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The ailr arm o tha nited jtstes combat foroms in "arepe wee the
Sigheh and Minth Alr Foraes. Che Siphtl Alr Jorce weg desipnated es strategie;
timt is, Lt pombed faetoriey and towno wlth the view of erlp-llng the indus—
tria) cepmaity of the anomy. It wap coaposed prirerily of heevy TJombers and
of fighters to gerve as escort for tha homberg. The 'inth wan Jdosiznated as
the tactloml air force; that is, its missolon wap 15& homhing of enemy trana=
portation, enemy supplies, “ortified points, and, in peneral, the olome support
ol ground operstiona. Combat planes of the Winth Alr Foree inejuded medium
bombers and [i hters: 7=20 iarauders, A-20 lavoss, A=26 Invedors, Pe30
1ightnings, F=51 Mustaugs, =47 Thundertol4e, and p=4]1 Tack Widows.

The work of medium Lowmbers of the "inth Uombardment Tivision of tha
4nth Adr Foroe oooupiss an important plece in the air war apgeinst Cormany.
At the psak of its motivities this division whs compoaed of three aombat wings;
the 97th, ““th, end 99th, The 97th “ombat Viing was composed of three groups
of A=20 “mvoes, whioh wers later converted to A=20 Inveders. The 9fth and
79¢h were composed of four groupe each of =26 Marpuders, scme of which ware
oonvearted 1mte in the war to the newer A=2( ITnvaders.

The 3 7¢h Lombardment Group, =ae of the four groups comprising the

oBth gombat #ing, used N-IG Vmrauder Lombers exclusively during 1ts 393
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comhat misgiona. ~hese stronr shinag proved thelr worth on numerous cacaslions
in bringin; beek arews who might ctherwlee heve been lost in » Yasa aturdily
conmtructed airplane.

Tn a hietory cf any eir eemhat proup the greatest attention and
rubYiolty are, rightly, given te the somhat orewa. They are the men who have
undarsone the longast and most epeeintiged training and who risk the dangers
of enemy flak, smemy fishters and plane nonidents., In the early simgea of
overseas training in the rnited Stotes #ir orews and combat arews oot Lnes
felled toc wmderatand their mitunl interdenendence; overssas, under stresa of
gombat, eadh segtion learned how to mppreciante more Tully ths work of the
other.

For every combat migslon run against the enmemy thers lies hehind itas
suocessful completion long hours of work by the grownd arews. inginenring
erews, ordnance, armament, corrminiestions, iatelligenee, weathor, oooks, and
alerks in the orderly room play their part.

Therefore, when a membar of the FT7th croup thinks back over the air
earpalpne, he recalls, besides tho combat arews, the names of ground orows whoe
worked night and day, week in and wesk out, on the "line". After D-Day &
mission was asslgned emch day to & tactical group like the 3 7Tth. BEaoh night
enzinearing man pro=flighted the enginosy armament men loaded the planes with
bemhe and ammunitiony ordnance men deTivered the btombs and fuzsd $hamy and
commnloations seetions checked over thelr equipment. often at the tlme the
miarlon was cal%ed in, thers was n deTuge of rain, a dense fop, or a snows
atormy yet the mission had té bo made ready. Crews had to oo fed, vhatever
the hour, end meps and a1l evailable data concerning waather and the target

area oompiled snd presented by the intel1igence and weathar gootions. Heeords
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vat, with n?1 the woark within the tmotloa? proup, cporntions oould
not hawve neen garried en without the ocoperation of the serviee rroup and
gtatiun complemnant. “The 3Tth was Fortunete in heving exeellent help f'rom the
garvicen tanm pasirned to 1%. Shortly efter tha mroup hed errived st AAF Stetiam
12 in ‘nzlend, 4% wag jolnad hy the G3rd Servige firoup end 46th Statlon Com=
plamant Squedron. ‘atar, the S3rd was trenaferred snd the 70th Serviee froup
a-signeds Thean, after the move %o »=fT, the degipnation of the T70th waa chang~
ed to the 403rd 3ervice Group. Thege cutfits did yoermen sarviece in ratting
sumplies and providing maintenanse "or tha tasties) group.

Thua the outstanding combmt record of the ¥Tth was sohioved by
tearwork = the smooth ecordination of air and growmd orews, merviras groups,
and gtation ccmplement. Yoach helpad the other toward the gos) which wam the
total defeat of the enemy, Jach deserves somwndation for the axoallant
epirit displayed in achieving the final) viotory. Thas regord of nchievement

apeaks for 1‘melf im the narrative that follows,
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marly mraining at faabill

the FTth 2omberdmont Teeup (17), with its four member sguadrons,
+he HS04h, UE7%h, Co0th and SR0th, was aotlvated st 'aehi1Y i"ield, ™ampw,
oride Deosmhor 1, 12, Tha naxt dey persomel of the newly adtivated
rroup hogan arrlvinag.

e orizinal amdre came f'ron the 218t Nomberdment Crovp of “aeliM]
"eld. Tater fi1lers io nsadquarters persennel were aselgned from laadounrters
and 'eadquarturs Squadron, Third Rombor Command, Tiard Peach, TVlorida, and
raniel ¥ield, Coorpime. 7The majority of the original members of the 550%h
squadron wore reeruited from the I3th Nombardrment Squadren. COriginel per=—
gonnel for the 5574h cama fronm the N4th, those ol the shEth from the J15th,
and the 500th from the 399th. A11 theas pareat equedrons were members of the
216¢ Tombardment Croup (1) stetioned ot "moli11. Otheras ocare from Parksdele
#ield, Touisimns, Anti=tubmarine Commnd, Jeeksonville, Florida, 34th Pombard-
ment Opoup (M), Takeland, ¥lorids, and 310th Nonbardment “roup, CeYumbia,
South Carolinm.

fn 7 eerber 20 "mjor lavid £, Mackwell of Third "omber Command was
sopipgned as first commanding officer of the proup. Throughout Neoemher and
January additional personnel continued to errive, Om Januery 19, 1943 Calonel
Car? '« Storrie was assigned from lleadgumrters and !'sadquarters Sgquadron,
Third ‘ombor Comand as group commander, reliaving Vajor Plackwe’l, who re-
mained as group exeeutive until January 22, at which time hoe wmg trensferred

to the newly oreated 3I9at Hmmgrdmnt Group (M)e Iy Februnry © the raoter of
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ctrioer, 'ajor Semuel Y. Craathwall,  roup adjutant, Captain dapm Vs Camphell,
rroun we?, “wior Thomas ". Seymour, group =3, Captein “mrvin Y, Carvey, group
vwl, Mmntein Jemeas T. Hoffett, group curyeen, and Yirst Yieutescant T'iY1iam F.
wulde, rour chaplein.

“he ~roator part off the personael, whe had bwen recruited from OTU
and 7 orcanizatlono, hepmn, for the irpt tive, to foel that they were to
begome part of & real combmt urdt. Turing the “irst phase o training, proup
headgunrters was located temporarily in e iwe story barrecks, The anbth, SCTHh
and G59¢th squadrens wera billeted in tha essual camp area, rother aptly oa)lad
"noomtown”. T the shaoks the mem eould Took through the roof and mee the sky,
and Yook down through the boamrds nf the 'loor end soe the gand, Ffome mormings
in January were sold, ut, in true Army style, heat was furmished only on warn
nornings. Chow for tho ElN was M, but 0041d be gpupplemented by maals at the
= snd poda fountaing. Offiocers pta nt +the swank of'ficers oTub: bHut rates wars
not exnetly cheap :'or newly made gecond Joules.

e Tinal dotails of the first phmse were completed by !'ebruary 2,
when the entire proup, at Colone)l Jtorriers suTwons, met et the bnae theatre
for hio fmmous !‘at in the liing session, The Colonel began the meeting by
+hrowine his hat "in the ring" in the name of the F7th, end onTled on all
=on o do thelr part. The answer was o ‘manimous affirmetive.

o ¥ebruayy i, 1943 the croup moved into Hangar 4 at “neN1Y1. There
the operatione, intellipenee, engineerin;, ordnanece, and armamant seotions
were qulokly set up and the slxewaoks perilcec of seaon’ phage training hegan.

A strenucus £lying sahedule was inltiated with four hour periods emch for
mornings, afternoonn, and evenings. The bombing ranges at Venice, Caprey,

Mullet Key, mnd Ayon Park were used for prastios bombing misslena, and seledt-
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unsunlvy preceded w11 risaleau. Jrews nol sagered dn flying attended rowmd
gohool, whigh imeluded legturas on air tastiocs, eirorafy identiM eation,
first eid, and nonendlatuyre o uns pvdl swmnlitlen. The resutt of itla
strenuous gchedule was & stepdy weldin, topether of the varlous units so that
they coutd move quieRly snd Cijkt etfootively.
on Cwmeen 10 Tleutenant Jelonel Jobert e Jtl111men, proup erscutiva

o' fleor, was transferred froa the F7th to take commend of the X¥Ind 'nubard-
mont “roup. At et tioe the srounc echelon of the 3R2nd and the alr sclwlon
of one squadron wore in Tn;lead; and Colonel 541711man flow to Pnylend fo as-

ma ooorand. T was Srom there thet Lo wag to take ol'f on the ratsl mission
to Ijmiden on May 17, 1943. On that tission ten B=20v8, led by Colonel Stille
man and Mying at lor leve'!, were shot down by the Cermans. Colonel 5t111man,
fortunetely, cufforod cnly broken bones Lo the crash, and though taken Drisoner,

enonpod alive,

takeland and Codman Tileld

7y the ond of the seoond weei of' April the group was nearing the
ond of seocond ptase tralnimgz. Sinee the third phase oalled for group opera-
tion Lv itsell in coopoerstion with n cerviee group, perscinel of the ¥7th
besan paoking teelmieal and personnl equipment Cor thelr Tirst move = to Twang
"e1d, near "ekeland, “torida., The move was acoomplished on April 12, end in
the ond proved apreeable to all. 2t flrst the men minsed the ornata and
elaborate Pr1g and 9lubs of Vaeli1t Fleld; but this Toas waa more than oom=
pemoatod for Ly the adopticn of morse comfortable and leas formal uniforma and
the knowled; e that they were the only unit na the fleld. ‘erking ﬁ: the open

and in tents ai'ter using the big hanpgarp at MasPill gave them a feelin; of reel
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“hortty after the srou prrived st ‘rane Jleld, the sacond phase
of frainlin; was coplated end the #hfwd woun.  'nder GoloneY fdorrliets able
Mrogtlon the geniamt orews and groupd norsemne) wore hecomin ewpert iu iheldr
fotng nad nooumtoned to eperations st sy tltw or NIRO0 .

“urine negond phase treinicc sevsrel pilets fed becoma auitn "hot™
a= seers PPt thelr plangs rather Yow over the Yoride ferrain, one day
poriedamant Chariea D, ihite, now ‘olor ‘hite, oceme becl: with Jenves and
tw. pa onught andernesth the Mueelasn end neratehes and ‘reen stain from leaves
undnr *ha wingm. ‘'@ to1d the crew chief to hurry and pet the nlana oleansd
and t“a guratches painted over. ‘hin the erew chiel mrogesded to do. “gon
fetennl Storrie opme sround the line to look over the planes end gtopped
oritice1ly belors Tlmitanant Vihite's particular ship.

"ogrreant, what happemad to your amnlp here with these soretohes

ar: 14em

e ni10t hit e bird, sir,” answered the orew chiel, Toyally lying.

" q17, vhat eaused this rreon stmin underaeath the wiags?”

"y, he hit e parrot, Bir.”

*ho eolorel olosed his Jew tightly anrd wnllad awsy.

“ofore Yeeving Takoland the sroun, hacauso of lts fine reeord of
re'wine durdng the period, recsived g personml commmmdstion fron Tripadier
fenore? Tarker, comaading pfoneral of Third Combay Commmnd, stetinpg thet the
treining rocord of the ¥ 7th was the finest yet done by sny medium hombardment
proup.

Third phnse training ecmtinued into Ay and then slowed dowan because

of g phortace of pasoline. ©Oa Yay & "ajor Fhillp A Sykes, of the 2nth wWing
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Olpatnlde Clean W 4T UL, the proup wes ordered to sodmen levq, 'ert “nor,
Fentue.sr bt consiete thds stapge ond 't-:-.jﬂin the Secomd arsy measuverrs, Shen
in PrgrTress. 0wy 170 Mslenel Storrie lod the alr wehelon in om praurn nixsion
frot Tasalens: Lo “ooman teMd, The rroynd eahélon, ‘mder gorwmant o mjor
rroathwalt, Tet Takeiand ey 17T by treia end rejoinaed the pir ealaton pt "ode
ar el ten dewe Tatur.

fatlo the Tounegsoeo manouvses oF the eayr'y saovrer the migaton Mown
freoder e Ag ol dho F7¢h in aloee mirpest of nreund treopr mlayed & Jerve
mart in Y Yoancg cauamd bty the etinerin: (Tue Army or the delandine “ed Aemy.
O "y 20 dyrine $he visit of "hied Lir PVoroe lnaveastors, & rmisslon was Mowm
Trom "odmat "ield to elmulate an atinek on a power pIent at Feneem, Teorgle,
red the sroup wes pronounesd Yremdy “er combat™. The next deay the eir echelon
wes nlertod “pr oversess wmuvenent, sl by sy 23 a1l alr echelon personne? had
1eft "ofman Sdield by train for Selfrld-e "leYd, Tiohlgen. This separation of
eir and creund oolielons was tn lagt oril? the reunien ie YmpYand. ~hare were
™eors a4 the time that gpound and air achalons werse tc ho permanently ssnparnts-
ed, ag in ihe acase of the Hith domhardmemt Cpoup. "o one wonted to haliove
thego roporie, beoauge since legemher an affigiont orzenization had heen it
end ¢lege Criendsghipe formed, Alen, very fow, after the months of strenuous

treiniag, hed aay degire te¢ retura o “agl 11 and hagin trainine over ajein.

To Furope via the orth Atlantie

™he f14ipht sehelon arrived st Tevrridge F1e1d on ‘my 23, 1943,
There the orews found new He=2L's anc new persons? equipment. lor two weeks

the orews were busy cheoking cut the new ships, testing gas consumption, and
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eare of btoth tocknics’ work and edainistretive details. Tilote became adiutents,
gunners first serpoants and mserpesnt-majors, new roles for flying orews.

on riday, June 10, the entire r1ight edhelon prapared to take off
from Solfridre to 'unter "ield, Savannah, Ceorgia on the first leg nf the Journay
to "ngland. Uhen thunderhaads were reported over the mounteins on the route to
gavaniah, thero was acma douht econcerning the time of take=off. ATY doubt wes
removed, however, sbout nine oraleek when cn1nn;1 Jtorrlie, pilloting Pat=0Oute-
@11 IT, tcok off Yeading the S558th sguadron. 4t lntervels of one hour spart
the other squadrons, thm 556th, 5§9th; and 5687th followad., Some plenes did
not 1eave at that time booaupe modiflceticns had not been completed. The
woather from Selfridge to Saveannah was nasty; and before all planes could ar-
rive, the weather had olossd in on ilunter ¥leld. Consequently, a11 but two 557th
planeg had to 1and at other fields and did not arrive at Hunter Field until the
next day.

At Tiunter the orewms regeived a1l equipment necessary for overseas
servige, and further modifiontions on the planes wera made. On Sunday Colonel
Storrie again led the S58th on its trip to Tangley ¥leld. (thers followed on
Sunday and Yonday, and by Yondey night most planes were serviced and ready for
the trip north. ‘'ore bad weather between Tanzley "ileld and Presque Tale, “alne,
foroed the planes to land at Crenier i'ield, 'anchestsr, “ew 'ampghire; but on
the morning of Jime 16 the entlre proup, except about six stragplers, took off
for P"resque Tsls, whioh was the port of embarkation for planes poing over the
northern roite. Tha stay, protonged to three days at Fresque Igla becausa of
bad wenther, fave the arews a chanoe to get their ships ready snd to get

therourhly hrisfed on the diffioulties of nevigation over the north Atlantle.

Mhmen amcid hea ne annesel madlane: rardcation had +o he narfact. ™M the aftere
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™Ay, The trip proved s sood erientation (ipht for the navigetora, but wans
ctharriges movantful. The stey at “oose Tay was only long enocugh to a%¥low for
aating, rafualing, s short nap, and briefing.

"lying to 0 W 1, Creanland was by far the most hacardous pert of the
journey beoause most of the trip was made in a thiek fog which limited visi-
bility to a hundred yards, Tt alse provided soms heautiful sights; for when
the planes werée about fifty miles from land, tha fop hroke, snd the orews first
gav the ioeberps drifting in the sea 2,000 fest Halow, resamhling pisnt ioa
oream aones of multiple geometrie desipgne, The landing was a diffioult proe
ocedure requiring a great amount of ekill. The approseh is in one direction
only and requires the landing of the plane on the water's sdge whare the land-
ing atrip, rmde of mesh, rose rapidly uphill to a helght of 160 feet above sea
leval. The arunehing of the wheals ageinst the mesh was a wWolgome sound to
011l arews. “ortunately every one of ¥olonel ¥arlts Fonbat ¥ids safely touched
sell on Creenland.

The weather at N % 1 was gongtently @losling in end 1ifting, but
nevar becoming olear encugh to permit a take-off. As a result, the various
fMighta took of mt intervals of {'rom four to ten hours apart; but by the
afterncon of .June 21 a1) planes exespt coe were of ! and on thelr way to Ioeland,
Tha trip from Cresniand to Iceland was the most beautifu? atretch of the trip,
e sun was brigzht, and at ona time vleibllity was good for 152 nauticel miles,
Ta trouble was experienced in attalning an altitude of 12,000 feet to get over
the ioe caps, and tha seano of tha plnnes st this height was a sight to remember,
Iooland wag vigible forty-fiva minutes before the planes had arrived at the
ghore line, and the landmaris nn whioh the orews had heen brisefed in “reenlsnd

whra an Alasriv wl eihla that thars was nn mistakine the deatination.



wlle
Tupne 23 +ha tacs=0”" ‘ar Taptwliolr wang allomed. ‘his trip, unlika the one

from “reooniand, was Jown at an altitude o 1500 %o 2000 Meet, and tle plenes
were ccostantly dJderting In eod out o Yow [Mylng oTouds. ATter thres hourg of
Mying the rooky enore of “tornoway, 'octland beosme rizible. Tandfell was
mde and permiaslon piven to progeed tc "restwlok. regtwicls was rocghed

about Ulve In the e”terncon, and the orews were Toc¢ doughnuts and chocoYate Ly
the ‘nd frops. t{tor ‘he plases had been refueled, the Toramticn heed:2 south
end remched Aldermaston in Fnplend Juet at nishtfe?l. The Test nPTancs eeme in
with the heTp of Tanding 1iphts. After waltiog at Alcermmston a day for CoYonel
“torrie, who had been forced to lsnd at “tormoway, the planes took ofY on the
afterncon of June 25 for Chipplng Cngar. The trip was short, but it gave them
thelr Mirst p1impoe of *ondon, whioch they were t0 see many tlmea thereoafter.

‘n seainy tho oity mnd the insmtatlistions of thelr permanent baese, the resetion
o 11 the crewps was; "rvet'd 71ike to stay here until we can retum to the Ta",
™o eroaegins had gsot two records. Tt was the lagtest trip yet masd by any -

eroun, and the first proup evar o cross without the Yoes of a wingTs pan.

™ 'ogland on the Cueen 'fary

“he ;iound echelon remained et "odwman ‘'leld until June 10, and in
that time inlshed training and pasiking. o that day the band Yegan to pley,
the bl bess @rum bagan to heat, and the rround persormel of the ¥)7th lollow-
od 1t right out of Codman :-"’l-u'ld anto the trein for Temp FhImex, “'ew Jersoy.
Altar srriviog at Cemp ¥llmer on the mornlng of June Y1 the group puk ltself
into the hands of the staging offlolmis For {inal ocheok of equipment, supplies,

and goneral rogdiness. "ith the promise of passes to "ew York Clty as soon es
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neaessayy prosadura nf mal? eansorship bepan. Turing the Tast eirht days et
Kiimer thare ware 1soturas and dritling during the dey, eanc peasses to “low
nruaswier and 'lew York City Tor ha'? the men et night.

i Juns 22 the final order for mevement overseas cama, and the next
daTy a1l wers enroute to llew York harbor. The trip conslsted cf & train ride
to "ohoken s&nd what a1l would swnar wazg at Teast & (ive mlYe hike with full
paok end bagcepe to the edge of tha !judaon liver. Then came the ferry trip
saroes t¢ the Queen l'ary. 7“ith the rroup on this glgantle llner were what
goemed Tilke two=thirds of the sombined prmy and Yavy, Lut was, in reality, a
contingent of sbout 14,000 troopa, Tho following day the Queen pulled away
{rom the cook and smtarted dowm the ifudeon, into .‘ll'l; York Harbor, through the
mne Tield, end out to aem. Most of the men had asmmed, without seying =mo,
that tha trip would begin in the middle of the darkest night avallable, but,
a8 uguml, tha Army had other idesas. The boat left the doak exmotly at noon.
70 the agcompaniment of whistles, bells, end fop horns the Queen ‘ary alipped
slowly past the Yew York sky-=line out into the Atlantio. It was felt hy all
aboard that tha nolse eculd be heard as far as Jerlin.

For the Mwst two days the n-m'{pl was gouth, Tar anouph for the paint
to stesanm off ths pidos, and far smough, too, for the men below dasks to ba-
aome thoroughly parboiled. A1 troops aboard had meanwhile been initimted inte
the ominous habit of wearing 11fo preservers. ['rom the vary first the prest
pumbor of soldiers on bomrd gave the ship the lock of a slaver, Personna?l
wore divided into seotions whioh chanped quarters eegh afterncon. Those who
had been on deak ons nipht went helow the next, and vige=versa. ['or the en-
11sted men and Jjunior officers thers wam nat much te choose between the pa’llets

A Aaal avd +he atiP1ine adr af +ha hatd. A dozen seaond lieutenants were
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night into one of the game type cablnm, farec¢ m 1ittle better. The obser=
vanoe of TP wag osrefully ebserved on up the Tine go that the singhe one-
ptar roneral eboard basked alone in a single gabin.

Yeals, sorved twige a dey, ware guite pood as far as the offigers
ware conoerned; but to dipnify the sorry atuff served to the enlleted men by
+he neme weals would Yo a pross ovearstatemant. Tuekily, there weas a PX on
board, snc tho men 1ived largely on a dlet of candy.

fn the third day the course vesred sharply north until weather
eonditions changed from torrid to fripid. During the faat trip the usual
ramora of torpedoes snd suba made the rounds, but nothing sensational cocuredd,
Tha Quoem, attended eonstantly by a r°=24 Tiberator overhead, ploughed aleng
imperturbahly, siz-sapging through a smooth sea. The first signs of Tand
ware the mountaine of Torthemn Ira"!lﬁd which, on the morning of June 29, rose
dimly out nf the horizon off starbeard, The bluish gray shadow of the orsge
outlined In the sunllght was the introdueticns to many mors beautlea of the
older world, The hir ship passed two strong oonvoys in military oolumn,
tralling barrage ballooms behind them and escorted by destroyers. After turn~
ing south and proeesding down tha Trish Sea, the Queen Vary, about dugk, made
a horseshoe turn and headed northeant into the Firth of Clyds, 1In the last
sunlicht of a gorgeous oloudless day the soft Tight of a summer evening £ lanond
aoross the hedgarows, rounded green hivls, ripe wheat rields, thatched oottages,
eand yellow haystacks to give =11 objeats a warm golden sheen. Tha sigzht of a
girl in e red éress, walkéns with her dog in the ridfds along the shore, added
the finishing toush to a ploturesqua sight. Maybe the soene would be that

beautiful any time; maybe it only lookad that good to soldiers ending an oasan
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ine?ly the Juaen ‘ary drow abreagt of jouroak idte the osompeny of
fifteen or more 1args ghips, many axeluxury Yiners, 811 Yoaded with scldiers,
Almost Immadistely the mer wara trangportad to shore by Yighter = a 1o™ thet
did not end unti]1 tha next nisht. After the man had bHeen Toandad on the twaina,
tha trip to the field bopan. At 4he end of am all night trip the trein puvled
inte Thalmsvord, "asex whero the mem were put intoe trucks and taken on & thirty
minute ride to theo new bmse. On arriving et alrfield A-162 at witllingale, near
Chipning Ongar, the p-ound echelons wers welaomed by the Mylng orews, whe
spoke ‘mowingly of left=hend driving, oyeling. haystaocking, thrupp'ny bite,
WAAFS, mild and bitters, end Pioaadilly,

n landing st Chipping Onger the orews had found that tha field waas
barely reecy to recelve them. The elr edhelon had arrived in such exeellent
tine that the runwaya were cnly partially complete. "hea he learned that the
337th planes were at Prestwiek, lTieutenant Colonel Charles "rown, cormander of
the 27st "mgloner Tattalion, had kept his mon working far lnto the night of
the two daym precocding the planes* arrival in order to et the fleld ready for
the lendings. The hardwerking englneers, who had spent elight months of rain
annd for te et the Fleld remdy, admitted a [eeling of satiefaction at the sight
of nixty-five newm N=26's dropping wheals on the flald. Although nalther the
rumeays nor the gquadron arcas wera complets, the spirits of the men ware high,
After +he ocomen woyage ground and sir crewg alike wara glsd to be topether
agpin. rolone) Storrie expressed the fesling of ths group whem he said,™7here
are the homhet fTet's go to mar,"

tn June 27, 1943, tha day after the arrival af tha ailr schelon at

A=162, "ajor renera)l Ira C. Frker, commagndar of tha Fighth Air Feroes and
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iog and its {lne record o a medium hombgrdsent group, snd nut_’liﬁad ithe job

-

thoy were to do.

"orrm?Y dediostion of the "{eld took place on July 17 with a1l units
of the fileld tsking part. 4 review o/ the various unite was held with mipiq
hy the 3M2nd ¥oapinoerts band, An aerial demonstration by thirty-elx "=2u's
f1ying olose formeticn followed. T"ripsdlar cemeral C. i. Hoore, shief engineer
ETGISA, then preseanted the field, in beball o the engineers, to hrigsdier
renaral lobert C. Cendee of the Fighth Alr Support Command. (Bnera) Candee
copgratulated fleutanant Colonel "rown and his men of the B31st foplinesrs.
buildors of tho ield, on the fast and capable work dome. lie conofiuded by
saying, "Archimedes oneoe eaid, '0Oive me a base ot which to stsod and a lever
long enouch end 1 oan wove the earth.' vYou, Cenersl ‘'vore, end your men have
given us the base, snd Colonel Storrie is very sager to start moving tht-
sarth.” A tour of the (is}d was thenm made, followmed Ly a lunocheon with
CoTonel Storrie ms host to pome hundred wisltors, ineluding hrigadisr ceneral
candea, Mrigadisr ffenaral doare, Tisutepant Colonel #, C. Drown, snd (oneral
Js Te Vidgen and Tisutenant colone?l K. A. W, lake, the two latter of the
wrltish Army.

The 387th, along with other medium bombardment groups, hed been
npalpned to the ¥ipghth alr Foroe. Yater, aftor the transfer of the Yinth Alr
forea %0 Pngland, thespe groups were to be assigned to that organisation end
wore to form the Hinﬂh Sombardment I'ivision, composed of three combat wings;
the 97¢h, 55th, and 99th. This groupin; was to oontinue until the end of the.
War ageaingt Jexvemy. |

During the peried of falr weather in July the station was ln the
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te the trmining paried, when the squadrons had operated with & good bit of
independence, group headgquarters took over m larger gsontrol. Group opermtlons,
group intelligence, group personnel, ard other sectlong in headquarters hegan
draming met from the squadron segtions to help with thelr work. There wan
relatively 1ittle alr activity becavse many modifigatlions had to be mda on
the planes and because there was 10 rasg mtiY late in the month, Oround
aghool was orpanised for alr arows, and tomard the end of July ssveral praetlee
bombing misaionas and "doughnute®™ north to the Wash wers flown. A1l efforts
were made to sea that the orews were sufficiently shaken down and primed

befors the tire oame for cperations.



