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ME~1C?'S MISTAK®: ATTACKS MARAUDFR,

A few days ago the first Me~109 to attack a crack Marauder finished ot
the bottom of ths Channel. The Streak piloted by Capt. Clay was toiling
horme on one engine when the German pursuit far below zoomed up to cut
down the isolated cripple, As he reared up with spitting guns astern.
the American ship, Staff Sergeant Genrge R, Anderson, a Czlifornian,
turned on his twin "choppars" in the tail turret 2nd blew the attacker

in nalf,

Fesides the carecer of the Colonel, the Strezaks take most pride in
their association with Cen, Noolittle's famcus Tokio raid, ILt, Col. Bob
Witty, 27, of Cleveland, Ohio, & former newsvapermzn and father of twin
tovs and sccond in command of the grous, was sucrg ihe original volunteers
for ard planners of the Tokio mission; tut to hir sterral regret was one
of the five of the historic group in a Minneapoiis Hotel vho off'ered to
go but hc was turned dovn, ;

WITTY WINS HON OR OF LEADING STERWAKS,

It breame known on iondey that-Col, Witty, who had been grounded for
nearly two weeks for the special purpose, was to lcad the Streaks over
tho Iavasicn Coast in the piace of honor of the whole first invesion
phase---the first American airplane group over the beschhead and spear-
head of the invading £merican forcos,

- &3 soon as weo arrived at the advanced air base from which wa were to
set out on D-Day the following Tussday, all of us were warnsd not to dis-
cuss our assignment with the comtat crews who had not then any inkling
of what ‘impsndad, ¢ A

On Sunday, the Silve- Strouks piled off from the airficld in the green
wooded English countryside for their last run before the invasion, * Thay
vore sct to pound the 360 foot high trestle railway bridge over the river
Soine just above Roucn, ¥France, A magnificont placement of bombs cut tho

bridgs in throe places and sent it tumbling into the river,
WAIT H-HOUR WITH JAVA AND SANWIICHRS,

Hoxt day-the sve of D-Nay-all machines of the SilverStreak group werc
grounded, and all porsomnel on the ficld ware confined to camp, Those
of us who know that thc invasion was +to take pleéce on the morrow and that
the paratroops #ould bc landad behind the Gorman linos juet before dawn
pecked our kits and sat by drinking black coffie and ~ating massive choose
sardwiches waiting for roveille, which was timed for half an hour after
midnight,

There =as no air of ill-supprassed oxcitement, None of us outside the
Colonsl and a fow others knew at what spot the first American invasion was
to land, Ve knaw that we would know at 2:30 when we wora bricfed,

Eut e did not know that perhaps thousands of livos depended upon the
accuracy of the "Silvar Streaks" bombing; that the job was to stun into
stupidity the horde of Gorman troops crouching undor concrote sheltors

facing thc beach where American troops wore to spearhoad the Army of
Deliverance into France,



