)

z
7;2/3RD
ROMB GRP.

= P e & - 3 . . — ju— — — — Y S ey [ ) ! b [



ACKNOWIEDCEHENTS

This history cf the 323rd Bombardment Group,
453rd Bomb Squadron, 456th 3omd Squudren, 455th
Bomb 'Squadron and the 456%h Bomb Squadroz has been
1:'~rx'i1:.‘l:en,9 cdited und complied for the enjoyment,
educction ond Espri de corps of ull of the pres-
ent members of the 323rd Bombardiment Wing. The
Borb Group and its'! four squadrons are the only
units of the 323rd Bomb Wing that have a wartime
history. Credit for much of the materiel in this
history belongs tc the former meribers of ths 323rd
Bomb Group as they lived the history. Master Sa -
geont Dixis W, Jchpson of the 2592nd Air Force Re-
serve Truining Center, a Major in the Air Force
Reserve, formeriy en crmoment Officer in the war-
tinme 323+d, supplied many of the fucts cnd fig-
ures. Also the offical histories cf the units
were used in extracting the materiul that would

be of intersst to the present members of the 323rd.

Roccoe 4. Clark

——————-2) Yie (rfornctior OfFicere



The history of the "White Tailed" P-26 Marauder Group tegan
at MacDill Field, Florida, when on September 11, 1942, the = rent
group, the 21st Fomb Croup, gave tirth to its offsprin;, the 323
rd Fomb Croup (') AAF. The personnel originally assigred to the
CGroup were 2 varied lot: flying personrel from all three flying
Training Cormands, ground personnel from vorious reception centers,
from air bases at Jackson, ¥Mississipi, and Columtia, South Caroline
and many ground Officers direct from various Officer Candidate
Schools. Despite the inexperienpe of personnel and the definite
lack of equipment, tools, and training facilities,.the Group under
the leadership of Lt. Col. Herbert E. Thatcher, plunged immediately
into the task of preparing for .combat in the short space of three
months.

The 3237d had capzble leadership from the first with Lt. Col.
Thatcher, as Croup Qommanding Officcr, Major Fickirg, Croup Air
Executive ard Lt. William R. Fitzgerald as Group Adjutznt. The
men selected to lead the Squadrons were, Capt. Richard Travis,
Capt. Wilsor R. Wood, Capt. Williem ¥, Brier and Capt. Ceorge O.
Commenator.

MacDill Field in the summer and fall of 1942 was one of the
busiest, if not the tusiest, airfield in the whole United Stztcs.
It was an old well estatlished Air Field and had trained R-17
crews prior to the coming of the R-26's, Due to the lack of
experienced instructors and many other factors in learing to fly
new combat 2irplanes, the crash ratc was alarmingly high at that
time, and occassioned many skeptic2l corments 2s to the worth of
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the P~26 as a combat airplane. It is to the credit of those
first grim and determined pilots that pioneered in the operations
of the "Wingless Wonder" that the first skeptical criticisms were
later proved unfounded when the 323rd and its fellow B-26 groups
made their outstanding combat records.

As the pilots became more proficient’in flying the plane
and more of them were checked-out as first. pilots the formation
of combat crews was btegun., Then those crews started their.
trainirg as members of combat teams. Bomting practice was
obtained at the bombing ranges along the Gulf Coast a few miles
west of Tampa. Mullet Key was the most widely used. On October
25, 1942 the 323rd was tqld it was now on its own and would be
moving in a few days to another base to continue its combat train-
ing. The new base was to be ¥yrtle Feach, South Carglina. The
move was completed on the 2nd of Noverber 1942. The Group was
row on its own, no one to watch over it,

If any man has served at Myrtle Peach he does not need a
description of the base or its surrourding territory, ' The field
was situsted about twe miles south of ¥yrtle. Peach, South Carolina,
a thriving resort town in the sumer but = quiet,villaée in the
winter, Most men in the Group state thet the wintér of 194243
vas the coldest, dampest, most miseratle winter they ever spent
in their lives,

Though the weather was never favorstle for flying the train-
ing cortinued throushout the rain -and .cold, The combat crews
were poing to ;round school while not éngazed in flying, There

were some fatal accidents. at Myrtle Feach tut the losscs were
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extremely small considering the number of hours flown and the
hardicaps that had to be overcome in the flying program.

After a period of several wecks of Usweating out" the train
movement to the Staging Area, the Group realized that, as some-
times happens in the Air Force, the move was to te delayed for
an indefinite period, Thére vere two main reassns vhy thc move
overscas was delayed. One was beccause the 323rd was an experimentdl
group, the first tc test the practicatility of using single ceontrol
B-26's. A slow-up of production cue to modificztions on the plame
was the other factor. After numerous rumors the overseas move——
ment vas definitely tegun. The first part of March 1943, the L53rd
Flight Echelﬁn entrained for Ft. ¥ayne, Indiana, for a short stay
to pick up the new airplanes of the Squadron and to start on the
long journey overseas. The other squsdrons left for Ft. Tayne at
intervals of one a veck, and ty April 7th 211 of them were on
their way. The Ground Echelon remained at Myrtle Peach until
Easter Suncay, arril 25, 1943 when two troop trains e ft for
Camp'Kilmer, New Jerszy and eventuzlly overseas.

The trip across, for the Ground Echelon, was a ride on the
"Queen Elizabeth:." The trip was the first ocean voyage for practic-
ally all the persorrel, and consequently, extremely interesting.
However the enjoyment of the trip was marred bty the fact that the
normal passsnger load of the ship had been ruvltipliec many times
and everyone ha¢ to line tp for any and all functions of the day.
Chow was serv:zc tvice a cay because of the cnormous rumbers of
men aboard and then it was necessary to stand in line, sometimes
for hours, to £t -inte the mese h2ll. 411 slecping quarters were
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crowded and it was necessary for enlisted men to use the regular
bunks in shifts. Each man would tc allowed use of 2 bunk for

2l hours, then would have to relinguish it to another man and

£o up to slecp on the floor of the enclosed ceck. After 2l hours
on the deck a man would then be entitled to o ‘tclow and occupy
a bunk for 24 hours. One advantage of béing'on'a‘big'ship'was
that fewer men were seasick than woultd have teen the case other-
wise,

Except for the first day out of Few York and the last day
in the Westcrn Approaches - to the United XKingdom, when aircraft
flew'bvérhead, the "Queen Elizabeth" went unescorted across the
great Atlantic.'\Submarinezdetecfion dcvices and the sharp
altering of the course every few minutes made the vessel safe
from sutmarinc attack. -The “Qucen" docked at the small fishing
village of Gourcek in'Scotland. Then came the long train ride
te the Croup!s lirst Home in England. The villape of Horham in
Sussex. The fiold was an old R.A.F. base lncated a short diste
ance from the viilage, The first of the Air Echelon arrived at
Horham a short time after the Ground Echelon artiveé. The Air
Bchelon of the 453rd, LSLth, and the L55th Sqﬁadrons flow the
Southern recuc zcross the Atlentic.  The Air Echelon of the L56th
flew the Noritern route across., Irmediately aftcr the Air Ech-
elon lundsc ai Horham the 323rd moved to Eerls Colne, another
small viileel-in Encland.-

Tne ‘rairin: program, both'grcuﬁd'and air, was carried on
relentlessly from the mement the mave was made to Earls Colne .
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The all-important prattice of medium lzvel operations wa;\carried'
on without delay. Thou h it was.new to the crews anc cdifficult to
learn on such short notics, they soon recare proficient at the new
type of work. It tecamc ircroasingly evident that the 323rd would
become the first 'aravder Group to go into action at medium altitude.
For its work in pionecerirg the P-26 medium altitude operation anc
_showing the world that the F-2€ was an efficient cnd formidatle foe
for the enermy, the 323rd took justifiable price.

"The question among 21l of the pcrsonncl on the tasc during the
latter part of June was when the "Eig Day" was to bte, for which the
Group had trazincd so long and so hard. Finzally on the hth of Jvly
a forctasts of actual operations was given to the Croup when it was
sent on a cdiversionary raiﬁ—ﬁver the Engli;h Chznncl. On the 16th
of July, aftcr only 21 months practice on the new tombing tcchnique
the»323rd nede the first medium altitude attack aiainst an enemy
target. The enemy instellatio n sin;lcd out for this first tlow vwas
the impoftant marshalling yards et Abteville, Frence. Two missions
Terd brl gd me &crubbed before, the Crouvp went on its second mission
on the 25th of July---a blgblj succvssful onc to the Coke Cvens at
Ghent.

Mumerous raids werc made during the rcmaining days of July, most
of them against cremy airdromes in France in an encZeavor to hincder and
cripple the work of the German Air Force. A—mon. the 2irfields attackac
vere St. Omer, Ft. Roure, mrlcqu»v1llc, Yoen~screeht, ”°rv1lle, znd
Poix. A total of 21 missions werc hri'-”a and sct vp in Auzust tut

only ci ht of them were flowq. Again the tar;cts were cirfields, and



marshalling yards and targets of the special construction sites.
Little was known atout the special construction sites that were
tomked but every crew member ha? his ovn "idea atout what they verc,
It was believed that they werc built in conrcction with some German
Secret Weapon. It was not know definitely for several rionths that
tﬁe& were actually the sites teiny set up by the Germans from which
to lﬁunch thei; first terror weapen, the V-1 Pomb or robot Elane.,

Septenber ﬁas a compirétivcly big month for operations at that
time, as 15 missions were successfully flown cduring that third month
of operations, ”TﬁeAplanes continued to encounter both flak and
fighters-—f planes were damaged énd~twobwere lost in combat. By
Octoter the foggy, rainy and cloudy Engliéh weather had bepun to
hamper Seriouély the work of the Group. During the last three months
6f 1943 only 22 missinns werc successfully flown against the encmy.
Thirteen of these targete vere airficlds and the nine were against the
Special Construction Targets,

On the 13th of Nevember, the Group C.0. left to assume cormand of
the 99th Corbat Wing, Lt. Col. %ilsdn R. ™o, formerly C.0. of the
LSth became the Mew Croup Commander,

There were numerous enemy air raids durir. thc first few months
at Farls Colrne. Mcny times the German Rombers could be heard over~
head and the flek Tire apainst them could be both scen and heard. Tt
was not until the night ~f December lOtﬁ that the £icld was hit by
the enemy. Orc string of bombs wcre dropped . cnd the damage was slight.

That first Christmnsvcverscas was a normal working day, though
special Church scrvices were held and the cusﬁnmary turkey anc dressing

was served,



The six months of operatiorn in this first year of combat were
highly successful, as the statistics will show, The Croup ran sixty
nine missions and two thousand and eleven sorties. In January 194L
‘the bad weather limite¢ the Group to cight missions, all of them
against the ‘Special Canstruction Targets. ‘On one of these missions
the Group met fifty Fw 190's and Me 109's. During the encounter
four enemy planes were destroyed and one damaged.

Ore cvent of February 194l which was of special interest to
combat crowe was that some of them completed their fiftieth missien,
the first zan to reach his merk was Lt. Red Phillips, a navigater
in *he L57th Squsdron, This was a particuvlarly tusy month -for
encmy air - raids. - The siren screamed fourteen times during the cold
winter rnirklts of the month. Operations for the month caonsisted of
eighteen rai’s. The weather continued to te bad but missions vere
run every day that plares couldé venture off the ground. The Group
los%t thiee -airptines -and crows in combat this month, but cestroyed
seven ¢neny planes in the:air,

During: March 19Ny the Sroup taking advantage of the improved
weather sart meny nissions agzinst enemy targets in Western Europe.
After the month of March,” the »objectives of the Group changed radically.
The campaign cgainst the marshalling yards was started off .on the
8th of ipril ty ¢ thirty ninc ship attack -on the Hassolt Marshalling
.yard. For cne vcek durins April the Group wes taken off combet
opzreticns an¢ vciven 2 welk to devate to refresher training in for-
maticn flxin_ . a2y could te-clessificd as the- Wbridge fomting month',
Since-it wos Jdurin. this montin that . the "White ‘Tailed Maraucers"

concentrated thelr powerful tlows apainst these important pre-invasion
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targets., A total of eight bridges were blasted in an endeavor to
seal off Western France from the rest of Eurcpc. How well this
purpose was accomplished could bc seen later in the confused efforts
of the enemy to send supplies and reinforcements to his forees in
France when practicdlly all the bridpes on the lower Seine were
*¥nocked dovn, -

June brought .some of the most momentous days in the history of
the 323rd,ias itvwas during this time that the Allies! grand assault
on Hitler's vaunted Western Europe was staged. This long awaited
event not ‘only trought a new sensc of determination and a yreat up-
swing 1n‘moralf£br the Group, tut it 2lso brought new protlems and
increased responsibilities. The bombing-bf the pre-invasion targets
ofdbridges and -coastal -installations continued for the first few days
of ‘June, "and during 211 this time the men knew that "the cay" was
not far away, . The Group‘ hurmed with activity as all personnel were
in the throes of hurricd planning and preparations for the big dey.

With the necessity for added secrecy during pre-briefin& of
lead crews and preparation for -the regular briefing, the Intelligence
section mazinteined an Officer guard on duty twenty~four hou:s a day,
to doubly insure ‘that no unauthorized persons gained access to the
top secret information. Engincering was busy with the rush job of
Painting the Zebra-like stripes om 211 the planes. The other sections
of the group were likewise busy'with their last minute prcparations
for D-Day. -

- -The excited babbling ~f the crewmen betrayed their eagerness
for the start »f the.all-imbortant invasion missicn, when they

gathered in the crew room for the 0200 briefin; on the morning, of
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June 6, 1944,

The Group, using fifty-four planes, rather than the usual
thirty-six, took o~ff at 0L15 and assemlled in the early morning
darknees. After the lon: trip over the ship-invested Channel to
the Cherbour_ Peninsula the three toxes of the Croup tlastec their
separaté targefé. ‘The tombs were away at 0517, just a few short
miﬁutés tefore the first wave of assault'troops dashed onto the
;neﬁy shore., MNec planes were lost and only slight cnemy opposition,
in the form of light tc heavy flak was encountered. The results
of the tombing were classcd as fair to ;cod,

| .For ﬁhe”next;few cays after D-Day the raids of the Grour were
cEncentiated-against rédd jucticns, bri&ges and marshallin,. yards in
an effrrt ts senirate still further tﬁe irmcdicte battle area from
the rest of France. The threat ~f the Jermer secret weapon, the
pilotléss aircraft or flying bork, became 2 reality when »n the nisht
‘of Jine 16-17 the oir raid siznal was given numerous times. Meny
alerts were sounded during the remzinder cf the morth as the enemy
intensified his attack with the new weapen. During the last days of
Jurie the attack against the enemy‘cbhsistcd of more attacks against
the‘launchini siﬁes of the flying tenb,.  Alsc cduring this time a
nev type bombing wns practiced. This was night bombing accomplished
by bombing in tfail; visual, on flures dropped ty PFF aircraft.
This new program was designed tco makévthe Croup a potent tombing force
after dark ancd thus enatle the'Fomber.Command to do 'round the clock
bomting,

After the particularly tusy and exciting days of ‘June, July was

more or less a let—down tn the Group as n» missions were flown during
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the first seventecen days of the month, This lapsge.in aetivity was
due to the continuing bad weather, which the English descrired as
the worst in fifty years.

After more than thirteen months at Earls Colne the Group moved
to a new location, Beaulier Airdome in the county of Hanre in South-
ern Englend., This was the first move in-the Groups jaunt from Eng-
lanc to the Continent. This move was made on July the 18-21 by
rail, air apd’motor transport. . ' ‘ |

Life at Beaulier was not much different;frcmythat at the old
base, thqugh the base and its surrnunding»territory was different,
The terrain for miles around was very flethend there were very few
trees on the base. The weather continued so bad for the first part
of July that a mission could not bé‘flﬂwn until the.18thief.phe
month. On that cday the Qroup took ;ts.part in the 9th Boﬁber,Command
attack on the Demsuville Defcndeﬁ area, Just east nf Caen. A£tacks
vere carried out againet nther br1€~es and fuel €umps but the most
important attack cr the ‘month was the mlSSlon to”the,St. Lo Defenced
Area, The 1mportance of thls nttaCk was seen later when theuét. Lo
bregkthrou;h was recobnlzed as the turnlnp pﬁlnt of the Normandy

campaigne L ;
- ;

August was a month l'mb to be remembered in the h*story of the

Group. It was during this month that the lﬂna expccted anc, lﬂng
awaited move t~» France was made, Durlng the flrst reek of the month
a8 message was received warning the Group tn prepare for anfoverseas

movement. From tnat time on the base was =11ve w1th rumors and

suppositions as tec the destlnatlnn.of the outfit. It was not until

the 15th that the final order was received. The new home vas to be
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Number A-2C, an air strip two miles NE of the little French Village
of Lessay. The advanced Echelon left for France -n August the 1fth,
The Group was entirely moved by the 3lst of August. The move was
mr2de by train and boat with ths excepti~n of the planes which were
flovm to the new home, The cutstanding ¢smbat news for the month

of August was the fact that the Group exhibited its 2ll-zrsund tomb-
ing excellence., On the nisht ~f the 6th and 7th it successfully
completed its first night mission. On this and several succecding
nights thc technique of bombing in trail on target indicater flzres
was used in tlasting different enemy installations,

The new home in France wes a landi;g strip and was onl& partially
completed, If had steel met runways and'hardstands. The field was
situated in the micst of the area over vhich the Americans and Ger-
mans had fought s~ hard before the breakthrough to the west coast
of the Chertrurg Peninsula. Though the ficld had been de-minec as
thoroughly as possiblc, there werc still s-me mines at various
places anc a few accidents resulted, one of them fatal. The (isad-
vantage of living under ficld conditions hac been disqusseé far
months, but even the gloomiest predictisns had not taken into acceunt
the sccurge of bees and flies thet made it practically impossitle
to eat a2 meal.

Giving further procf of its efficiency and ability the Croup
flew a missicn off its steel mat runway less than 24 hours after
the planes arrivec at the new bﬁse. It was a p;rt nf the first
Ame;ipan Bomter effort from Ffench snil, The strong peints and
_forts at Brest occupied the attenti~n »f the Group for 2 period of
eizht days. These raids were.made in c¢~njuncti~n with ntbe: B-26
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groups and heavy bomb groupse.

With the American onslaught breakin; so fast through Francg
and Belgiuﬁ it became necessary tn shift the cmphasis 3f'the'groups
bombing support of our .round forces to the-bombing'nf ot jectives
along and behind the Siegfriecd Line in Germany. With the tar_ets
élong the Siegfried Line getting further out ~f range each day, it
became nccessary to move to a closer base. The Group moved tetween
the 1hth and 21st of September to z large Airfield, once the pride
of the French civil airlines, located at Chartres. At this home the
successful raids of Allied Bomters had left a cismal picturc of
destructicn. PRochy traps ancd mines were pientiful, and the "grave-
yards% »f wreckéd_aircr:ft was a éohstant peril'ﬁo éuricsity.seekers.
The bad weathér cbntiﬁhed with'scarécly a let-up ﬁﬁring the Croups
sojourn at Chartres. Pecause of,thié rnly six »~f the twenty-six
Briefed targets cbuid be flﬁwn; ﬁﬁrinb these ﬁissi*hs the stiffening
nf German reéistaﬁce was évident from thé:inéreasing inténsity anc
accuracy »f the flak encountered, As the'felenfless Arive »f the
American and Allied Gfound F5rces swept forward it was necéssary
for the Group to move ajain in orcer to be within raﬁée of its
targets. Thié time the m~ve was‘maéé t6 Kdrthefn France. The
move began on the 13th of October and ended ~n'the 15th.

Shorfly after arri§a1 at La~n a system ~f passes to Paris
was started. Comtat crews were 2llowed 3 déy pésscs and.gréund
crews 18 hnur passcs. Th&s affﬂrﬁed the men some respite from
the work and dreariness anc enatlcd them t~ see ﬁﬁfé ~f France.

Liberty runs were mace t~ Reims. The winter at La-~n was a tru:h and

15



dreary one---to be always remembered for its snow, rain, mud and
cold Horth Vinds. These, combined with £rovin,: heomesickness after
many months in the E.T.0., poor housing =nd inadequate rations at
times, caused morale of the men to reach a new all-time low. ¥ith
such severe winter weather it bccame recessery to maintain alert
crevs at all times to insure that the runways»and taxiways were kept
free of snow, sleet and ice so that the plenes could take off and
land. TFor the rest of the ~orthk o’ Octorer therc were only two
missions run. Exccllent results.were ottairned.

The weather continued te te bac during Novemter, tut the Group
was able to run five very successful visual nmissions and some FIF
missions. Thénksgiving passed urroticed cxccpt for the rsual turkey
and trimmings at the evening meal.

December 2t Laon was a very irteresting month, to say the least.
For & month usu2lly charzctcrized by Christmas festivities anc Jalety,
this one was quite different. It was composed mostly of hard work
-dve to the great German counter-;ttack which wﬁs such a rude tlow
to the complccency tuilt up in the american army after the pgreat
Successes of the previous surmer and fall. The rorths aerial
actiyities were primarily in suppoft ol grounc action. These were
mainly the 8th Army Group's offensive in the Szar rciion and the
attempis of the 21st an2 12th Army Croups to stem thc Cerman Crive
in the Arcennes salient. Vhile rot ir closc supn;rt of our troops,
the mission scrved to kroc% out bricd cs wnd dcfcndéd villacecs vital
to thc cnemy's plan of battlc. Somc successful missions were run
during the first pert of thc month tut cxtensive activitics were
prevented by the seemingly pernanept bad weather.
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-%hen Christmas was -just -around the cerrer, the great offensive
of the Germans-came in all its fury. Enemy air activity became
privalent anc 1local cdanger recame probatle. Nearty airfields were
strafec and paratioopers and enemy apents were cropped in many near- -
by places. Acts of sabotage:and violence apainst American troops
on the roads were reported daily. . Doutle airplane guards, erea guarcs,
and armed messengers were employed, |

The news blackout imposed bty the Army c~rmmanders prevented the
rank and file from keeping up with the latest -develapment in the
Battle ~f the Bulge, but it was renlized throughout the whole base
that the situati-n was critical. The Oroup was alerted for ény
pnssitle eventuality, and e&eryone was warnec to te reacy to move
on six h-urs notice, This wculd have necessitated burnin;; much of
the supplics and equipment.

Christmas passcd almest umnaticed except for the hwrc meals
°f turkey an¢ acc-rpanying ecdibles.: Here.anc there 2 tri htly
lig htec tree reflected the creative initiative ~f a s-~léier who
refused to let the Holy Holicday pass unsung. On the 23rd of Decem-
ber, in an attempt t~ deny to the enemy the use‘nf-supplies maving
up by rail, the railrsad.bridge at Eller was b~mbed, Nearly every
£roup 1ost some plznes, and nne »f-:the groups, the 397th, lost 10
plenes. The 323rd 1nst tw- plones to the extremely accurate and.
intense flak,

For its sutstancing tombing ~n December 24 to 27 ~f the supply
an¢ transportation facilities used in reinf-rcein;, the [rezt Cerman
c-unter-=ffensive the CGrrup was awar~cc the Presicdential Unit

Citation. Starting on Christmas Eve with a full scale attack against
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a railrsac bricdge at Trier, Germany, the 323r< bombed enemy instale
lations six times in four days. All ~f these missi~ns were accomp-
lished with excellent ancd superi-nr rcsults despite the seemin_ly
insurmountatle ~dcs »f acverse weather concitinsns and the intense
enemy anti-aircraft fire. It was nceessary for pround crewmen to
£o withoutvslgep for many, many hours in srder ts 1nad ancé service
the planes for their vitzl work. Without a doubt the werk of the
323rd pléyed a &ital part in trrezkin. the back ~f the great German
counter-~ffensive since it contributed s» effectively during Christ-
mas week to disrupting the enemy!s transp~rtatirn and supply facil-
ities,

The New Year of 1945 was literally brought in with a bang, The
usual annuzl micdnight festivities had Scarcely riec away when an FW
190 came screaming acr-ss the field with his ¢uns btlazing, Anti-
aircraft btatteries ~pened up ~n the nuisance raider and were ,liven
crecit for havin, destrayed him when he crashed 2 few miles west of
the base, N» casualties were caused--——the worst dama,e was that
some caught colc while crruching in their icy slit trenches.

Two btlizzards Curing the m-nth lcft 1little doubt that it was
really winter. Sn~w criftec high up the sicdes »f the tents and
bitter cold penetrzted the canvas day anZ ni,ht. Squads ~f men
were kept tusy cleerin; the rumway and taxi strips so the Group
¢oul? maintain the constant alert for take nff. The existence of
lfhe threatenin, enemy bulye on the Ardennes front ceontinuec tn
influence the type ~f tar ets. The Germansbhaﬂ cstatlished the city

of 8$.Vith as the hub ~f the recapture? area. \Eccause af this it
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was the target on' the first day of-thHé year, when 31 .planes loaded
with 1000 pound bombs braved- the intense flak fire to blast the
citj again, On one mission durini the month ore plane was lost

and twenty-five ships had cateiory A. flak damage and three men were
wounded. Late in the month of Jamuary the 323rd moved again. This
time to strip A-83, located abtout: four kilometers south of the city
of Valenciennes. The L55tH and 456th Squadrons were located in the
Eastern outskirts of the’iiilagé of Herin, to the northwest of the
main highway from Valenciennes to Douai: This area was about a
mile from the main field and was formerly a prisenm camp. The L53rd
and LShth squadrons were not so fortunate, but their.tent areas

were soon made comfortable.: During this move the Croup Commander,

Col. Wood returried to the United States and Lt. Col. Rollin Winning
ham from the 397th Group took command.

The handicaps of éhanging the base of operations and the usual
adverse Fetruary weather prrved to te surmountable ones. The 19
missions that were run carried the "White Tailed .Marauders" over
enemy strorgholds to disrupt transportation, paralyze aircraft
production and shatter tulging marshalling yards;> The cnemy in
his last gasp for survival -took a heavier toll in aircraft los%
and damagéd and in wéunded persomnnel than in previous months.

' Eight planes were lost in combat, with 33 men being carried as
ﬁissing in’action, and 11 others wounded. Since most of the mis-
sions for the month were Pathfinder missions it was impossitle to
assess the amount of damage done on the various raids.

Shortly after‘thé~sun set on the 21st of Ferruary, it was

evident that Operation Clarion was scheduled to be run the fellowing
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déy. Hours of hectic briefing activity followed to make ready for
the tiggest and most vital air operetion since D-Day. "Clarion®

was to be a co-ordinated aerial offensive of all flyatle aircraft

in the ETO against hundreds of junctions; bridges, and marshalling
yards. The targets for the 323rd were all in the area east of Hemm
and affected railroads feedin; that important marshallin; center.
Méréh, 1945, éaw the ﬁeather 1lift and as' if to say, "That's all we've
been ﬁaiting for"; the 323rd proceeded to run L3 succéssful missions
éuring the month--bty far ﬁﬁe gfeatest éﬁount of‘bbmbihg done in any
one ﬁﬁnth of»the Group's hiétory. The Great air offensive continued
throuLh April with the whole effort concentraued at blasting a path
before the slu;glng ground forces. The raids for this last month of
operations'consisted of raids on marshallinLAYardé,‘bil'storage
dumps,‘anbéirfiéld and ordnance depots. .

Agéirif the -ranie' of the.P'-Zé:was strained to the breaking point
by the chat distance it was nfcessury to fly 1nto Germany in order
to reach the tarbets. The ranid advance of our armored forces and
ﬂnfantry”had by the end of April overrun such a L,rea‘b portion of
Germarj ‘that very few targets were left. As the German lines fell
back and the battle became further and furthefféway‘it tecame evident
that.the‘étrug'ié could not continue for long. Moﬁ 6n1y were all
targets out of range, but Wlth the Alllcd troops making such rapid
advances 1t ‘became dan erous to borb gnywhere for fear of hitting
them. | N

The entire Group had known for dé&s.fhai the long -awaited V-E
day was not far off. With the léak iﬁ éécurity‘that 21lowed the

advanced notice, the Actual V-E Day cgme Tmore or less as an anti-
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climax to that first anrourcement. The joy in every C. I.'s heart
vas, not tetrayed so emctionally as vas the joy of fhe French.

Thus ends the comtat history of the 323rd, whose accomplish-
ments in blasting the enemy extended from the rockbtound coast of
the Frest Peninsula to the snow covered Alps, and from the Pas.de
Calais rocket bomb region to the Rhineland industrial area and
Yorthern Holland. The outstanding combat record, which required
countless acts of supreme courage‘and sacrifice and long dreary
hours of back breaking labor, will stand for all time as a tribute
to the working and fighting atility of the many men who served in

~the 323rd.

The 323rd Bomb Group, L453r@ Bomt Squedron, 45hith Fomb Squadron,
LE5th Bomb Squadron and the L156th Eomt Squadron, for their combat
record in the ETO verc avarded the following awards:

SIX FATTLE PARTICIPATION CREDITS AS TOLLOWS

Air Offensive Europe L July 1942--5 June 1944
Normandy 6 June 194L--24 July 1SLL
Northern France 25.July 1944 --1l Sopte 19LL
Ardennes-Alsace ié Dec. 19hh--25.Jan. 1945
Central Europe 22 Mar..i9h5-ll‘M$y 1945

Rhineland 15 Sept. 19hL=-21 ¥ar. 1945,
| Distinguished Unit Citation
Trier, Germary 24-27 Dec. 19LL
V-E Day was over btut the Squadrons of the 323rd Pomb Group
had a varied history tcfore they vere de-activated and the men re-
turned te the United States,
The first of !"ay troupht the 453rd Squadron news that rather

stunned the whole Squadron. The Squadron was to te attached to the
21



Ninth Air Service Command and was tein; sent to Cermany to disarm
German Air Force Installations. The Squsdron, since it's activation
had becn & combat outfit and the irounc men hac always been very
prouc of the flyipb,mér and their rlarcs. During the next few days
,more_informatiqn was receivec on the type of work to be done. The
men beggen te realize the ymportance of the job to te cdome 2nd they
vere all eag;r to Co ;tarted,

Late in the month of May the L53rd moved to an airfield four
milcs no;th of Augcshurg, Gefgahy, apd on the 25th of the month com~
pleted disarming their first target. It was 2 ballon factory at
Aubsburg. |
| The continued disarmament of GerﬁaﬁAAir Force installations
vas the mainloffici;l subject durir. the ronth of Jupe, but the
chief concern of the nen seemed to be whethef they haad 85 points.
On the 1lth of Junc all of the combat men of the LS3rd was trans-
ferred and now the Squadron was Strictly a ground outfit.

- The month.of July was a perioc of continued activities on the
bisarmement of German Air Force Installations. The 453r¢ continued
it's disarmament procram during the month of Auzust in the Murich
area. V-~J day was mcﬁ with a feclin; of quiet joy. There was very
litflc celerrating, tut 211 personnel rejoiced. The next feeling
was "when do we tovhome".

Or the 11th of September the advance echeclon of the 56th Air
Disarmament Squadron arrivéd to to'c over the area, and the phyvsical
plant of the 453rd. This transfer was complcted on the mornin; of
the 12th énd all the personrel remairin, was transferred to Zroup
headquarters. On the 13th of Sevtember thc unit was recuced in
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strength to one Officer and one enlisted man. Thus cnds the history
of the L453rd Pomt Squadron in Europc.

After V=D Day in Europe thcre is ro officel or un-offical
history availatle about the LShth Pomb Squacdron. It is assumed
that their dutices from V-F day until the de=-activation of the
Squadron closcly paralleled the 453rd Bomb Squacdron.

The L55th Pomb Squadron became a sround outfit ecarly in May
of 1945 anc soon moved to Germary where it's assi;nment parallelec.
to the 453rd--the disarmin; of the German Air Foree. This prozram
of disarmoment continued on throu_h the summer until early fall
when the squadron was de-activated, in Eurone.

The L56th Fomb Squadron followed thc pattern of the other three
Squadrons and became a  round outfit--moved to Germany and spent
the summer of 1945 disarmin, the Gcrmen Air Force and was ce-activated
in the early fz11.

Ve next pick up the history of the 323rd Fomb Oroup at Tirker

Air Force Fase.
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COLOWEL CLINT T. JOHHSON

Coumanding Officer
323rd Beslardrent ing (L)




