy a
reqular mission in the B-26's. An A-26 Mobile
Training: Linit returned to the field and set up
its. displays for teaching both air crews and

ground crews some of the intricacies of the

new plane. Working feverishly to make the
change over on schedule Colonel Maxwell
had every plane that was flyable flying every
minute it possibly could. The new planes
would take off with one crew and fly for a
few minutes in the vicinity of the field and
land again. They would not even take the
time to return to their hardstands, The next
crew scheduled to fly it would ‘meet the plane
on the perimeter track where the crews were
exchanged and the plane take off again. In

wome cases the crew that had fust flown the

plane possibly for the first time was helping

“to check out the second crew which had met

the plane on the perimeter track. Toward the
middle of the month the remainder of the

planes came onto the Held and engineering

Snow end Ice increased the

work of ground crews who

never once def weather in-

terfere with their gerting
planes ready.
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sections which were working 18 to 20 hours a
day ran acceptance checks on them, painted
them with the group's tail marks and released

them for flying just as quickly as mass chain’

inspections would allow. By February 19th
the group had received and had ready enough
A-26's to run a complete mission and Colonel
Corbin natified higher command. Bad weather
intervened on the 20th and the mission had
to be scrubbed. The following morning the
crews were briefed again and @ formation of
23 A-26's took off to attack Herford Rail-
road Bridge.

The change over involved the transfer of
many of the combat crews made surplus by the
changing over to an aireraft which had a crew
of two rather than of six. Men high up in
missions wete, generally speaking, sent home.
Others were transferred to some of the other
B-26 groups.

Pilots and gunners fell immediately in love
with the A-26 which had so many more de-
sirable characteristics than the old B-26 had
had and was so much more easy to fly and
to handle under difficult circumstances. Most
of them folt a certain loyalty 1o/ the old
Marauders which had done such a good job
but they were not at all sorry the change over
was made. :

FEveryone in the group will remember
Beaumont and probably there was no one in
the group who regretied leaving there. It can-
not ba said though, that even in spite of the
miserable living conditions during a hard win-
tor the gronp dill not have its share of fun.
Toward the end officers of some of the sguad-
vons had partics to which they were able to
bring nurses trom some of the General Hos-
pitals in the Paris wvicinity and these parties
were held in the true tradition of all 386th
parties. They were not the large scale brawls
of the days in England where one club served
all the officers in the group but they were
certainly very worthy imitations on & smaller
scale,

It was while the group wus at Beaumont
that the ground forces broke through the Sieg-
frold line, reached and crossed the Rhine
River, surrounded and subdued the Rubre
Valley and went on into Central Germany and
Southern Germany. At this point it became ap-
patent that the group could not be expected
to homb in support of the ground forces for
very much longer since the targets were al-
ready at the limit of the range of the aircraft.

6l

It was just a guestion of sweating out a move
and hope that the move would be to a better
place than the one the group occupied. Tt
could hardly have been worse. As the rumors
began to fly and the official plans began to
be known it appeared that the group would
mave to the Northeast — into Belgium, There
was some talle that the group might move 1o
St. Trond, Belgium, and that it might share
that field with one of the other groups of the
wing and as this was reported to be a field
in excellent condition with many fcilities
eyeryone crossed their fingers and hoped for
the best

It seemed almost too good to be true
when word came down that the field at St
Trond was to be the next field occupied by
the 386th, and the 386th was to oceupy it
alone. Whether or not anyone in the group
had any influence on this decision it was
pretty generally decided by most of the per=
sonnel that Colonel Corbin had somehow
worked  miracle. The FHrst officers to make
4 reconnaissance of the field on April Ist'came
back with such glowing tales that no one
could believe it was true until the [ast man
i the rear echelon actually took off for and
landed at St. Trond on April 9th.
Civilization Again

At Beaumont most of the men had learn-
od to fend for themselves and to make usable
gadgets ant of small sticks of wood and had
almost forgotten what it was like to live in a
house with walls and ceilings and windows.
In Beaumont a man's latrine was a drafty
trench but in St. Trond bath rooms, complete
with tiling and running water, were provided.
There was even central heating and showers,

The officers were billeted in a group of
modern buildings about a mile off the per-
{meter track toward the town of St Trond—
buildings that had been erected for the Ger-
mane only three or four years before and
which the Germans had neglected to demolish
ia their hasty retreat toward the Fatherland.
The area resembled more a modern suburban
residential arca than army barracks, It even
had 2 large swimming pool conveniently locat-
¢d In the middle of the area.

The: enlisted men did not have so luxur-
jous a set-up but all of them were located in
a tremendous building which had been at one
time the Belgian War College. It was old
and run down and during the first few weeks:
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before its plumbing Facilities and messing facil-
ities could be arranged, the men had a rough
time. Still, bad as it was during that period it
was better than the best days at Beaumont
and, if for no other reason than just the change,
everyone was pretty generally satisfied and
happy.

Working facilities on' the feld itself were
also more than adequate and far more than
the group had expected to find, Group head-
quarters was located in a four story building,

the lower three fHoors of which were helow

the surface of the ground, built that way by
the ‘Germans to protect themselves against
Allled air attacks, S-2 was set up in what had
been for the Germuns a fire house. It was a
modern building complete with slide pole and
it was there that all operational planning and
briefing took place. The war room was set
up in the part of the fire house that had been
a garage. This had been completely walled in
with soft board and all the necessary opera-
tional maps of all scales were set up as they
were at Beaumont so that even on the shortest
notice a brieling could be held. ‘The briefing
room and the Navigator - Bombardier room
were upstairs in the building which  gave
everyone who attended the bricfings the op-
portunity to slide down the fire pole, a fascin-
ating pastime. It was a far more elaborate set
up than any intelligence officer in the Ffeld
had a right to hope for.

S-3 was located approximately 100 yards
from 8-2 in a long low building which suited
their requirements admirably. It was large
enough that Armament, Ordnance, Weather
and the Searchlight Unit could all be housed
comfortably under the ene roof. Each of the
squadrons had operations offices and eng-
ineering offices on the line somewhere along
the perimeter track but except when there was
flying to be done personnel remained in thein
respective areas where all the mess halls were
set up: THere was no reason for anyone ex-
cept Headquarters and Operations personnel to
go down to the field except for the purposes
of flying. Classes and training devices for both
officers and gunners were maintained in the
officers” area and in the gunners’ area fo ease
the burden on transportation.

The group found that the people of Bel-
gium could for the most part understand Eng-
lish even if they couldn't speak it. The girls
were probably no prettier than the French
girls but they seemed casier to get along with.

€2

St. Trond

The town of St, Trond itself was a pretty
little town quite a bit larger than Beaumorit
and very much more pleasant to wisit. For
one thing there were several small restaur
ants which seemed to have limitless supplies
of beefsteak. chips and eggs and for the first
few ‘weeks there was a great run on these
restaurants, Another feature of the town, to
the surprise of the men, was the existence of
severdl ice dream parlors which served bona-
fide ice cream, maybe not quite as good as
that they used to get at home, but pretty fair
ice oream which could be made up into sun-
daes of all kinds,

Operationally it was becoming obvious
that the Germans could not hold out much
longer, that in fact effective organized resist-
ance had ceased along most of the front lines,
It scemed now a question of reducing objec-
tives which were being defended hopelessly
by fanatical SS troops., Crews who had not
been able to get up to the front in the earlier
lialson trips were clamoring to make the trip
before the war was over and many of them
were able to do this,

One of the main features of the life at
St. Trond was the hiring of civilian personnel
to keep the living areas policed and perform
all the kitchen police duties in the kitchens.
In the officers’ mess Belgian women “waited
on tables, It was far and away the most com-
fortable set-up the group had ever had and a
pleasant place to be at the war's end.

In all this time the scuadrons had seen
many changes in commanding officers, Lt
Colonel Lockhart, 5520d CO, returned to the
States in July 1944 for a 30 day leave. He
was followed by Major Perry for a short time
until he went to group as S-3. Captain Curran
took over then and when he went to the
States, Captain Lem Burgess assumed com-
mand. Due to difficulty with his ears, he left
the squadron shortly after the move to France
and Captain George Howard took command.
Shortly before V-E Day he became Group
Operations Officer and Major Bud Lambert
assumed comand.

In the 553rd, Lt. Colonel Harris went up
to 99th Wing and was replaced by Major
Dewhurst who turned the sauadron over to
Major Hoover when he went home. Captain
Howard Burris took over the squadron when
Major Hoover returned to the States.

Lt, Colonel T. 1. Ramsey turned the 554th




over to Captain Peter B. Green wha brought
the sguadron to the continent. Major Henry
Reed took over when Lt. Colonel Green went
home in the spring of 1945,

The 555th saw fhg greatest number of
CO's and was the only squadron to lose a
commanding officer in action. The squadron
which had a long spell of hard luck lost two
successive CO's on rough raids, When Lt
Colonel Beatty went to Group as Air Execu-
tive, Major C, V. Thornton was placed in
command, When he was shot down over
Holland Major Don Weiss assumed command.
He was shot down over Caen. Major J. T.
Wilson then took over, until. when he left for
the States, he turned the squadron over to
Major B. B. White: When later as a Lt Col-
cnel he developed a knee injury and went
home, Captain John Strand took over and was
in command on V-E Day.

V-E Day

V-E Day was receivedt by ‘the group in
the traditional 386th manner, The evening at
the bar in the officers’ club was probably not
much different from any evening at the bar
except that there was considerably more liguor
hoth provided and consumed thart on an ord-
inary night. With the men in the cadet build-

Vi.-siﬂng infantry officer gives talk to
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ing the celebration was no less boisterous and
no less complete. The aftitude umiversally
seemed to be that although this day bhad been
imminently expected for a week it had been
the day all of them had been ¢sweating outs
since that May 27th, 1943, when they sailed
past the Statue of Liberty., This had been the
primary objective of two vears of effort. of
long days and nights of work, cold hands
working on cold engines: of flying through
tough fak, of getting up early in the morn-
ing to prepare food for combat crews, of
handling massive guantities of administration
required of a combat unit. It was a day worth
celebrating and very few members of the 386th
let the opportunity pass.

Approximately two ‘weeks after V-E Day
came official word that the group would
undertake an extensive program to orient
crews with the different operational problems
to be encountered in the Pacific theater, a
theater about which almost no one in the
European Theater of Operations knew wvery
much,

The group was back where it started. It
was more experienced and more tired but had
finished one job and was setting about learn~
ing how to handle’' the problems of another.
There were two down and one to gol
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Edwnrde |

Elliott, € R
Fontuna, I
Kueh, F. E.
Meken, PR
Seeqnr. W L
Envddar, | |
Waldeu, ©,

STAFF SERGEANTS
Caprbienr. M Lo
Flarvey, R. B

Hime, i

Ladden, W
Lurdell, A W

Marto

. WM

Patker. T 1

Rittee

N1

Hovend. H. 1f
Sepheis. DR

SERGEANTS 1

fatry
Crujg,

R}

Crardybon, | )

V-E Day and During Periods

Fiksimmnns, £
Getomup A 1

A S
Lﬂlmmn. H.M

dekes, T

Preatm, H W

Shaw. H. €

Slivke, 11 I

Soendker. £ W

Wotzel (1 M -
Wikan. & |,
CORPORALS

Bagan, F, E

Clayton, D 5
Cofitens 1 1,
Marnle, I
Mulletr, RO
Murrmal | ]
MeCoakey, T |
Pibvenzale. 5
Nihaen, 3T

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS
Allen. B I

Fnhisaas: W 5
King, ) G
Lews B G
MeCabe W

Whiteside, R E
Yates L. E

Personnel assigned during periods prior to V-E- Day.

COLONELS |
Bally ] W
Maitbaid |l
funadpie, 0

IEUTENANT COLONELS o
N\
Cnmeron, W

Hewuty

Matibry, H

T

MAJONS

Hmghsm
O ]

Withann. It

fihijgtin

Chibep |12 1
ARTia T Y 4
ol owim

Wiph, W [

Fiorppr, W
Wihite. 1

i

[+

M

3
|

CAIFTAINS

Mvilbgne. €AY
Behop 1)
Bushnell L W
Calper, A W
bt gham 1L

M F

Lalen, © W

Miewnid, I E

Incoba AL

Tae Nloster, W K
Ligiipr, A

Miller. 1) T

Cder. W_H

Ohillh, B 14

il

Hodesch 1L K

Saftell 17 1

Sl M B

FIRST LIEUTENANTS
Acheamy, A
Anfdrersen. b A
Comello T

Cenjye £ L

Exikotf; &

Gutdwrson, © G
Lyams, B M

Priersinii A E
Seltars, O, G
Sturgeon, £ I

64

SECOND LIEUTENANTS &
Thonhe G A

Wihaetes. |

MASTER SERGEANTS
Cobhy W

Melvape. £ D

Redmniil, &
Woadad B L

STAFF SERGEANTS
Jnwoba, 1

Senit GO
SERGEANTS |

Lizain. A, T.
Pallener, LA,
Wasdrll, H: ©

CORMPORALS
Fdwanle, 10 G
Meliew, W R
FRIVATES

Lsin_ F, |
Sampmon, 1, B
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552 nd Bomb Squadron....

MAJGRS »
Demns Liduy M

Lanibeny, Bial
Sygren Cusdudy E

CAPTAINS ;
Armapwig. b Ml
Esinan) Nisliatas |
b Wi |}
Viwi= | Jamine ¥
My, Canridin 5
Lutawies Fiank G
Link, Motgan 1)
Fapiiy Wilkod F
o Joeph 5
Wolifrer Jukn B
Lkt Eebvard |

FIRSY LIEUTENANTS |

Asbliy  Jwmes W
Ayes, Willam W
Hatwar, Mol W
Brniam, Namijiban A
Pigan Waien L
Hanon Foank (1€
Cari | Roben |

Dafsr Lawrenes M
kil

e Hhatled B
Jahn £

Banny F

miini | Lealie L

i Froderk €

sekley

tholidFE It

ul..h M

Call
Hart R
Hawking, |.\.|wtrﬂ M
Heps Uhailes
Jures Sorman W
Laimier. Jokn W
t:auru Williwm B

Ln e Mh-.
[Rabbane flay F

Hogers Alpha €1
Thomas  Johu 5 1!:
Tatnebe -\ml-nnr
Witron:
Wosdel, Cail v
Weihprhald Hep A
Wiy, Rotiryy 1
Witasl Willinm H
Wiltisttis Juhn B Jr
Willrnse Allied T 0
Yanidelh Wedler

SECOND LIEUTENANTS ¢
Allen, Buinie H
Bapdt. Conrie
Farrester. John M

ubich Hurman R
Mt Wb =
Haygogd, Herman R
Hefiman. Lo T i
Hywun, Balert L
Marks Lauw M

Taplor, Wil D
Wesitian Fred D

FLIGHT OFFICERS |

Hallaber, James A
Saitdiin  John T

FINST SERGEANT |
M liner. Laaigr 14

MASTER SERGEANTS
Cipin James W
rosdab Melies &
Lapemney Al |

At Eabwanid

Paignwin Pal B
bl L
Wy

Piad | Ejimiie

Limaleid. Malph E:

Personnel assigned as of V-E Day.

TECHNICAL SERGEANTS 4

P William |
Hacham Jumes W Jr
Brmhlvisdl, Asnald 5
Poughtis, ol L
Tearehi Rlhienr
s Wbt
Caltupiny dulin T

i mmr-u Yom=ra |

Motualll Fahn ]
Mantgrmers, Sim
Maoaie: | €

Mt baweks, Tokin R
Mutghy Edward C
Saptie ol
DNell
(W It A ¢
Payksy, )
l‘oli!mm
Fate, Cail
Payne Jmeph M e
Periing Jou M
Peny. Laule W,
;wull“nt. Chailes |

’l et Hllh“ M
Hay. Edwaid 1o
Raynoldr. Ceorge é Ir

143
Dael

Wiight. Anhur €
STAFF SERGEANTS

Aduira, Jokn T.
Albear. Meils A

Al Neiber I
nuld T

g.l 4 H?wh! o
fulfiicey,  Jaeph
Benider Rursell A
Bogws. Clirence P
Bivernan, Divid A
Burkett Frank M Jr.
Dale, Bylw j

Dy Qs -uv A

B bmﬂlu- Ih-d'a
Feorell. Thamas I'
Corade, Maten V'
Hatehor, Rap A
Kexeeee Willih L
wves, Franchs E
aimllm William -]

Li]
Madugns, Rey ).
Muraden, Harry A
h-pp Johw 0

Newmap.

Highants. Gy
Higers, Wayne A
Husenihal, Aithus L

‘!-n-u lssmpl) €

“De

Mullieas Howmes B

SERGEANTS 1
Ahivasder Paut 1

1]

Higblove: Lo W
e — |
Eligrim, Noyman L
Vot Aaledln &
gl Jue ML
Oruvpiduinn Loy ¥
Daie Thivid ©
D Mikew | Asihin
Fary. Hareldd |
Estminida |uiuni 8
Bkt Ll
Fonpenin. Freeman

. Pl

toan, Benjamin
Harie Alient G
Henaaer, Thisdare T
Hestoidalumiver, Mainies [,
Hiwtik, Witham
Helstan, Raymnnd |
Haowarh Herry
Tyt Eail L

wor, Drarward W,
valliog Mickolan A
Kot e
Lans Harald W
Lateon. Albart
Lewis, Benmmm W
Lehi. Robent

C!-lrmlc !

MeCinmr, Judian B
MeLarahan, Thomas W
MeMullen); Howaih E
Nichalsan, Chblant D
O'Rally. Cal
Owena, fumes W,

Saccaman.
Sehal Alhvd w
Sulm Edward E
S Felin, Le Rty C
Simumers. Seanley £
ﬁlﬂd Jahit lI
Tews, Julan H

¢ Terramarm, M banl

Wiwie- Raymoond E
Woun, Wil R

T Jasmew
Lalesmbar, Frank

PRIVATES
Hal, John. 1

Peani, Laon D,
Elerseh, Richud O

ﬂaul
Coakol. Virceny .
Caob, Exes M

Cotney, Malyen D
Crpley, Charles |
Daddia Jamas
Dishepisan Hinnld €
Deaton Emmen ©

: v, Charies B
Flates I'Iuﬂni-\.lv A
French. ke F
Frindbonn Theadie
Caaion, Hairg L
(n-uuln- Mipesl £
Lamwntuog, Haiman W
Festrain Anhul )
Elapeliing, Herbest M.
[} e e
Mt AlL
Misniisrg.

L)p— Fdraad 2
wrenchs | Lamiis

[ T T 8 )

L b, Williaks |
Latafld Chamld G
AiHeon Mezpndis W Ty
Wi, Beonund |

i shall  Habaery 12
bitme Lampes W

b [ T T8
1 IL
McCary abe B Iy
Al Abitan. Aliley ©
Motdini Lasn L
Alve, e

. eorirw GF
Newrifnsigs James E
Naliws, Pegee 1T

? nlanda S‘ml

i'.mmn Chastia G
Paytdew Row A

¥, Rateer ML
Hellenbings Homy G
Hegmeyir, Lea |
Ry Joriw &
[125 amhus a
Resotch; Bevpbands M
Hath, Lyvmp M
Sehradder. Jumezll 41
Jerterrsbein, |awie W
Shodle, Harvey &
“Sauthuid, Chisstes W
Sermars. |wrmban H
Svendlove, Laun
Tayhor, Jainis W,
Viluse, Gosepe R
Vone fowerh I

Vil Thide A
Wed, Jis | .
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS |

Avemani, Ralih ]
Bewmni. Willard |
::;:ll:n Charley =

nbemhip. Chalen
Bosern. Jobe H
Berwn Hlerhens |
Carhone foreph I
Careiprt. Ml
Continim,
Chilihsmbtrr, Fhhor 1
Coutpersmith. Matiie
Lopper, buaz T
Conikx, Eoaie-tW.
Dlavenpart. Danald 1
Devel, Wity |,
Dhngon. Hlowand 1
Dhiddite. Liapd £
Faller, Petes )
Frorna Viewen |
Carcia. Caglas G
Clwver)| Chiailag E:
Hamilion, Albey B
i

urkziikd, Witlam L.
Juhnmasn, Clifus A
Kaha Jos A
Lecarur, Cerand |,
Maildews, Charles M

o Walee
MiCeendy, Bates I
AN Jabi 1
Maliva, §lwwarda
Palavuda Suailey
PNRL, ) i
Hiboitun Oad' L
G

e, Uilnaia |
Vertnlbmeld, Byl W
Fandaelli  Seamley A
Vide, Miniihs A
fein. Fied |
Witwarn . Wanmymt 3
Fomm Ulabimga 0b
PHIVATES |
Laibaore), Kiwniihs |
Wludpise Wallisw
Cholistiie Akl |
Preslds  Ulailes 1t
Paines & i
Saleipias, Lisig %
Sreait. Ribew




552 nd Bomb Squadron. ..

Personnel assigned during periods prior to V-E- Day.

LIEUTERANT COLOKEL ¢

Lueliue U W
MAJOIS | *

CKayren, Emmer £

Hipswind | Ciawym &
Iygren . Gesilun F

Pewey, Laland )
Fhamtan 1 arkes ¥
CAPTAINS

Anlrrws  Allea L
Aliman, Risiall W
ol Gy £ 1

Hare Pant E
Faried
Flachwelder. Jean H
Dyt L 1
Gask. Willion 1,
Carlin Tl G
Catler. Jukn M
Tately, Seewart A

Jucoles, Arilnn Lo
Labian. [heocdee
Rastan, Ln‘l':': | 5
| Laesgmn, Wirm)
Lol Iistim
Marble. Fateh W
Meart, Feed A
Oxilingh, Teeiiorman 1
Potten| Dvins L. I
e Willlaw |
ey, Hebent' ©
Sfarknr, Fail |

‘Hwnur Huwwiney |
fpealil A&

FIRST LIEUTENANTS .

Abies, Mynzy 3
Arkrman Sam
Adurne Willwid B
Andrrsan, E

Andruniglan Muu M
Andreasen. Theiliel |

Wack. furmes A
!mm Paul B
P

mlm. Fludrell R

Jesk
Beandurram, Aneil L
teigwin Huwl D

.&nh‘th 9"D||'ir
Diavin. Oma G
Demurest. Jabin. }E-

Jitilu
ol G
Ju ﬂe«. Ch;m a
Gosdrman, Roniwond L
Couven Crivpr ¥
Crwwyymond, r:i
e, Thomne 8

i Man [
iley. Dawed A C

K, T
daraie O
‘L.lluﬂll«';;‘m ook
o Mlany |
Labig Jahmi 0.
G, ol M

Macken, Goarrdom K.

M lidure ot D

MeNan. Hos A

Ailgrese, Tl P
h

vk |
T |
Mewlle, Rabert G
Nrsipm G 1T

Ruailr Wats
A

Selrzer, fiilim 1
Slemuwwns, Hairy A
Smpder - Millagd P
Srnder Robest B
Saller, James H €
B R
Lapeley, Hobew W
Frignni=s Dean P
i Panald £

\l'n-tn-n W-Ilnn— M
Wright, Den 8

Found Jemes I

SECOND LIEUTENANTS +

Avslesmin. Jisha L

Cerrans_ Alben C
Udhiest, M,

revern
Henl, Herman L

Verhers Williary T

FLIGHT OFFICERS ,
M Evrrrest |,
Heinbmazn. Witk T
Copley. Frawh |

vy, Musice L.
Frribwrerr. Alfved 1,
Conen. Roben C
Lol Edvearsd ]
lives], Willlam' H
Troer, Stasler 4
MASTER SERGEANTS

Car, Ouwralil 1}
Chiew, Raliers

\I;Lln-- Tuluh

TECHNICAL SERGEANTS 4

Al James 0
Avrr, Dhabid N
bt Willgare )
iw, Framrm X
Conmey, Jumes T
Coilrmy. Chatles

ﬂdu& .A.arlm
akry,
YE‘:M
I Edward H
Wizar, Wayna L.
Formmp. Howaid V
Kuhulyy, jolMIF

C.

H

:— x } M

tun] n-m i\

l"nm-:"w"

#

H

H

ayle, Raben
asenponi. Blly T
[N hoerssn, Hairy 5
[hpple Alan N
Thomas Aliwn T
Edgm! CI-E:;: l-'!w

ihigtesn, .
&H‘ Charles H

66

P —

s !Eﬁ’; o g
i
E
o

Er
FR3

Esvrharns Lymak H
Temco, William
:!-nf«xd Cip D

5 St
Casdhmiel, Thanmae T
b el
Crtimm, Fglemd A
Cpram, Hixhand H
Tinhivksn, Tiash ]
Harme [l=mld F
Harper, Tonl £
Tnisie, Goentye L]
atlaran, Warres M
Haivey, figes T
Heney, Theratas B
:Inum- Hallis H

foeed,
Hublank Fymre &4

]
| :E.E.rv- i

I
BR dral - CpallE s
_;i%g ;gﬁ glg,,gzg

g

Bl
:

15
b

{4

srasiah. bubi B

Hitmell. Lonni= M. I
- Vewl M

Loveless

bl

¥ il T}
Ih-.--._ Lo €

Vacwnens £, Hanry
L g
W, _
\1.1.;- Kencaih L,
R M
u.«-.«;ur faci
ﬁ--:imf H..b..ut'
HPORALS |

B, flimal F
T wthsnesn. Al O
Crmbley, Fronk B
D A ¥

Selhir. Maonman A
Shisw, Keransh M
S, Wil £
Shermwh, Eibwan]

Slnhll: Ra: hl:.ml E

WN farl'\l
Whetmane  Haben A




553rd Bomb Squadron...

Personnel assigned as of V-E Day.
MAJORS TECHNICAL SEHGEANTS : SERGEANTS 1
Barin, Heirwand L Alpxander, Leates |
Margus Seewan Do Anundyn Carter B
Zoellies, Wallsce P Aptlegate. Robest A s

'_-thml. Roberr W

Lants Alichael E
Asierma, Fred € . Tickaeer B

— e

\'-tfnln.w Tokn B
Sta,

r Harber, 1 Mh;u 1
ey aderyil Sh by Marim, Sammed |

. H tareaht ren I
gENeoe m'fm N RS o MeEaontin, Williate

Cliyalind. F.dwurd 3]

AleAlaate - Billy- D

Em‘“r't"‘" ]iju BE Ay agtas ' N
Cileman, James K. ole. Rabes Nekote Flgr € b
uu;':.hs".; . Getrrac, abn, A rimsatis et
(218 atey 1
;‘:‘[‘[‘:JINSJ i Falle, Willie Celfmain. Willlam L m ?i‘:.n I
Kesling. Edulﬂ! 1 e Colters Car:nr 1 Fred Willasze
Kike, Willtam © Cagne Franea L De Vi § ='=*'.é Fnnissioos: Auges £
M’anu. Jobm H/ Candrer, Paul ""H' 'iml'l A Potree. Chasles ©
Mille, William W, i Cihebirg. F = e W Fiesce. fohn L
Raveberty, Dasipl & e, rm"'*-w ) X, Joveph B
Rt Honald © Grasiana, Phits -z Harakd Popick, Lon
Sentner, Leonard A Hurman. Leorssd oster, Lewer W. Fiehkids, Willm L
- Heiselinan, Coarge Casdrer, Ham&d w Rifey Josrph £
FIRST LIEUTENANTS | Hemand, Geracd A W'&'%ﬁr'c Seitfo! Dasiaih A
Archball Hewy L Hokes. T < Ceates, Hewry T
Ausdln, Hobert 1 Holrer Pu Shel oy G
Hazan Ban M xm, Edwar L SRRt et
Fluche: Latirs | J PRy Sesder. Croves € it
Huan, Rulbayt t rell. Spinetiu, Hobert L
Lhritanan Herken W MeDanlthy. Frod e ke W Seall, Ned R

Uhrintianaan, faeme B
Cibian, Milun M

Voreie. Cosld )
Coamlionl, Jamms B T Verriia 4
Lrmatbops | g hard © ;{:&""{:‘ﬁﬂwa H-luiu m Viaee, Argels |
Bay Aithu | Murray, Alyin W Margara, Josesh Walkisl TEotie:)
Denain, Richadl 1 Nelson: Nalk D Mabsey. Lioyd E Wearer, Alben T
Ltk Werdon' | : Miwra, Fraak Weider, Howattt W
Ligugiuw, Chestst W Mifher | Masrice R Wolfe. flaben W
Pl Ciliend Mierabi fuliva © Zrehikian i E
i Bob L Morka James H
Froa Frane ||/ Alomcn iw C FRIVATES FIRST CLAZS s
Canbani Hurald ¥ Muslies Willie & Adler. Waley 2
saven, Canage Y Marprpars. Jean © Bertards. Frank
b, I‘-An\ud Flas, h Cearge Batex. Conals H
Hadiin Puavelks Jowsh O Beatuk. Nople L
hail, Dlesin £ Perlnan, Jacob Brescy. |van §
Kriis famay E Petr, Charles nt. jos W
L 0 G Pl Led F Calles “Jesezh i
baw, Thomas L i I ope Thoma Cole Mlard B
Lapne, Willam | Prirce Richard ) Caltegan. Hagh €
Logar, g F Fassha jons A Cavie: Jarmas L. Iy
Millas Chales Receswur. Donald M Crsliews
Mills. Harold | Roandi Waltes M Byer Foank W ¢
Nenigy, Misold | = Roms Jumes T Efiw. Perry 1
Rtk Aluys £ Carta, Emviia
Schwire Emen & Carracn Ruhaed F
Shabr fobin £ n Hawy £
= Jares £ Covenfeld Sum
hmoh-u Fiank | | Shoge Boyd | nrlins. Chatles W
&‘fguf:dm; ‘llan'l-ﬂ Span Orwlle € Har Run-.d -
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Harney Pﬂabcu i) \I"Iim.m Musrray F Kane el
Caiu) Fore Kosttar, Allesd | Kelly . Hem
Cuntes, Ueurge Latorie Crvgoty |himil UREGRALS Krare O lie
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Heald. Gordan W Mpdine Tony A Bland, Summin
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by, | James K Matris |egiard W Einretior: Kanneth D
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Lamisrze. France |
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553rd Bomb Squadron...

Personnel assigned during periods prior to V-E- Day.

LIELCTENANT COLONELS |
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entbeys HI M
Sinih, G L
Sauler, W
“uluinhﬂuﬁ H l:
‘l’-lum_ \l’ M.
Tharrton, 1* A
Tischish, R =

Unifwrwimiel 1 M

Weber, 1 f
$d;l:m£ ||
Wiere e !

Addama, 1

Mall L
Hampilig L) =
gy 2 #
ek F A
| EPTTI -
i b T
Byagy 1) ™
B T 12
Esvmpsitas MW
Coud C
Llaek 1R
foriibar | W
Dumian 1 &

1At

Ttk
Fhiser 1, W

o)
W
1L 1¥
(S T §
Thwper 1
[ v |
LT 9
T <
::: Lot | A
SN 1A i
e It [
F:-“”"l 2 :::.’n’-’ufl I’ 2
s B E Pinbiain,§: )
T e Cous 1 W
1 Dt bbsaled. 1 1%
L e 41
.l! Evmimny
Cathier L
i H
C e W E
Halgeand | §1 |8
Kallig, N &
= Kiwder, F 11
hn ey At
Woiking B W, o
P2 1
CORPORALS
Pk, M [ S
Dhawpan. H r\
Fawbim, B €
Furnet, K
Colnravee W T
Blaw) L E
Hal, W !
Moo 1 A \l'«u.u. 1 1
Hininmm, 5 - LT |
Wl -\I
g il 2
Mnlls A M
Mims: M
Mislislii, 81
Mut ML
Pty
Mia

PeMarion 0 Desnhinmil)| A

Mease. L D Cllibs 8 0
Mirer M G (L0
Mudny | £ - 1y
O Doiell: W1 s Sl
Oidfield. B A [Miwh I 1
Hichards, & C M hpolle, N0 F
okl F W N Sampiany, S0
Tylwek | Sendbsngt. | B
Shaw, D0 fiwivn

ST -.Inlhnmu WL
S, > F Selduidt, | e
Teiben, T/ 1 \-!.n.il: s
W:il:rlu?'n. 1w e 4 {I' i

i Stiala; b

F BaaHlupd, A1
PRIVATES FILST CLASS n"« lrvwss W
Tidieiy, € T
Dt C. L |01|i||||| v
"Bespbymi l.' M l‘"':_'J"_ ‘;, |
Thwdinal. G B "
(TSIl T !
Cartrpede } |
ce | o N
st 1 W Wi ad Mol
Caubba, 111} “,""i" | W
Hn«pl-..lw. .n 5 et

h\«-lu—.u i«

(1 S |
iMaldlgy R

e



554th Bomb Squadron. ..

MAIGHS 50 °
Hiredd, Huery, 6
Walfer Wakine ©

CAPTAINS §

arth l.-iu

Kerght' Frumicin
Maios, Al n
/

Absin,Llemtall [F
Linbey Call

Plinkett, Jrmes €
Wiigherz, Edrimnd M

FIRST LUEUTENANTS +
Allen, Kok |
Alerbierger Ronald ©
Anval, Desiald )
Bentinm \!ﬂni
Blickenimalt, B
leefiran
Hithherhall, Richand &,
Clvap Taws I

e

Urane. Joha A
[heshin, fad
Firks ”N“l' 4

Kotiring .lr Thhen ©
tefer. Hay
Klins Henelund (3
Kasn. Fabent A
Lasiar: Wnth W
Liww, Growe R
Liebeves, Coinnge B 10:
b, Phapatd G
Malhoalt, Mlaarice
Mamlielll hobt F
Maipelling., Fermmin |
MiSwernr, fohn |
Mevweremi Haben 1
e liclmrn ) Hirndid
Molonhy Theine A
Pewpr. Harald
Rebur, Rol=it B
Reye, Heney |
Hidgoway Sk E
Plireser. Willie A
Searle, Jasee T
Seibald John E
Soalnnn, Thaous 8
Stae. Aps it |
Toviwaeliin Merss 1
Tucker. Ead A
umner. Gregnr |
Vi Pamten. Jipes G

SECOND LIEUTENANTS

Didiekett. Avihod
Caenem, Vol A
Codidimaton, Tames |-
Cinnal, ety B,
Bereton. Foank |
Cothras, John E
by, Asher F
Curnhitandhi |t 1
(Kiet, Maitm ',
Silived,, (bl .
Toile. Roben E
FIRST SERGEANT

Miehell. Grrogs F, )i
MASTEN SERGEANTS +

Arons Josrph
Byl Doyl 0.
Blayilen, Edtwand B,
Hadler. Phifin £,
Thede ik |
“ow Cearge L

Personnel assigned as of V-E Day.

TECHNICAL SERGEANTS

’

Axe, Jului R

Beaabloorsimn, Robiey £

Buidin. Leaimed I
Elals, Llpsle
Hraver Mor 1
Caldwell. Robeit I2
Linoll, Geurge L,
Crappe, Willlam D
Diiley. Berinmen F
Danker, Frederick G
Dhnnggio. Chatles' S
Tinges. Richard A
Clardans, Viacent |
Carvell, Clyde
Goithin, Willlam ||
Calffith, Willlam S
wotn, (Niver |-
Giba. Joseph |
Hall Bymon B
Honen, Amold A
Krause_ Frank M
Lateddala, Joseph P. Jr.

leech. Dean
Malnes. Willinoy L.
Al Edgur A,

M Lavghling, Richard |
Midgest. Jobia W,
Muore. Hury A
Mawrl, |..ou'r| E.

Pigg.
Rnlph R;‘.‘?md n

1 “""‘!Ill M
thanirr, Howaed A
Scanlon Allan D,
Sehiprtinper. Rabey |
Shwe. Everenr, 13,

h,

1lmm|on Noah E
Tuermey, Fredeeieh B
nhn' R

o Fientice W,
Teber I*

] st Windild ©
Walkowaki. Lawreticr M

STAFF SERGEANTS ¢
Arme, Edwin F o
Barnes, Willians A
Bantley, Willis §*

my Lester W
Benawits, Py
Hich, Foler
Bobunshor. nhn

Callers, Jarnes
Cslsian, Dlonald A
Cadey, Willinm 7
Crawtard, FPaul E
Dawss, Williar #.
Day, Charlen I, Jr
Ebels. Petrs

Haha, Teramie L. ln
Hunes, Willred W
Hurd, Gilben D,
Inmesan. Robeea E
Jaschke, Clarence L
Kesth, Amald M
Melly, Kenneth A
-lmlt:‘:zmrl R Je.
Lain, John B
Larsar, Leousid Q. M,
Juck

Lerer,

Smer. Naihan
Siivke Micharl
Smeck, Gutase W, It
funier. Havard A I
Theei; Fred A
Viiaek. Eqmil
Walker, Roben E-
Weigrer, Jerome 5
Williaus, Irvime A
SERCEANTS
Arngton. H-lde E
Baion, Robest |
Bidben, Mayoe ﬂ
Blevire, Cail 'S
Bt Manie

L ST
Condon. John W
Dustrow,
Dinota, Edward l‘
Dubiet. Frank |
Dlulse, Hary |
l}mnm r.nlllu-
Exii.

(‘.Illﬂv-r Iﬁl\n P
llman fropard R
Crutidfest, Absaham H_
Helfenbersrr, Edwand W

Hesman, Hany E
Hewine. Howard |
Hinkle, Catl R
Hugeln, Micharel

Kiibwell, Oakeey
Kiver, John A
Kohler, Wl||mn Al
Kulig, | "

Lagk nl\rnl F

Leomard, Williain 1
Lrn stiman |
wl W,

“-ﬂllh Lawiesice |
MeLomiell, William |
A hmald . Marvin H
Millingtsn Wilheni T
Muchell, Edwipnd L
Morwean. Mareel F
Misray ! Chatles E
OXray, Rirhard S
hean, fohn L
:_:—:-h._ l’i'lh P
ortrmy. Josenh
Reschanadier, Reland £
Ridker. William i
Rushfinid. Leon

Shider, Theodors |
Stubke, Giady
Swank. Chales F
Sewich. "un‘d ‘r?
nene
Tuggle, John W,
Tyluz, Aloywie A
Van Houten. Vinees
Vaughn, Mamice W
Walters, Hallis E
Reinkhold 8

L 3

Freed Saeme| M

Coarniman, Muyrran 1

(.u-mr; Virgd 1
vpet, Hu -
Huuser. fobw T

L.lm..mx Kl
Kish, Richund H
Koct, Thamiss ||
Kawaterahi, Pt 1,
Lang. Willard 12
Lovy, Maivin

e P |
Lowrry, Jam=s 1
Marcinerui Josesh |
Mattesens, Atthoe W
Mazgk, lokn
MeElersn., Ralnk
Aled arehlin, Walser 1
MeNally, Pares
Mifam, Cuil ¥
Ylanene, Hobers 1
Blariseetze. fomeph 1.

Maonis, Jusph |

Mahbole  Asteriam 1
Ehtega, Charles A
Paiker. Albws ¥
Felen fosnc W
Peocrat. Righaed 1
Hegan, Willimen W
Reed, Hambl 14
Blicardn, Willuin
Riweplli, Esiiew |

Hoysdan, Caif

¥ e ]
St Willimin ¥
Solonean Wil
Stheby. Thomalil £
Tardetr. Lo §
Vegtrsen Pesad |
Tompeon, Ratem ©

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS ,

Abrnmasits lising
Andriws. Capdow |
Barom, Finews
'""l““" Yot A
kmtiiy | fovdy \
lu gt Hrmey B
Elrondn, Mades R
Enos, ]
Faobeooes, Willaed T

Goeddert: Harmld |
Ceainat, Tl A
Candwin, Brote
Heramn, Fred ©
Kealtet. Chardes B
Lampkin Farmnnd A
Loboe Vet |
McElrath, Johs L
MeCunre, James A
MeManm, Fennb ) v
Hubient

Chey.

Phitipn. farmes [
Haiala -\Imrr'
Riley, Guibes M
e I.“nrm- LS
Shipula, Josesh
Senah, Coorgr £
Vancork. Joha ©
Wasd, Wahes 8. Jr
Weathnibee, Merle 2

Hqunn



554th Bomb Squadron...

Personnel assigned during periods prior to V-E- Day.

o \'F Culll Ra |
LIEUTENANT COLONELS o M }’Jm

aver Tuer 30 \ L Ravmoeid 4
Aot Lhesas | Virhert, Chryén
: Shflyr Lyl W
MAJORS | Mwseie, Trmes 1
Tureen Enirerl T Maser Rahaed ©
Huiheme  Heprhel = Al Johe |
ey, Edwand £ Mallin Fransss £
White - Themae | Vel Hoymman £
Wananil Fypmesd T Sl Rowbared I
Nerflind William A
Ohyorgene Panl £
Fard e Lobe B
A Feshine Frank %

Pafvon Febward Wf
F‘rhr-—- -\mh

T
Eainy, Diirewd 1
Lorubey Limdan 3

b s u I

Do joke T S -+

DhcEbina, Tammar. it vl Wl e
i —— :'l‘ Wiligm ¥

Egler. Chimephes ™ 00 ) Lyt

Fultus (et he Bulism. Pl

Hite Joivsi ] Fodgrre Lawvenee T &
Vismaith: Tmdrak B Ros: Thates i

ik AeaN Rogzenhang I_dv-uﬂw
Wt Bibar b ek Frank A

et Wilkisw, 1
Shaughrrney. Willam &
Smmith, Cide T

0 alivesgel, Hohent 1.

e ! Raleh
Firgalih Lals | bl B
::E‘.m.ru.-.i.. e
cHiles. Panl | Y
adp Huihird (% SELOND LIEUTENANTS
Sttt Lajbetaie | Yy, Mbeit 1
L Attembasnsd | B

Nasfliiiare  Taiman T

Haitel, Wil G
{75 TN J Wi S
Ferckbad Lawienen F
Famnem  Wiliam: T

" ahn Beriaid |
Caldesll Wikma T

L W

Cannes
Dicker. Halph 5
Dzl ‘Hoben 2
Tsewdd Ponalil

friuhtes (o Cldasimisies [ e 1}
il st £ Wreai, Taofigh 1
Beinfarmy, bisbrh 4 Hrsdib  Laeald E
ik i | T

Y

MiCulloch  Saates B
MeGanify. Hemisn F
ALller - Adips P
Monipnrery | Leaadd M
Fapens Ciarence |
llessnm Walliowm |
Postune Lres E

Cimrmben fohin )
lhamiets Bovvaid . I
Deipen 3nily A I
epsen, Aleaupides
Dedey  Jimsnch E
Thidnil Franim 1"
Emere Rohand B

t I 3 Herhd  Putherd H
sivler Home £ Sharahe Amae
Vieormnn Rogre A ehey, Wilie |
Cabimi Mareen K Somars. |aka

Citmniiied Elewee T Strekbone Matum A

Toret Waller B Sudlvan James H
Cagmars 3 werne T Tillee Hareld 5
ﬁ"l»‘ :“rl--u H ;q“i'.dl""- L) 5
ey Cowmmge &
W T ed B Wi Ha'k Deraid |
Hyeler Gosrge M H Webiter  Jahn 5
Irchnan . Resbies I} Wasstes  Auel R
FLIGHT OFFICERS |
Bollard fomes W

Ceivigha onesh
H'J:I:{:: hah
Kozmedy

e
faihall Famang: [l
I.au«- Taral W
A l.m-na
Tewrd Lmpia
*‘n-[hu-‘rj \hlanﬁm =
ange  Flabey A1
Taulisdl Fhand M
FirCallim  Retbmt |
Mellisg Lijjme © - -

FIRST SERGEANTS |

Fider. Neaneth W
H Harey B W

Absareean. leme H
Almand. Willved 5
Anda. Johs

. Claresce F
Beoek Wiahar “l h

berges, Roben
F':E,u“kh'd ﬂ“
Cranibary, Clatles W

Wil Tisi 1
v, faihny R
Marlisem, Thomas 1,
Mednmmerh Witk &
Mevion. Witey W

Howee
Rerdall. Rnhm! C
Porcheit,

Rics Vermasd
qul LT - T
armres

Terer

Lmm Rirhard

STAFF SERGEANTS 4

Antos Andeew G
Aibins. Vimrers L

Calluban w.m..- A
Canndl Joik W
Chysidle Cornrgr W
Chpeencly John
Cocherti bwroh €
Calfr=an Memne E
Crtbemans Foaih A

Dr By James £
[ i Vierengs
Dheas  lobe #

Duyrrnn fihyn L
Diahet, Wilkar ©

L |
L

70

Covpn: Frarh O 11
Malles. Anhier H

Hewher. Joarph:-H
Hilpoman, Laioig &
lasmta Paul A1
Kaezor. Prinr 7
Kechen, Ribm
i)
hard

R
Hisersthal. Liswad 11
Howe. Demald G
Hedhbard Fred b
Zpsiemnte Alvm

Sairs Haben F
Bewiee lpha i}

Srbedisnall Dhomedl ).
Lemb Yyoehale
Zeatne Tail A
Skl Tilwianid T

Kha el

Zhies
by S
Bihy | lewey A
Seiih

Eth {\ e A
Sevidér. hemesih P
Larg Frwew R
Boelrel Fman W
Tavka, Wil G
Thopen. Wil
Watis Jabeoy B
Webmer Halph B
Wert, Haymomd M
Whae Hawell ©
Woete, Duteel H
Woode. {Tatencs, b

Weads fames 1
Cary A

Vaanghlosd,

Zagmeski. Cavews I

SERGEANTS &
Apncld, Thaeas £
Hailn, Milay
Tl Habeery &
Eenehy

- |
FocMey | Veadinand G
Benhani, Albess Al
Byrren. Alleed T
Calderan Caluirs
Callaban. Allind T
Cmenieisin Anthams
5.-«- Hrmy t'.. I

Dy, Faben b

-)noninh \beil:-vl £y
'_m. e T=08
Fiparmk Lea 7

Cigbrm b | 13
il R e
Cabaom Willae | Fatmmi | Hosslly &
Calbrt. fdresh L e
Coerady, Frank Ir Caven Lhnaslid T
Hartler. Huben Tluns Brsy i
¥ L W= Cochoia L
:::; Harry E Cagher  Boasge

Hathasay € L
\"t-@d.gh; Pt & t{:db-: G
12 fbay Chailey/ I
W Cunth ;.a- ', Hul, bke' |
Mok Theess ri .I:' -
Dferes. Crme bhare-Vipas B
Pr-nla.“ur-iw u! Ln Spres Chimrmies
"nu v h'l; L] I:f‘l—--u. "oi,

[T 1%
Rnh Robent R Laagmaad biplli 1
Botethy, Wabbaaw P [yt b
bk mérmi Mestgzer Aile ¥
Sewbr Wi pne Dlamel
Skalihr rt.-tn% W Uowes Hoker D
Socthrr lohn W [ reAg) 1
Sealfn Aﬂr‘ Ly ‘M-nrb— *erd ﬂ
Senlty. Roben O

Swamran, Frankis
Surstrewcs, Lennard |
Thathary Lieen WY
Vos Drke. Kennat |
Yoratia {'-—:gv

iy

‘atse Thomas |
Voder Cajloed W
Vepz Hanesl T
CORPORALS «

Parkes, Grasa
Errnaies W-IHF i
I E

=)

Corrmm, B Faanr 11
Wolimen Avibis 4§
Whis' fubes %&°

y Sorlmsh Wendf V)

Sowesan oad £,

Freghey Ve T L

 pozarmndh Jernoe H
Faspn, Tasd |
wowveghe. Dhyvid W
Theodoe T
Feaber, Chagles ﬂ
Vo Bl Lunhes ¥
Lavalfiere. Powd H
amel fuu-uo I
\l.mu

r-'....p.. High

Fitall, Lester B

i, Wiklsamm |

o, Coripge Ky
aeghiee bohn 5
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS
Boper Lewras L

r.u e Wheobee &

bo, Williain &

T atmern Calbesn 0
Fiack ook
ey

Tavagmbin Frash *
frader. Joremh F
Vet Salvasasy
e Willoarm R
i Lrgres Uhaks W
MeMellen Willan F
Uerax bpeph F
Spallets Antkeny C
Toutey Richard M.
Teape. Pad H

CuMiobt, Claibece. G
Uheke, Mkt )
Cader Lemm
Conpee, Camar

Crmsin. Jaormrs M,



S
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Magereny Hoben
Beienea Ceotge W
Sehlaeks, [enty P
it Ravmisnd W
Snelivian. Harald E
ki Enlua H. 1r

Warion. Ma

FIRST LIEUTENANTS

Abatt. Cleny 1
Brosks, Enpcli It
Bieirwm oward M
Canbmin Bluohe
Chilnn Jack M
Fatanmdn; Wealpy |
Cotoiin! AMhyin €
Eathien, )£ 410}
Basre, Darin M
Pawmu; Adednh AT

Ll

Temblet. Munitbce |
In-ei‘.nli. [abiagy |
atinenn Clinwper €

Uarwntil )
Korars Stichesd |
l-m.mf Thinias 1

p, Muity
r;m.n. |
Slssry. Hermin R
Mathia. Widing
MeCamme ], Feont 8
Miller. Maicie 5. )
B (TR T PR T
Dhpomal. Coorge |
Chrinii oy 1 1F
t Kaminih W
Hyibaiy L
Mrdeny ]

S hen Edwaid K
qllll Richant ¥

4, Dhnald )
el Bl 8
Dhoertnsiil, Lawienis &
Tiiniies, N]umu R
Welle. Narseaod |
Wickie Isbyand |
Willkhne, Rigimund 5

P T

Owarprm Gl

SECOND LIEUTENANTS .

Aindley  Alwyn
Belicon, Arnnkd
By, nmuh! G
b Jahn ©
lrnh, Chanles |

- ey Fm!n.-k it

C-Im 1

Conis Hm.ul I
Ko, Williwen
Saylir, Ednd )
Shan Willlam 14
faeen, Ceopgm A
Woilllamusisi Wik G

FINST SEHOEANT |
Hithors - Mornn

MASTER SERGEANTS |
Favtin Rudenr L
Clentsin. Chisdlos W
Culyyhousa, Tyler 'I
1Rgd tahnrt W

Solvani Gl 1111

Matern. Chnl W

Webh Charles M
Wincheier lornh W

TECHNICAL SERGEANTS |

Flaker, i-mn R .
Batchaldor  Calvin
Cavwrine Augiig
Chappelll, Margisn
Clmﬂunmi\
Clilford, Jack
Crawland. Daniel

ol ge A
Edwarde. Dovglan ©
Eklnn, Raober. |
Eirenhiis. Cinmr E:
Esearnilla. Jose A
Caffarel. David P
Couthell| Iavunnee
Halderain, Willias |
Hall, 1k G

Hoslett  Jobhn W

Ihlh- il E
Roch: Uauds &
Lamgan | Chvilte W
Lanfifg, Edward |
Lott, Mmoo F
1-"-\4- Eadward H
g, Home B
. Oila R

\'wwmr Wil 1414,

Ryan, Aobert L
Selinlten, Laewy L
Sewull, Rok

Sk

2 e
:i-»i:i. i |-
Saiilth: Sampw T
Seame Nistnan | C
Stnteny Epp
Sallivmin Afred 10
Swiusiay. ]..hg |

Thaekes, Tnald R
Thell. Hdihar E
Vi, Keanmih A
Walluer Roland E
Waise. Michaal |

STAFF SEHGEANTS |

Al Rapnigind Lo
Hednarek psoph 5
Ilmabipone, Jovepli K
Bifghnrmn Laland W
Byl Mol 11}
Cotfman, Robi )
Cdub, Gy O
[avi. Leslie L
Djckimann Holern ko
Ermeil Chailes W
Ezk. Waimn
Fapsearids, sl C
Farier Al M
Firiney, | John C. )
Casdier, Eugene
Gavin - Chester
G Arihiie M
Cubflith, Danald 1
Cpliek,  Finnk
Humilign, Carl
Flenifrichs. fay &
Mirney, Haold E
oniehimw, Charles A
ohisein . Huben: G

L

Man Dals R,
Matsrhak, Hawl W
MeMackin. Thea
Melvin. Richaid £ I
Mesiioenthers, This
Mexne Alvin M
Moddull, Cliastur |

.I.IJhn i, lunm |

Gl

Ao \I'Jﬂlnul 1]

ieper, Willimm 11
e NHE

71

Personnel assigned as of V-E Day.

“mﬂ( Alnkanse 11
i
\’n- 6-:J|-n Marvn B
Waite, Ceorpe |
Wallsee Eatl W
Wainer, Stanton W
Wetniope. Charlas E
Willms Robent A
Lack Conrgr G

SERGEANTS |
Ardiere  Matthesw
g
b
Bana Ray [
. Flavine ©
Buekley, Elrmes T
Thegeahi. lln-lm
Carer. Capl /]
De Giammant. Lows P
D Muth, Fraderich |
Enbles. France J

Camey. Thomas |
Ernst Myean
Fletehies, Charfes |
Gilham, Glonn' R
thtrn Edlwurd T
Hule, Maurice
mnm' Oifie
kowiki, John |
Ra)wumll H

Le Elhent

Marh, William B

Masset. Fdward |

MeClitey Elgin 17

MeMulliis Juhy E

Muadaws. Maivar b
]

Pk, Toien. M
Pat Jumies \'
Pingeete, Johiy A
Poag. Fipkney Ao
Pawels, Cimly 11
Renaell, Lelie C
Reayen. Pl G
Rieed Frnik -
Tabmek  Wiight
Saeheit, Cenrge I
Schbaile, Richanl E
5_:h'ro||!m Philigs
Strall. Donald W
Amith, i’ dyenh £
Smithy Panl A
Smithesn; Goorge W
Seanlield., Clatence 1
Suchaiiia: Edward |
Trlwwing Willeid 1
best. Q

Wik, u..., b

CORPORALS

Bartlir, Arthie ©
Blarier, Abel }

.dﬂr Marodel T3
Flawen, Raben D
Frindman: David
Fidkervor, Rohen T
e Churles E.
Catiimmn, ]mhu W
Halt, Chales

:mﬁmmunn I’:‘hﬁ I'l. =
ollimgesmnth Ral,
o

Holsingsi, N
llnl'.flnnn I:Ium“ I
nd-n F‘b | E

Jonde. Hovld W
Ny, Robent H

Keni ek
Kardan Bayinnnd =
Keare Charles K
Kollkin Andres
lally Jahe H
Linduall Jols 11
fnbig Vingest F
Kliing. Fh:lu-n-! A
Miunrkowsts s
\mrﬂlw Salvanere §
aihin. Cenegr
ohl| Ores L
ercer Dhale M
iekels  Clarerrs F
ol Mamy
dean, Tk |
Neginann Hared W
thonglan’ D
o Kmevinnih |
Pomerea  loke B W
Prtar Lheyrer M
k. Hoben F

o

B peart
Schaches h-np B
\humm At F
e ecspeel
\Imm Flayd
Stnunes AfilLajsl W
A o
Senit, Wl A Jy
Snyidere. Mathing H
Spmagar Frmnk *
5laf||w-¢‘ fohn B

W W

Warmati, Welier 7
Wena, Rabward L
Willhuria, Naihin 5.

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS |

Deavers, Hiehand 1
e, i
Carkson  Clarmocs O
Crirmrnings, Willisn D
Delagsren, Meedrm 17
O Hooe, Joseph L
Fafinig. Cieorge A
ity Eail ),
Larreir, Swminm
Herrmun, Menil ©
Hallry, Swwiml €
Hisiches, Farl B
fanrell Exbwant t

Jartutt, Hew
N"m Atthiis D

M
Neiiin, Willlaio T
Nosrsa, Caapull L,

i Cenrpe
Pumphirey, Edwin
Hueliier, Lrbai
Slavin, ok L
Seeriliath, Lawronen
Swisthkowsht, Frank L.
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555th Bomb Squadron...

Personnel assigned during periods prior to V-E- Day.
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